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TO 

HENRY FIELDING^ ESQ* 

SIR, 

X/f Y fefign betf^to fpeak a word or two In behalf of novel* 
writing, I know not to whom I can addrcfs myfelf with fo 
. much propriety as to yourrelf, who unqueftiooably ^iand ibremoft 
in this ^pecies oi' con^ikion* 

To convey inftr\i£tion in a pleafant manner, and mix entertain- 
ment with it, is certainly a commendable undertaking, perhaps 
more likely to be attended with fuccefs than graver precepts ; and 
even where amufemcnt is the chief thing conlulted, there is fome 
little merit in making people laugh, when it is done without 
giving offence to religion, or virtue, or good manners. If the laugh 
be not raifedat the expenceof innocence or decency, good-humour 
bids us indulge it, and we caimot well laugh too often. 

Can one help wondering, therefore, at the contempt with which 
many people affedt to talk of this fort of compoiition? They fecm 
to think It degrades the dignity of their underftandings, to be 
found with a novel in their hands, and take great pains to let you 
know that they never read them. They are people of too great 
importance, it feems, to mif-fpend their tinie mioidie amanoerf 
and much too wife to be amuled. 

Now, though many reafons may be given for this ridiculous 
and aflefted difdain, I belteve a very principal one, is the pride 
and pedantry of learned men, who are willing to monopolise, 
reading to* tneoifelves, and tneiefbre taiUdidufly decry all books 
tliat are on a level vdthcQnimonuDderftandiDgs,as empty, trifling, 
and impertinent. 

^ Thus the grave metaphyfician, for example, who after working 
night and day perhaps tor leveral years, fends forth at laft a pro- 
found treatife, where and B. fcem to contain fome very deep 
myfterious meaning 5 grows indignant to think that every little 
paltry fcribblcr, who paints only the characters of the age, the 
, manners of the times, and the working of the pa^ns, ihould 
prefume to equal him in glory. 

The politician, too, who ihakes hishead in coSee«houfcs, and 
. produces now and then, ftofn his fund of oUervations, a fprmp 
ibber, political pamphlet on the good of tlie nation j loolcs down 
with coolfen^t oaaUfuichidle compofitioos, as lives andiomancesi 
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which contain nodrokcs of fatire at the miniftrv, no unmanncrY 
rcrtc<5lions upon Planovi r, nor any thing concerning the balance 
of power on the continent. Thcie gentlemen and their readers 
join all to a man in depreciating works of humour: or, if they 
cvcir voiichfule to fpeak in their praife, the comjmendation never 
l ifi'S hii-b r thai; — * Yes, 'tis well enough for fuch a fort of a 
< thi: g;' after u hich the grave obfervntor retires to his newfpaper, 
and there, iccoi ding to the general cftimation, employs his time 
. * lO the beft advai^tagc* 

But -bcfides thefe, there is another fet, whenever read any 
modexti books at all. They, wife men, arc fo deep in the learned 
IjngoageS; that ihcy c m pay noregard to what has becnpubliihed 
within thefe laft thoufand years. Tl)e world is grown old j men's 
» geniufes are degenerated ; the writers of this age are too con- 
temptible for their notice, and they have no hopes of ahy better 
to fucceed them. * Yet tlicfc gentlemen of profound erudition will 
contentedly read any trafh that is difguifed in a learned language^ 
and the worft ribaldry of Ariftophanes fhall be critiqued and 
r r Tv er ed on by men who turn up their nofes ^t Gulliver or Jo* 
f%;ph Andrews* 

But if ^his contempt f<'>r books of amufement be carried a little 
too far, as i fufped: it is, even among men of fciencc and learning, 
wh?.t ihr.ll be faid to fome of the greateft tririers of the times, >A ho 
a^icdt to calk the fame language ? Thefe, furcly, have no right 
to exprefs any difdain of what is at Ica'J equal to their underftand- 
Ings. Scholars and men cf learning have a reafon to give ; their 
application to feverc ftudies may have dellroyed their relifli for 
works of a lighter caH:, and conftqucntly it cannot be exp€£led 
that they {liould approve what they do not undcrftand. But as 
tor beauX) nJces, pctit-maitres, aiid line ladies, whofe lives arc 
fpent in doing the things which novels record, I do not fee why 
tKey Ihould be hidulgcd In affedting a contempt of them. Peo- 
jjc whofe moil eaincft' buiinefs is to drefs and play at cards are 
not lb importantly employed but that they may jind leifure now 
and then to read a novel. Yet thefe are as hnrward as any to 
defpifc them \ and I once heard a very fine lady condemning iome 
highly finilhed converiatjons in one of your work^y Sir, for 
this curious^ reaibnt-—* Becaufe/ fald (he, < it is fuch fort of 
« 0uff as paflcs every day between me and my own maid.* 

I do rot p-ercrd to apply any thing here faid in behalf cf books 
of .tmiiU'iTiajt to the ^)Ilo^.ving little work, of which I nfk your 
patrotjiige. I am fenfrblc how very impcrfe6i it is in all its parts, 
ard how unworthy to he, ranked in that chfs of writings which I 
am i:4;w defending. But I defue to be underilood in general, or 
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more particularly with an eye to your works, which I take to be 
mafter-pieces and complete models in their kind. They are, I 
think, worthy the attention of the grcateft and wifcft menj and 
if any body is alhamcd of reading them, or can read them with^ 
out entertaimneat or inftm^ioa^ I lieartily pity their under'- 
ilandings« 

Hie late edkor of Mr. Pope*8 works, in a very^ ingeniims note, 
wherein he traces the progrefs of romance-writbg, judly ob- 
fervcf, that this foecies of compofMon is now brought to matu- 
rity by Mr. De Marivaux in France^ and Mr. Fielding In En- 
gland. 

I have but one objedllon to make to this remark, which is» 
that the name of Mr. De Marivaux ftands forcmoft ofthctw; 
a fuperiorky 1 can by no means allow him. Mr. Marivaux is 
indeed a v^ry amiable, elegant, witty, and penetrating writer. 
The reflc^lions he fcattcrs up and dov/a his Marianne are highly 
judicious, recherchees, and infinitely agreeable. But, not to 
mention that he never finifhes his works, which greatly difap- 
points his readers, 1 think his characters fall infinitely ibort of 
thofe we find in the performances of his Englilh corcmporary. 
They are neither fo original, fo ludicrous, fo wcil diltinj^uilhcd, 
nor lo happily contrafted, as your own; and, as the charadlers 
a novel principally determine its merit,! muft be allowed to cilceai 
my countryman the greater author. 

There is another celebrated novel-writer, of the fame Idng- 
dom» now living, who» in the choice and diveriitv of his charaC' 
cers, perhaps exceeds hit rival Mr. Marivaux, anci would deierve 
greater commendaiion. If the extreme libertinifm of his plans 
and too wanton drawings of nature, did not take olf from th 
other merit of Ills works}, though, at the fame time, itmuftb 
conieiTed, that his genius^ and knowledge of mankind are very 
extenfive. 

But with all due refpedt Out the parts of thefe two able French^ 
tmikf I will venture to fay they have their fi^erior^ and whoeve^ 
has read the works of Mr. Fielding cannot be at a lofs to determine' 
who that fuperior is. Few books of this kind have ever been 
written with a fpirit equal to Jofeph Andrews i and no dory 
that I know of, was ever |nventdl with more happincfs, or 
ooiftdis&ed with more art and managementf than diat of T019 
Jones. ^ 

As to the following little pl^ce, Sir, it pretends to a very fm^U 
degree of merit. It is the firft cfHiy of a young author, an«i per- 
haps may be the laiL very hafty and ucii.'uihed ediuun of it 
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was publiihcd laft winter ; which meeting with a more favourable 
Tcceprion than irs writer had any reafon to cxpeft, he has fince 
bcc»i tempte'd to revHc and improve it, in hopes of rendering it 
a lir.le more worrhy of hisreadcrs legard. ^th tliefe alterations 
he now b"gs leave, Sir, to dclire your acceptance of it ; he can 
hardly hi>]» for your approbation : but, wh atever be its talc, he 
is proud in this public manner to declare himfeif 

Your couflonC Reader^ 

Aud fiuccrc Admirer. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

POMPE Y THE L ITTLE. 

BOOK THE FIRST- 
CHAP. I. 

A panegyric upon dogs^ together nvitb fome obfervaiiom on 

modem novels and romances. i 

VARIOUS and wonderf ul, in all ages, have been the 
a6lions of dogs } and were I to colle6l, from poets 
and hiftoriansy the many paflages that make honourable 
mention of them, I fliould compofe a work much too 
large and voluminous fcr the patience of any modern rea- 
der. But as the politicians of the age, and nienot gi'^i- 
vity, may be apt to cenl'me me for rnifpending my time 
in writing the adventures of a lap-dog, when thei*e are 
fo many n^Stem heroes^ whofe illuih'ious a£lion$ call 
loudly tor the pen of an hiftorian; it will not be amifsto 
detain the reader, in the entrance of this work, with 
a fliort panegyric on the caniiie race^ to juiUfy iiiy un- 
dertaking. 

And can we> without the bafeft ingratkude, think ill 
of an aAimal that has ever honoured mankind with his 

company and friendfliip, from the l)eginningof the world 
to the prelent moment ? While all other creatures are 
in a iiate of enmity with us 5 fome flying into woods and 
wildcmefles to efcape our tyianny, and others requiring 
to be reftrained with bridles and fences in clofe coniine* 
ment ; dogs alone enter into voluntary friendfhip with u$, 
and of their own accord make their refidcnce amont^ us. 

Nor do they trouble us only with oliicious fidelity, 
and ulelefs good-will, but take care to earn their livclU 
• h«od by many meritorious feiiricess they gaiard our houfes^ 

ftipply 
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fupply our tables with proviiion^ amufe our leifiire hoiirs, 
and difcover plots to the government. Nay, I have beard 

of a dog's making a lyllogifm ; which cannot fail to 
endear him to our two famous unlverfitles, where his 
brother- logicians are io honoured and diftinguiihed for 
th»r (kill in that ufeful fcience. 

After thefe cxtracwdinaiy Inftances of fagacity andme«> 
rit, it may be thought too ludicrous, perhaps, to men- 
tion the capacity they have often dilcovered for playing 
4it cards, fiddling, danc.ng, and other polite accomplifh- 
ments \ yet I cannot help relating a little ftory, which 
I formerly happened at the play-houie in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, 

There was, at that time, the fame emulation between 
the two houfes, as there is at preieiit between the two 
great republics of Drury Lane and Covent Garden ; each 
' of them'itriving to amufe the towii with various feats of 
aftivity, when they b^an to be tired of fenfe, wit» ^nd 
aftion. At length, the managers of the houfe of Lbi- 
coln's InnlMelds, poirelled with a happy turn of thought, 
inaoduced a dance of dogs, who were drclTed in French 
chara^rsy to iiiake the reprefentatton more ridiculous^ 
and aequitted themfelves for feveral evenings, to theuili- 
verfal delight and improvement of the town. But one 
unfortunate night, a malicious wag behind the fcenes 
threw dcvn among them the leg of a ^fowl, which he had 
brought thither in his pocket for that purpofe. Inftandy 
all ^as in confufion j the marquis ihook off his peruke, 
mademoifeUedropped her hoop- petticoat, the fiddler threw 
away his violin, and all fell to fcrambling for the prize 
that was thrown among them. But let us return to gra- 
ver matter. . - 

If we look back into ancient hiftory, we (liall find the 
wiieft and molt celebratednations of antiquity, as itwere 
contending with one another, which (liould pay the 
greateft honour to dogs. The old aftronomers denomi- 
natcti ftars after their name \ and the Egyptians in par- 
ticular, a fapient and venerable people, worfhipped a 
dog amoQg the principal of their divinites. llie poets 
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reprefent Diana as fpending great part cfhtr life among 
a pack of hounds, which I mention for the honour of the 

country gtntkinen of Great Britain ; and we know that 
the illuftrious Theleus dedicated much of his time to 
the fame companions. , 
' Julius Pollux infmrms U9, that the art of dying purple 
and fcai4et cloth was firft found out by Hercules's dog | 
who, roving along the fea-coaft, and accidentally eating 
of the fifh Murex, or Purpura, his lips became tinged 
with that colour ^ , from whence the hint was fixA. taken 
of the pujfle manufa6^ure9 anft to this lucky event our 
ftse gentlemen of the army are indebted for the icarlet 
yrith which they fubdue the heaiis of fomany fair ladies. 

But: nothing can give us a more exalted idea of thefe 
illuftrious animals, than to confider, that formerly, in old 
Greece,, they founded a fe6l of philofophy $ the members 
i^^riKoflkK^took the name of Cynics> and were glorioufly 
aliibittM}^ of affimilating thenrirdves to the m'annerft 
and behaviour of that animal, from whom they derived 
their title. 

And that the ladies of Greece had as great fondnefs 
for thenfi ai^tbdHSair ones of our own .ifle, may be col- 
kAed Sfontl^-^iimj which Lucian lelates of a certain 
philofojAcr, 'whdj in the excefs of his complaifance to a 
woman of fafliion, took up her fmjourite lap-dog one 
day, attempting to carefs and kil's it 5 but the little 
creature, not being ufed to the rude gi ipe of phiioibphic 
hands> found his bkis af&6led in inch a manner, that 
he was obliged to water the fage's beard, as he held him 
to his mouth J which fo dlfcompofed that principal, if 
not only, feat of his wifdom, as excited laughter in all 
tiie beholders. 

Such was the reverence paid to them amcmg the nations 
df antiquity ; and if we deicend to later times, neither 
there mall we want examples cf great men's devoting 
themfelves to dogs. King Charles the Second, of pious 
and immortal memory, came always to his council- board 
a^propanied with a favourite ipantei ; who propagated 
hts med> and fcaUend bu inrngetbrougbtbeland^ aimoii " 

as 
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as extenfively as his royal iiiafter. His fucceffbr, King 
James, of pious and immortal memory likewiie> was 
dtftingiuihra for the fame attachment to thefe four-footed 
worttues ; and it is reported of him^ that being once in 
a dangerous ftoim at lea, and obliged to quit the (hip 
for his life, . he roared aloud with a moft vehement voice, 
as his principal concern, to < lave the dogs and Colonei 
' Churchill." But why need we multq^y examples ?v 
The greateft h^^oes and beauties have not been afliamed 
to ereft monuments to them in their gardens, nor the 
greatell wits and poets to write their epitaphs. Bifhops 
have entrulled them with their fecrets, and prime-mini- 
fters deigned to receive information from them when con- 
fpiiacies were hatching againft the government, lilands 
likewife, as well as mrs, have been called after thdr. 
names : fo that I hope no one will dare to think me idly 
employed in compofmg the following work 5 or if any 
iiich critic fliouidbe found, let him own himfelf ignorant 
of andent and modern iuftory» let hun confefs himfelf an 
enemy to his country^ and ungrateful to the bene^i£tort 
cf Great Britain. 

And as no exception can reafonably be taken againft 
the dignity of my hero, much lefs can I expeft any will 
arife againft the nature of this work, in this life-writing 
age e&ecially^ when no charaiier is thought too incon- 
lideraDle «to engage the public notice^ or too abandoned 
to be fet up as a pattern of imitation. The loweft and ' 
moft contemptible vagrants, parifli-glrls, chambermaids, 
pickpocketSf and highwaymen, find hiftorians to record 
their praiies, and readers to wonder at their exploit8.-p«> , 
Star*gazers, fuperannuatedftrun^ets, quarrelling lovorai 
all think themfelves authoril'ed to appeal to the public, 
and to write apologies for their lives. Even the prifoiis 
and ftews are ranlacked to End materials for novels and 
romances. Thus we have feen the memoirs of lady 
cf pleafurey and the memoirs of a lady of qualit^r^ botn 
written with the feme public-finrited aim of initiating 
the unexperienced part of the female fex into the hidden 
my fteiies of love 3 only that the former wQcic has rather 

a greater 
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a greater air of chaftky^ if poflible^ than the latter 
And I am toW, that ilhiftrious munic Mr. F — t, when 
all other expedients fail him,defigns, as the laft etfortof his 
wit, to oblige the world with an accurate hiftory of his 
own life; .with which view one may fuppofe he takes qare 
to chequer it with ib many extraordinary occurrencest 
and felefts fuch adventures, as Will beft ferve hereafter 
to amaze and aftoni/h his readers- 

This, then, being the cafe, I hope the very fuperiority 
of the cliaraAer here treated of above the heroes of com- 
inon romances^ will procure it^ favourable reception; 
although, perhaps, X may fall fliort of my great con« 
temporaries in the elegance of ftylc, and graces of lan- 
guage. For when Inch multitudes of lives are daily 
offered to the public, written by the faddejl dogs, or of 
tht faddeji dogJt of the times, it may be conlidered as 
ibhie litue merit to have chofena fubje6l worthy the dig- 
nity of hiftory 5 in which fmgle view I may be allowed 
to paragon myielf with the incomparable writer of the 
life of Cicero, in that I have deferted the beaten ti'ack of 
biographersi and ventured to fxiatch a lauiel, 
^ Unde prius nuUi velanmt tempera mufse.* 

Having detauied the reader with this little neceffary 
|ptrodu£iiou, I now proceed to open the birth and paren* 
tage of my hero. 

CHAP. II. 

Tie birtb^ pafentagCy education^ and irafvels, of a 

lap-dog. 

POMPEY, the fon of Julio and Phyllis, was born 
A» D. 1735, at Bologna in Italy, a place famous 
for lap-dogs and faufages. Both his parents were of the 
moft jlluftrious families, defended from a long train of 
anceftors, who had figured in many parts of Europe, and 
lived in intimacy with the greateft men of the times. — 
They had frequented the chambers of tlie proudeft beau- 
ties^ and had accefs to the clolets of the greated princes. 
Cardaials^ kings, popes, emperors, were all happy in 
their acqtiaintance : axad I arh told the elder branch of the 
family now lives with his prefcut holine/s, in the papal 
palace at Kgme, • jBut 
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But Julio, the father of my hero, being a younger brother 
«f a numerous family^ tell to the fliai e ot an Italian noble* 
man at Bologna, who was about this time engaged in an in- 
trigue with a celebrated courtezan of the place. And 
little Julio often attending him when he made his vifits 
to her, as it is the nature of all fervants to imitate the 
vices of their mailers, he aUo commenced an affair of gal- 
lautry with a favourite little bitchnamed PhylUs^ atthat 
time the darling of tliis JiUe de jye* For a long while 
ihe rejected his cour^ip with dildain, and received him 
with that coynefs which beauties of her fex icnow veiy 
well how to courierfeitj but at length, in a little clofet 
devoted to Venus, the happy lover accompliihed his de« 
iires, and Phyllis foon gavafigns of pr^nancy. 

I have not been able to learn whether my hero was in- 
troduced into the world with any prodigies preceding bis 
birth j and though the praftice of moft hiftorians might ^ 
authorize me to invent them, I think, it mott ingenuous 
to confeis, as well as molt probable to conclude, that 
nature did not put herlelf to any miraculous expence on 
thisoccafion. Miracles ai*e unqueftionably ceafra in this 
centuiy, whatever they might be in fome fomier ones : 
tiiere needs no Dr. Mkidleton to convince us of this 5 and 
I fcarce think Dr» Chapman himfelf would have thehardi- 
nels to fupport me, if I ihould venture to relate one in 
the prefent age. 

^e it lufficient then to (ay, that-bn the twenty-fifth of 
May, N. S. 1735, Pompey made his firft appearance in 
the world at Bologna j on which day, as far as 1 can 
learn, the fun Oione juil asuiual, andnature woi*eexa£Uy 
the lame afpe£l as upon any other day in ilie year. 

About this time an Englifh gentleman, wlio -was mak- 
ing the tour of Europe, to enrich himfelf in foreign man- 
ners and foreign cloaths, happened to be refulinp; at Bo- 
logna. . And as one gxeat end of motiern travelling is the 

1)Ieafure of intriguing with women of all nations and 
anguages, he was introduced to vtlit the lady above-qien- 
tloned, who was at that time the moft fafhionablc -and 
furemoft coui tezan of the piac^;. JLlllU Fompey havini^- 

- • now 
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how opened his eyes, and learned the wit of his legs, was 
admitted to frolic about the room as his millrefs iat at 
her toilette^ or prclicled at her tea-tabk. On thefe occa« 
Hons her gallants never failed to play with him ) and 
many prett v dialogues often arofe concerning him, which 
might, perhaps, make a figure in a modem comedy.— 
Every one had fomething to lay to the little favourite, 
who i'eemed proud to be taken notice of 5 and, by many 
fignificant geltureS) would plten make believe he under* 
ftood the compliments that were tiaid him. 

But nobody diftinguiftied himtelf more on this iubje61: 
than ourEngilfh Hiliario, who had no\^ made a confidera- 
ble progrefs in the aftcftloiis of his miltrels : for partly 
the recomniendatioa of his pei fon, but chieiiy the profu- 
fion of his expencesy made her think him a vei*yde{irable 
lover $ and as (he f^w that his ruling paifion was vanityt 
lliewas too good adiflembler, and too much a miftrefs of 
her trade, not to flatter this weaknefs for her own ends. 
This fo elated the fpirits of HlUaiio, that he furveyed 
himfelf every day with increafe of pleafuie at his glais,' 
and took a pride on all occ ifions, to ihew how much he 
was diftinguiihed as he thought, above any of her ancient 
admirci's. Refolving, therefore, to out-do them ail as 
much in magnificence, as he imagined he did in the fuc- 
cefs of his love^ he was continually making her the moil 
coAly prelents; and^ among other things^ prefented 
mafter Pompey with a collar ftudded with diamonds*—- 
This fb tickled the little animal's vanity, being the firft 
ornament he had ever worn, that he would eat bifcuit 
£i;og^ Hiliario" s hands with twice the plealure with which 
he received it from any other perfon's 5 while Hiilai'io 
made hun the occafion of conveying Indirefl compliments 
to his miftrefs. Sometimes he would {wear, he believed 
it was in her power to impart beauty to her very dogsj 
and whtrn flie liniled at the llak-nels of the conceit, he, 
imagining her charmed with his wit, would grow trant 
ported with gaiety, and pi*a6lii'e all tlie fafliionable airs 
that cuflom preicribes to an intrigue. 

iivit Li»c time came at ienrth thai this gay gentleman 

B -was 
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toqtiit this fteneof his pleaftu^, and go in tjneftof 

adventures in fome other part of Italy. Nothing delay- 
ed him but the fear of breaking his miftrefs's h^ t, 
which his own great love of hinifclf, joined v^ith the 
feeming love ihe exprefled for him> made him think a 
veiy likely confequence : the point, therefore, was to 
reveal his intentions to her in themoft tender manner, and 
reconcile her to this terrible event as well as he could. They 
had been dining together one day in her apartments j and 
Hillario^ after dinner, jirft infpiring himielf with a glaA 
of tokay^, began to curfe his ftars for obliging him to 
leave Bologna, where He had been lb divinely happy j 
but he faid, he had received news of his faihcr'^s death, 
and was obliged to go to lettle curjhi accounts with his 
mother and lifters, who were in a huriy for their cou- 
founded fortunes \ and, after many other flourilhes, coa* 
eluded his rhapfody withrequefting to take little Pompey 
with him as a memorial of their love. The lady received 
this news with all the artificial aftoninnnent and coun- 
terfeited iorrow that ladies of her profellion can ariiime 
whenever they pleafe : m (hort, flic played the farce of 
paffions fo well, that Hillario thought her very life de- 
pended on his prefence. She wept, entreated, threat- 
ened, fwore, but all to no purpofe : at length, flie was 
<»bliged to iubmit, on condition that Hiliaiio (liouid give 
> her a gold watch in exchange for her favour ite little dog ^ 
which he confented to without any hditation. 

The day was now fixed for his departure j and having 
ordered his poft-chaife to wait at her door, he weiU in 
the moming to take his lait fai'ewei* He found hei' 
her tea-table ready to receive him, and little Pompey 
fitting innocently on the iettee by his miftreis^s fide, not 
once lufpefting what was about to happen to him, and 
far from thinking himfelf on the point of fo long a jour- 
ney : for neither dogs nor men can look into tuturity, 
or penetrate the defigns of Fate. Nay, I have been told, 
that he ate his breakfaft that morning with nioie than 
ufual tranquillity ; and though his miftrefs continued to 
Ciijdi him, and kuncnt his departure, he neither under. 

ftood 



Digitized by Google 



POMPEY THE LITTLE* I5 

$ood tfaemeanlng of her kifiet^ nor gveady r tt ur ii B d her 
s^R^ion* At length> the accompliflied Httlario taking 

out his watch, and curfing time for intruding on hia 
plealiiies, iignified he muft be gone that moment. Ra- 
vifliiog therefore an hundred kiMes from his miftrefs, and 
takii^ up little Pompey in his arms, be went off hum* 
utmg M Italian tirne^ and, with an air of aifieded con* 
cem, threw himfelf careleflly into his chaife 5 from 
whence looking up with a melancholy ftirug to her win- 
clow> and (hewing the little favourite to his fodaken mif* 
trefs> he was inten*upted by the v<»cc of the poftHion^ 
defiriflgto beinformedof the route he was to take^ whiefab 
Sttie particular this well-bred gentkmanhad in hishuny 
ibrgot> as thinking it, perhaps, of no gi'eat confequence* 
But now curfing the fellow for not knowing his mind 
witliout putting him to the trouble of explaining it^ 
* Danm you»* cries he^ ^ drive to the devil if you wiU^* 
^ for I (hall never be happy again as long as I breadie 1* 
Reccllcftiiig himfelf, however, upon fecond thoughts, 
and thinking it as well to defer that journey to fome fu^ 
ture opportunity, he gave his orders for — ~» : and then 
looking up aeain at the window, and bowing, the poft-^ 
diaile hurried away, while his charmer ftocd laughing 
and m imicing hi s geftures • 

As hei- affeftion for him was wholly built on intereft, 
of couile it ended the very moment ihe loft fight of his 
•cha.ie; and we may conclude his for her had not a muck 
longer .continuance : for« notwithftandii^ the protefta^ 
tioBs he ntsde of keepingherdogfor ever in remembrance* 
of her, little Pompey had like to have been left behind 
in the veiy firft day's ftage. Hillario, after dinner, had 
lepofed himicii to fleep on a couch in the inn ^ from 
wneiMe being awaked with the wfomiatioli that his chaife 
was ready, and waited his pleafureat th^door, he ftarted 
up, dilcharged his bill, and was proceeding on his jour- 
uey, without once bellowing a thought on the neglefted 
favourite. Hisfervant, however, being more confiderate^ 
brooi^t him, and delivered him at the chaife door to his 
na^r i who cried inddently,«— ^ Begad, that^s wctt. 

Et, < thought 
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* thought onP called him aUttle devil for giving foirntch 
trouble $ and then drove away with die utinoft uncon* 
cemednefs. This I mention t6 fliew how very fliort- lived 
are the atfe^Uons of proteiUng lovers. 

CHAP. III. 

Our hero arrinfes in Euglmd* A comjerjation bePumnPwa 

ladies concerning bis mafier* 

BUT as it is not my deficrii to follow this gentleman 
through his tour, we muft be contented to pafs 
over great part of the puppyhood of little Pompey, till 
tlie time or his arrival at London ; only it may be^f im- 
portance to rememh^y that, in his pafTage from Calais 
to Dover, he was extremely fea-fick, and twice p;iven 
over by a phyfician on board 5 but fome medicinal ap- 
piicacipnst together with a week's confinement in his 
chamber, after he came to -towaii reftored him to his 
perfeft healA. 

• Hillario was no (boner landed, than he difpatched 

Ills French valet to London, with orders to jn'ovide him 
handfome lodgings in Pall Mall, or fome other great 
Iti-eet near the court 5 and himfeU' fet ft)i*wards the next 
d^y with his whole retinue. Let us llierefore imagine 
hmi arrived and fettled In his new apartments ^ let us 
fbppofe the news -writers to have performed their duty, 
and ail the important world of drels bufy, as ufual, in 
reporting from one to another, that Hillario was return- 
'cd from his travels. 

As ibon as his chefts and baggage were arrived In 
town, his fervants were all employed in fettins: forth to 
view, in his anti-chamber, the feveral valuable curio- 
fities he had collcfted ; that his yifitors might be detain- 
ed, as they paiTed through it, in making obfcrvations 
on the ele^ce of his tafte. For, though drefs and gaU 
lantiy were his prmcipal ambition, he had condefcuid* 
ed, in compliance with the humour of the times, tocon- 
iult the Ciceroni at Kome, and other places, as to v/hat 
was proper to be purchafed, in ortier to tilablidi a repu- 
tation for Vertu : and they bad fumiibed himaccordinglyf 

at 
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at a pix)porttonaUe expence, with ail the 3»ceffiuy in- 
gredients of modern taftej that is to fay, with fingers 

and toes of ancient ftatues, medals bearing the name of 
Roman emperors on their inicriptions, and copied ori- 
ginal piftures of all the great mafters and fchooU of Italy. 
They Itad iikewife taught him a &t of |ihrafe8 and ob* 
&nrations proper to be made, whenever the converfa* 
tlon fliould turn upon fuch iubjefls 5 which, by the help 
of a good memory, he ufed with tolerable propriety ; 
he could deicant, in terms of art, on rufts and varniflies 5 
and deicribe the air, the manner, the chara6leriftic of 
different painters, in language almoit as learned as the 
ingenious writer of a late eliay. Here, he would ob-^ 
ferve, the drawing is inccrreft ; there the attitude un- 
graceful 9 the cuitome ill- preferred, the contours harih, 
tht: ordonnance in*eguiar, the light too ilrong, the ihade 
too deep^ with many other affe^fled remarks, which 
may be tbund in a very grave fententious book of mo^ 
i'ality. 

But drefs, as we before obfeiTed, was his darling va- 
nity 5 and, confequently, his rooms were more pienti- 
ftilly fcattened with cloaths than any other curiofity » 
tlicre all the pride of Paris was exhibited to view $ fuits 
of velvet and embroidery, fword hilts, red-heeled (hoes, 
and Ihtifr-boxes, lay about in negligent confufion. Nor 
dkl he appear with leis eclat without doors ; for he had 
now ihewn his gilt charriot and bay horfes in all the 
itreets of gay reibrt, and was allowed to have the moft 
fplendid, brilliant equipage in London. The club at 
V/hite'b Icon voted him a member of their fraternity; 
and there began a kind of rivalry among the ladies of 
iafhion, who iboidd Arft engage him to their aiiemblies. 
At all toilettes and parties iu the momhig, wliobut 
HlJlario? At all drums and diveriions in the evening,* 
who but Hillario ? Nobody came into the fide-box at 
a play-hou'e with fo graceful a negligence j and it was 
pa all hands confeflcd, that he had the moil accomplifti- 
ed way of talking ncnfenie of any man of quality in 

LiOndw* . " fi 3 - As 

■ 
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As the fafliionable part of the world are glad of any 
frefli topic of converfatiofi that will not much fatigiit 

their und^rftandings ; and tl\e arrival ot a nt^w fop, the 
fight of a new chariot, or the appeai'ancc of anevvtafhion, 
are all articles of the highelt importance to thcmj it 
could not be otherwife, but that the fhew and figure 
which HiUario made muft fupply all the polite circles 
with matter for commendation or cenfure. As a little 
Ipecimen of this kind of convcrfations may, perhaps, 
not be difagreeable, I will beg the reader's patience a 
moment, to relate what pafl'ed on this iubjc^t between 
Cleanthe and Cleora> two ladies of eminence and <lir- 
tin£lion in the commonwealth of vanity. The former 
was a yoving lady of ahout lifty, who had oiit-li\t,d 
many genemtions of beauties, 3^ct Itill prcferved the airs 
and behaviour of fifteen ; the latter^ a celebrated tcKft, 
now in the meridian of her charms, and giddy with the 
admiration {he excited* Thefe two ladies had been for 
(bme time paft engaged in a drift female friendfhip, and . 
were now fitting down to lupper at twelve o'clock at 
night, to talk over the important follies of the day. 
They had played at cards that evening at four ^iffcient 
ailemblies, left tlieir names each of them at neai' twenty 
doors, and taken half a turn round Ranelagh, where 
the youngeft had been enga(2;ed in a very fmart excb iii^c 
of bows, fmiles, and compliments, with H.llario. This 
had been obferved by Ckanthe> who was at th.e fame 
{>Iace, and envied her the many civilities (he reccvcd 
trom a gentleman fo fplendidly drefTed, whofe embroi- 
dery gave a peculiar poignancy to his wit. Wiierelore, 
at fupper, file began to vent her fpite againll hijn, teilino- 
Cleora fhc wondered liow fne coutd 11 lien to the impel ri- 
nence of llicli a coxcomb* * Surely," faid ihe, * you can* 
not admiie him ! For my pait, I am amazed at people 
« for callirg him handfomel Do you really think him, 

* my dear, fo atn eeaiile as the tovv'n generally maL<.'s 

* him?'. Cieurn, licllrating a moment, u-pllvvl, ihe did 
nor well know wliat beauty was in a man. ' To l>e 

* liuv,'* aiidcd file, • * if ojic exami)\es his features one by 

* one> 
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' ontey one fees nothing very extraordinary in bim ^buf^ 
^ altogether^ he has an air, and a manner^ smd a nc^- 

* tion of things, my dear : he is lively, and aiiy, and 

* engagincr, and all iiiat j and then Iiis drcfles arc quite 

* chaiTnini; r — < Yes/ faid Cleanthc, * that may bea 
< very good reconunendation ot his taylor and if one 

* de(ign« to marry a fnit of velvet, why nobody better 
^ than HillsHrio ! How ihoitkl you like him for *a huf- 
' band, Cieora?" — < Faith,' faid Cleora, fmiling, < I 

* never once llioiight ferioiilly upon the fubjccl in my 
^ life : but liireiy, my dear, there is fuch a thing as 

* fancy and tatte in drcfs ; in my opinion, a man fliev^^ 
' his parts in nothing more thao in the choice of his 

* cloaths and equipage/ — * Why, to be fure,* faid 
Cleanthc, * the man has fomethin[^ of a notion at drefs, 

* I confc's it J yet, methinks, I could make an altera- 

* tion tor the better in his liveries.' Tiitn began a very 
curious converiation on (boulder knots $ and they ran 
over all the liveries in town> commending one, and dif- 
liking another, with great nicety ot judgment. From 
fliou icier knots they proceeded to the colour of coach- 
liorles ; and Cleanthe, relolvlng to dillike Hillario'*s 
equipage, afked her if flie did not prefer greys to bays, 
Cleoi'a anfwered in the negative ; and the clock ftruck 
one before they had decided this momentous queftion^: 
which wz^ coritefted with io mucii earnellnefs, that both 
oi riiem were beginning to gi owangi y, and to fay ill-na- 
ti3i:ed things, had TiOt a new topic aiifen to divert the 
diicourfe. Hisichai'iot came next under coniideration^ 
and then tbey returned to fpeculate his drefs ; and when 
thty !iad fully exhaufted all the external accom]>li(liment8 
rfa liufuand, they vouchfafcd, at lail, to come to the qua- 
lities oi the mind. Cleora pveleired a man who had ^ 
travelled : ^ Bccaufe,' laid llie, * he has feen the world, 

' and nnifl: be ten thoui'and times more agreeable and 
^ enteilaining than a dull home-bred fellow, who has 

* never in^proved himielf by feeing things.^ But Clean- 
the was q{' a dirferent opinion ; aliedging tlvdt this would 
frilly give h«m a greater couccik ot hiaiidf, and make 

• him 
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him leis manageable by a wife. Then they fell to 
abufing matrimony, numbered over the many unhappy 
couples of their acquaintance, and both of them, for a 
moment, refolved to live fmgle: but thofe rcfolutions 

were foon exploded. * For though,' faid Cleiinthe, * 1 

* fliould prefer a friendfhlp with an agreeable man far 

* beyond marrying him | yet, you know, my dear, ^-j^t 
' girls are under ib many rellraints, that one muii wi/h 

* for a hufband, if it be only for the privilege of going 

* into public places, without the protedion of a mai*- 

* ried-woman alons with one, to o-ive one countenance/ 
Cleora rallied the exprcliion of nve girls, wliicli again 
had like to have bred aquairel between them j andibon 
afterwards, happening to fay Oie ihould like to dance ' 
with Hillario at the next ridotta, Cleanthe, notwith- 
(landing the indiifcrtnce flie had hiihcrto exj^'eiied to- 
wards him, could not help, declaring thiit fhe Ihouid be 
pleaied alio to have him ior apiirtncr. 'i his ilirirai up 
a warmer alterci^tion than any that had yet arifen ; and 
they^'contended with fuch vehemence for this diftant 
imaginary happinels, which perhaps might happen to 
neither of them, that they grew quire unappcaieable 5 
and, in the end, departed to bed with as nuich malice 
and enmity as it the one liad made an attencipt on the • 
Qther's life. 

CHAP. IV. 

Another comfer/ution het'-wten Hiilario atid iivo ladies of 

qiuilii;. 

OUR hero was now perfectly recovered fix>m the in- 
difp^fitioir hinted at in the beginning of the pre* 
ceding chapter, and pretty well reconciled to the air of 

England ; but as yet he had lYiaclc tew acquaintances 
either with gentlemen of his ov/n or a diiterent fpecies, 
being leldpm permitted to expatiate beyond Hillario's 
lodgings J wliere his chief amufement was to ftand with 
his fore paws up in the window, and contemplate the 
<.oaches that palled thrcttgh the ftreet. 

But Fortune, who iiad dcitintd him to a great va- 
riety of adventures, no iooner oblui^ed that he v/2s in* 

tied. 
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tied, and began to grow eft:ibli(hed in hts new apart- 
ments, than.ihe detntnin^d, according to her ofinol in* 
conrtancy> to beat up his quaitas, and provide him. a 
new iinbitation. 

Hillario and his little dog were making a vifit one 
morning to a lady of quality at her toilette 5 whereth^ 
had not been long, before another lady of the lame rank 
entered the room, and joined ihe converfation* It turn- 
ed, as 1 li.ive been told, on the Italian opera, which 
they ail declared to he the moft ilibliine entertainment 
in liiej when, on a iudden, little Pompey lesqped up 
into his noaiier's lap. Lady Tempeft (that was the 
name of the iady laft arrived) no fooner faw hin:i» than> 
addrefiing herfelf to his mafter with the eafe and fami* 
liarity of modern l)reeding — * Hillario,' faid (lie, * where 
^ the devil did you get that pretty dog V—^ This dog^ 

* Madam»^ cried Hillrrio, < Oh rainour!— thereby 
' hangs a tale — This dog, Madam^ once belonged to a 

* woman of the firft faihion in Italy, the fimrft creature, 

* I think, that ever my eyes ytt beheld ! Such a fhape, 

* and Inch an air! 'I hen ran he into the molt cxtrava- 
jgant encomiums on her beauty^ and, after dropping 
many hints of an intrigue, ta awakei^ftfae ladies curio« 
fity, and m;dce thm ^quire'into the particulars of the 
ftory, concluded with defiring them to excufe him from 
proceeding any farther, ibr he ijiought it the liigheft 
injui-y to betray a lady's lecrets. * Nay,' faid Lady 
Tempeif, * it can do her reputation no hurt to tell tales 

* oi her in England 3 and befides, Hillai io, if you ao» 

* quitted yourlelf with fpirit and .gallantly in the afiairt 

* who knows but we fhall like you the better after wc 

* have heard your llory V — * Well,' faid he, * on that 

* condition, my deir countefs, I will confefs the truth. 
^ 1 bad an afiair with this lady ; and> I think none of my 

* amours ever afforded me greater tranfport: but the 

* eyes of a hufoand will olHcioufty be prying into tilings 

* that do not concern them. Her jeaious-pated booby 

* iiirpriied us one evening in a iittk faniiliar dalliance j 

^ and, pox take* him I lent me. a challenge the next 

* morning.^ 
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« morning.'—* Blefs us,' l-u.l Lady Tcmpeft; * and 

* what became of it r — ^ Why/ cries Hillarlo, * I 

* would willingly have waflied"iny hands of the fellow it" 

* I could : for I thought it but a fiUy bufinefs to ha« 
^ card one's life with fo ridiculous an animal $ bu&t 

* curfe the blockhead 1 he could not underftand ridicule* 

* You muft know, Madam, I fent him for anfwer, 
y with the ffreateft eale imaginable, (quite compofed as 

< I am at this moment) that I had fo prodigious acold» 
f it would be imprudent to fight abroad in the open air » 

* but if he woula have a fire in his beft apartment, and 

< a bottle of Burgundy ready for me on the table, after 

< I had gone through the fatigue of killing him, I was 
f at his lervice as foon as he pleafedj meaning, you fee, 

< to have turned the affair ofTwith a joke, if the tellow 
« bad been capable of tafttng ridicule*' But that ftra- 

* tagem,' replied Lady Tempeft, * I 'am afraid, did 
« not fucceed 5 the man, I douSt, was too dull to ap- 

* prehend your raillery.*-—* Dull as a beetle, Madam !' 
laid Hillario ^ < the monfter continued obftinate, and 
^ repeated his challenge. When^ tlierefore^ I found 
« nothing elfe would do, I refolved tomeet him according 

* to his appointfitent ; and there — in fhort — Ha ! ha ! I 

* fliaii nevcn* forget how he looked — in fliorl , not to 

* trouble your ladylhips with a long tedious defcriptlon 

* ran him through the bodyV Both the ladies 
burft out a laughing at this ftory, which they inoft juftly 
concluded to be a lye; and, alter entertaining them- 
felves with many plcafant remarks upon it, one of them 
faid with a fmil^— * But what is this to the dog, Hil- 

* lario * The dog, Mad^^* aniwered ne, * U par- 

< don me~I am coming to the dog imrnediately.-— 

* Come hither, Pompey, and liften to your own ftory. 

* This dog, Madam — tliis very little dog — had at that 

* time the honour of waiting on the deai* woman I have 
^ been defcribing : and as the noife of my duel obliged 
f me to quit Bologna, I fent her private notice of ray . 

* intentions, and begged her by any means to'fevour 

* me with an intei*view before my departure. The 

^ monfter, 
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^ monfter, herhufband, who thea lay on hU death^bed^' 
< imimired her fo clofely, that you may imagine it was 

* very difficult to giatity my defires: but love, im- 

* mortal love, gave her courage j fhe fent me a private 
' key to get adinilfion into her garden, and appointed 
^ me an aiBgnatlon in an orange-grove at nine in the 
^ evening. I flew to the dear creature's arms, aindfptnt 

* an hour with hei- in the greateft rapture, till it grew 

* dangerous nnd iinpolfihle to (lay any longer, O mon 

* coeiir ! tiien we kneeled down both of us on the cold 
' ground, and faluted one another, for the laft time, on 

* our knees. . D — mn'd malicious fate torery at length 

* from her aims ; and ihe gave me this dog-^-^this ixidi- 

* vidual little dog — tp carry with me as a memorial of 
' Ifer Icvc. The poor, dear, tender woman died, I 

^ hear, within three weeks after my departure ! But \ 

* this dog, this divine little dog, will I keep everiaft- 

* ingly for her lake V 

When the ladies had heard him to an end—* Well,* 
faid Lady Tcjnpt'It, ' you have really told a very pretty • 

* ftorv, Hillario : but as to your reiblutions of keeping 

* the dog, I iwear you lhail break them 5 for I had the 

* misfortune the other day to lofe my4fevourite black 

* ipaniel of the mange, and I intend you (hall give me 

* this little dog- to lupply his place/ — ' Not for theuni- 

* vcrfe, Madam r r^.*plied IliJlarioj *I fhould cxpecl to 

* fee his dear injured miltrcls'ji ghoft haunting me in my 

* fleep to night, it I could be guilty of fuch an a6l of 
^ infklelity to her — ^ Pugh,' faid the lady, * do not 

* tell me of ftich ridiculous iuperftitioiis trumpery ! You 
^ no more came by the dog in this manner, Hillario, 

* than ycii will fly to the moon to-night. But, look'e 
^ make no preambles ^ for I pofitively muft and will 
^ take him home with me.*«— < Madasn/ i'aid Hillario, 
' this little do^ is facred to love : he was bom to be 

* the herald of lovej and there is but one confideratioii 

* in nature that can poffibly induce me to part with it.* 

* And what is that?' faid the lady • * That, Madam,* 
cries Hillario^ bowing, < is the braour of vifiting him 

• < ^ at 



Digitized by Gopgle 



«4 POMPBY THE LITTLE. 

* at all hours in his new apartments : he nnill he tlie 

* herald oflove whcrevtr he goes, on thcfc conditions. 

< It ycni will now and then admit meoi your rctirc:m&ntS9 

* little Pompcy waits your acceptance as foon as you 

* pleafc.^ * Well/ laid the kdy, fmiling, ^ you 

* know I am not inexorable, Hillario; and, if you have 

* 3 mind to vifit your little iriend at my rucilc, you 

* Will find hini ready to receive you : though, faith, 

* upon fecond thoughts^ 1 know not whether 1 dait ad- 

< mit you or not. You are fuch a killer of hulbands^ 

< Hiliario, that it is quite terrible to think on ! and if 

* mine w:v> not conveniently removed out of tHe way, I 

* fhould have the poor man i'acrificed for his jenlouly !' 

* Raillery ! raillery I' returned Hillaiio; * but as you 

< lay, my dear countefs, your moniiei* is commodtoully 
' out of the way j and therefore we need be under nq 

* apprehen lions from that quarter, for T hardly believe 

* he will rile out or liis grave to interrupt our amours !* 

* Amours T cried the lady, lifting up her voice, / pray 

* what have I ^d tliac encourages you to talk of 

* amours r , » 

From this time the converfation began to gi'ow much 
too loofe to be reported in this work : they congratulated 
each other on the felicity of living in an age that allows % 
luch indulgence to women, and gives them leave to 
break loofe from their huibands, whenever they grow 
morole and diiagreeable, or attempt to interrupt their 
pleafures. From hence they relapled again into a dif- 
courfe on the Italian opera ^ and thence made a quick 
tranfition to ladies painting. This was no iboner itart- 
ed, than Hillario begged leave to prefent the lady of 
the houie with a box ot I'ouge, ^jvhich he had brought 
with him from France, afhiring her that the ladies were 
- arrived at fuch an excellency ot ufnig it at Paris, as to 
confound all d.ftinc:tion of age and beauty. * 1 protelt 
to your ladylliip,' continued he, ' it is impoUible at 
' any diilance to dlftinguiih a woman of fixty ti-om a 
' girl of fixteen ; and I have ktn an okl dowager in the 
^ pppofite box at their play-houfe, make as good a 

* iigurc. 
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* figure, and look as blooraiug, as theyoungeft beauty 
\ in the place. Nothing in natm*e U there required to 
' make a woman hancUome but eyts. If a wmian has 
^ but eyes, flie may be a beauty whenever (he pleaiest 

* at the expence of a couple of guineas. Teeth and 

* haii-y and eye-brows and complexionsi aie ail as cheap 
' as fans, and gloves^ and ribbands.^ 

While this ingenious orator was purfulnghis eloquent 
harangue on beauty. Lady Tempeii, lookiog at her 
watch, declared it was time • to be going 3 for (he had 
fcven or eight vilits more to make that morning, and it was 
theji almoii: three in the afternoon. Litile Pompey,.who 
had abfented himfelf during great part of tiie pr^xeding 
converfation, as thinking it, perhaps, above the reach of 
his underftanding, was now ordei^d to be produced $ 
and the moment he made his appearance, Lady Tem- 
peft catching him up in her anus, was condu61:ed by 
Hillai'io into licr chair, which itood llie door waiting 
her commands. Thus' our hero, with tlu-ee footmea 
fore-running his equipage. Set out in triumph for his 
new apartnients. 

CHAP. V. 

7/5!^ cbara3er of Lady Tempcfi, <iuiti fome particular of 

her f^rnjonts arid fatnUy. 

THE iiidden appearance ot this lady, with whom our 
hero is now about taking up liis reiidence, may 
perhaps excite the reader's curiofity to know virho flieis ; 
and therefore, before we proceed any farther in our iiif- 
tory, we fhali fpend a page or two in bringing him ac- 
quainted with her charader. But let meadmcniih thee, 
my gentle friend, wholbever thou art that iliall voucb- 
fate to perufe this little treatife, not to be too forward 
in making applications, or to conibue latire intj libel ; 
for we declare here, once tor all, tha - no charaftcr drawn 
in this work is intended for any particulai* peiib% but 
meant to comprehend a great variety ; and therefore, if 
tliy fagacity difcovers likenefies that were never intend* 
ed, and meanings that were nevgr meant, be lb good to 
impute it to thy own iii-naturc, and accuit not.ilie hum- 
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%lc author of thefe fheets. Taking this caution along 
with thee, candid-ieader, we may venture to truft thee 
with a charader^ which otherwiie we ihall be airaid to 
draw. 

Lady Tempeftthen was •riginally daughter to a pri- 
vate gentleman of moderate fortune, which flie was ta 
ih'ivt in common with a brother and two other fifters : 
but her wit and beauty foondiftinguifhed hex* among her 
acquaintance! and recompenced the deficiencies of for- 
tune. She was a finee- heartedf fprightly, jovial girl^ 
very cheerful in her converiation, and open in her beha«i 
viour'j reatiy to promote any party of pleafure, and not 
iliipleafed now and then to be afiiftant in alittlemil'chief. 
This made her company courted by men of all ibrts | 
among whom her a&bility and fptrit> as well as her 
beauty, procured her many admirers. At length ihe 
was folicired in marriage by a young lord, famous for 
nothin^t bur his o-rcat dtate, and far her inferior in under* 
ftand ing : but the ad vantageouiiielii of the matcli ibon pi*e« 
vailed with her parents to give their confenti and the 
thoughtsof atitle fo dazzled her own eyes, that (he had no 
leiiure to aik her felf whether fhe liked the man or no that 
wore it. His lorcUhip marrial for the fake of begetting 
an heir to his cftate; and married her in particular becaulc 
he had heard her toafted as a beauty by moil of his ac* 
quaintance. She> on (he conti-aiy> married becaufe flie 
wanted a hufband t and mairied him, becaufe he could 
give her a title and a coach and fix. 

But, alas! there is this little misfortune attending 
matrimony, that people cannot live together any time^ 
without diicovering each other's tempers. Familiarity 
foon draws alide the ma(k, and all that artificial comphu* 
fancc and liniiing good humour, wnich makes fo agreea- 
ble apart of courtThip, go off like April bloflbms, upon 
a longer acquaintance. The year was Icarce ended before 
her young lady (hip was furprifed to find fiie had married 
a Jho/ 1 which little circumltance her vapity had conceal- 
ta from her before marriage, and the hiiif y and tranf- 
port ilie felc in a new equipage did not iuiicr her to at- • 

tend 
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tend to for die ikft half-year afterwards* But nam Out 
began to doubt whether -fhe had not made en rnhB^py 

bargain for life, and confulling with fome of her female 
intimates about it, (feveral qf whom were married) fhe 
received fuch documents from tliemy as I am afraid did 
aot alittk contribute to prepare her for the fteps ike a& 
terwards took. 

Her hufband too, though not very quick of dlfcem- 
ment, had by this time found out, that his wife's fpi- 
rit and romantic difpofition were inconfiftent with his own 
gloom I v/hich gave new clouds to his temper^ and he 
oftencurfed himielf in ^ret for marrying h<r# 

They (bon grew to reveal thefe thoughts to one ano- 
ther, both in words and aftions 5 they iat down to meals 
with indifference 5 they went to bed with indifference; 
^snd the one was always fure to Uiflike what the other 
at any timt leemed to approve* Her iadyihip had to- 
courte to the common expedient in diefe caies, I mean 
the getting a female companion into the^hoirfe with her, 
as well to relieve her from the tedioufnefs of fitting down 
to meals alone with her hufband, as chiefly to heai* her 
complamtSy and fpirit her up againft her fool and ty- 
rant, the names by which fl» ufually fpoke of her 
lord and iiiaftef • When no inch female companiofis, or 
more properly toad-eaiers, happened to be prefent, flie 
chofe rather to divert herieU with a little favourite dog, 
than to murder any of her precious time in converfmg- 
with her huiband. This his brdfliip oli^ferved, and be- 
fides many ftvere refle£Hons and crols fpeeehes, at length 
he wreaked his vengence on the little favourite, and in a 
paflion put him to death. This was an affair fo heinous 
in the lady's own efleem, and pronounced to be lb bar-' 
kanM, ^ Jhockingy (o inhumoHf by ailher^teqnatntance, 
that flie refblved no longer to keep any terms with him, 
and from this moment grew defperate in all her anions. 

Firft then, (he refolved to fupply the place of one fa- 
vourite with a great number, and immediately procured 
^s many dogs into the family as it could well hold* His 
lonUhipi ki return^ would ordei: his ferratit to hang two 
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or thice of them every week, and never failed kicking 
. tbcmdown ftairs by dozens, whenever they came in his 
way. When this and many other ttratdgems had been 
tried, ibme with good and fome with bad fiiccefs, flie 
came at laft to play the great game of female refentment, 
and by many intimations gave him to mlftiTift, that a 
iiranger had Invaded his bed. Whether this was real or 
only an artifice of ipite, his loiidfliip could never diico* 
ver, and therefore we ihall not indulge the reader^s cu- 
riofity, by letting him into the fecret : but the bare appre- 
henfion of it fo inflamed his choler, that her company 
now became intolerable to him, and indeed their meetings 
were dereadful to themielves, and terrible to all beholders. 
Their fervants ufed to ftand at the door to Uften to their 
quarrels, and then charitably difperie the fubjeAs of 
them through the town 5 fo that all companies now rang 
of Lord and Ladv Tempeft. But this could not conti- 
nue long^ for indifference may fometimes be bor^iin a mar- 
ried ftate> but indignation and hatred I believe never can $ 
and it is impoffible to fay what their quarrels might have 
pffoducedt had not his lordfhip very feafonably died, and 
left his difccnfolate ^ido-iu to bear about the mockery of 
woe to all public places for a year. 

She now began the world anew on her own foundatioOf 
and fet fail down the ftream of pleafure, without the fears 
of virginity to check her, or the influence of a hu(band 
to control her. Now (he recovered that (prightlinefs of 
converlation and gaiety of behaviour, which had been 
clouded during the latter part of her cohabition with her 
hulband \ and was foon cried up for the greateft female 
wit in London. Men of gallantry, and aU the wcrld of 
pleafure, bad eafy accefs to her^ and malicious fame 
reports, that (he was not over hard-hearted to the foli- 
citation.s of love 5 but far be it from us to report ai>y 
liich Improbable Icandal. What gives her a place in 
this hittory, is her fondnefs for dogS) which from her 
cliildhood ihe loved exceedmgly, and was feldom without 
a little favourite to cari*y about in her arms 5 but fron\ 
the moment her angry huiband facriiiccd one of tiiem to 

his 
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his re&iitmefit, (he grew more ps^onateiy fond of them 
than ever, and now conftantly kept fix or eight df vari«> 

ous kinds in her houl'e. About this time, one of her 
greateft f avourites had the misfortune to die of the mange, 
as was above commemorated ^ and when (lie law little 
Pompey, ihe refolved immediately to beftow the vacancy 
upon lum» which that weU*bred gentleman confented to 
on certain conditions, as the reader has feen in the fore- 
going chapter. ' 

She returned home from her vlfit juft as the clock was 
-ftriking four, and after furveymg heviclf a moment in the 
gUdiBi and a little adjufting her hairi wentdireiUy to intro* 
Svcemafter Pompey to his companions. Thefe were an 
Italian e^reyhound, a Dutch pug, two black Ipaniels of 
King Charles's breed, a harlequin greyhound, a fpotted 
Dane, and a moufe-colouredEngliih buU-dog. 7 hey heard 
dieir miftrefs rap at the door, and were a&mbled in the 
dining room, ready to receive her: but on the appear- 
ance of mafter Pompey, they fet up a general bark, per- 
haps out of envy ; and feme of them treated the little 
iti'anger with rather more rudencfs than was conhftent 
with dogs of their ^education. However, the lady ibcm 
intei'pofra her authority, and commanded filence among, 
them, by ringing a little bell, which Ihe kept by her for 
that purpofe. They all obeyetl the fignal inftantly, and 
were IHil in a moment ; upon which flie carried little 
Pompey roimd, and 6bliged them all to falute their new 
acquaintance, at the fame time commanding iomeof them 
to a(k pardon for their unpolite behaviour 5 which whe- 
ther they underftood ornot nuiftbeleft to the reader's de- 
termination. Sliethen fuiumoncd a fervant, and ordered 
a chicken to be roarted for him j but hearing that din- 
ner was jult ready to be feived up, (he was pleafed to 
fay, he muft be contented with what was provided for 
herfelf that day, but gave orders to the cook to get rea* 
dy a chicken to his own fhare againft night. 

Her b.dyftiip now fat down to table, and Pomepy was 
placed at her elbow, where he received r(Tany dainty bits 
from her fair h^s^ and was carefled by her all dinner- 
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timei with more than ufual fondads. The fervantt 
winked at one another while they were waiting, and con- 
veyed many (beers acrois the table wiiih their looks; all 
whicli had the good luck to efcape her ladyftiip^s obfer. 

vatioii. But the moment they were retired from wait- 
ing, tliey gave vent to their thoughts with all the fcurri- 
lous wit and ilUmannered railery, which diilinguiihes 
the converiaticm of thofe, party-cdoured gentlemen. 

And firft, the butler out of livery ferved up his re- 
iwarks to the houfekeeper's table 5 which confiited of him- 
felf, an elderly fat woman the houfekeeper, and my la- 
dy's maid, a laucy, forward, affefted girl of about twen- 
ty. Addreffing himielf to thefe fecond-liand gentlewo* 
mtn, as ibon as they were pieafed to lit down to dinner^ 
he informed them,that their family was increafed, and that 
his lady had brought home a new companion. Their 
curiofity foon led them to defire an explanation, and then 
telling them that this new companion was a new dog, 
he related minutely and circumftantially allher ladyfliip^s 
behaviour to him during the time of his attendance at 
the fide-board, not forgetting to mention the orders of a 
roafted chicken for the gentleman's fupper. The houfe- 

, keeper launched out largely on the fm and wickednefs 01 
feeding fuch creatures with Chriftian vifluals^ declaring 
it was flying in the fisice of Heaven9 and wondered bow 

• her lady could admit them into her apartment, for ihe faid 
tliey h:id already ipoiled all the crimfon damaik cKairs in 
the dining room. 

But my lady's maid had a great deal more to fay on this 
fubjeft ; and as it was her particular office to wait on 
'theie four-footed worthies^ (he complained of the hard- 

' fliip done her, with greatvolubility of tongue. * Then,' 
fays flie, * there's a new plague come home, is there? he 

* has got the mange too, 1 fuppofe, and I (hall have 
^ him to wa(h and comb to*morrow morning. I am 
^ fure I am all over fleas with tending fuch nafty poilbn- 
< ous vermin, and 'tis a*(hame to putaChriftian to fuch 

* offices, I was in hopes when that lit'le mangy dtrvil 

* died t'other day, wc lliould have no more of tiieni 5 but 

deuce 
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^ deuce fetdi me if I won^t run the comb imo tlie little 

* devirs back the firft time he comes under my hands. 

* I can't endure to fee my lady let them kifs her, and 

* licic her face all over as fhe does* I am fure I'd fee all 
^ the dogs in England at Jeiicho, before I'd fuifer iu^h 
< pole cat vermin to lick my face^ fogjk I tis enough 
^ to make one iick to fee it i and I am iiire, if I was fi 

mvaiy I'd fconi to kifs a face that had been licked by 

* a dog.* 

This was part of a fpeech made by this delicate minc- 
ing comb-bru flier; and the reft we (hall omit; to wait 
.upon the inferior iervants^ who were now aflembled at 
dinner in their common hall of gluttony, and exercifing; 
their talents likewlfe on the fame fubjeii. John the 
footman here reported what Mr. William the butler had 
done before in his depai tment^ that their lady had brought 
home a new dog. < Damn it>* cries the coachman, 
with a iurly brutal voice, ' what lignifies a new dog ? 

* has fhe brought home ever a new man ?' which w is 
feconded with a loud laugh from all the company. Ano- 
ther fwore, he never knew a kennel of dogs kept in a 
bed*chamber before j which likewlfe was applauded with 
a loud and boifteix>U8 laugh : but as iuch kind of wk is 
too low for the dignity of this hiftory, though much af- 
fefteJ by many of my contemporaries, I fancy I fhall 
eafily have the reader's excuic, if X forbear to relate any 
more of it. 

To fay the truths the lower fort of men-fervants are 
themoft iniblent> brutal, ungenei'ous raicals on the face 

of the eai'th : they are bred up in idlenefs, drunken- 
neis, and debaucheiy, and inltead of concealing any 
faults they obierve at home, find a pkaiine in.vilUfying 
and manning the reputations of then: mailers in all al^- 
-houies^ nine-pin-alleys, gin-ihopsj cellars, and every 
other place of dirty rendezvous. CHAP# 
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CHAP. VL 

Our htro becmes a dog the iownp mtd fiknes in bigjh 

Plife. 
OMPEY was now grown up to maturity and dog'^s 
eftatc, when he can e to live with Lady Tempeft; 
who loon uihered him into all the joys and vanities of 
the town. 

As he attended his miftrsfs to all routs^ drums, Imr. 

ricanes, hurley-biirleys, and earthquakes, he Toon eftab- 
Jifhcd an acqmintanceand tritndfliip with the moft noted 
dogs of quality, and of courfeatfefted a moft hearty 
conttmpt for all of inferior ftation) whom he would ne- 
ver vouchiafe to play with, car pay them the leaft regard. 
Ke ieeWied to know at firft fight, whether a dog had re- 
ceived a good education, by his manner of coming info 
a roc ni, and was extremely ambitious to fliew his * col- 

* lar at court in which again he refembled certa in other 
dogs, who ai^ equally vain of their finer)% and happy 
to be diftinguiftied in their * refpeftive ordei-s.* 

' It he could have fpoken, I am perfiiacJed he would have 
uffd the phraie lb much in falhionj * Nobody one knows! 
' Wretches dropt out of the moon! Creatuies Iprung 

* from a dunghiJ 1 ! ' By which are iignified all thole who 
are not bom to a title, or have not impudence and di(^ 
honefty enough to run in debt'with their taylors for laced 
cloaths* 

Again, had he been to write a lettei from Bath or 
Tunbridge, he would haye told his correipondent, there 
was not a fotil in the place j though^at the fame time he 
knenv f hei-e were above two thoufand j becaufe perhaps 

ni lie of the men wore ftars and gartei's, and none of the 
v/cmen were bold enough to impoverilh their fanulies, by 
playing at the noble and illultrious game of Bragg- 

As he was now become a dog oi ti^e town, and per- 
fi'AJv weil-breti, of courfe hegavehimfclf up to intrigue, 
ar:d h.'d leldom lels than two or three amours at a time 
\vi{ h bitches of the hiohf ft fafliion : In vvhicli circumftan- 
ces he i gain lamented the want of fpcech, being by that 
mcsns debarred irom the pleaiure of boafting 9f the fa- 
vours 
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vours he received* But his gallaatries were foon 
divulged by the cooTeqaences of them $ and as fevend 
very pretty puppies had been the oflfspring of his loves» 

it was ufual for all the acquaintances of Lady Tcmpeft to 
iblicit and cultivate his breed. And here I (hall beg 
leave to in£ert two little billets of a very extxaordinary na- 
ture^ as the fpeclmen of what it is that engages the atten- 
tion of ladies of quality in this refined anii accomplifiied 
age. - Lady Tcmpeft was fitting at her toilette erne morn- 
ing, when her maid brought her the following little Icroll, 
from another lady^ whofeuame will be Icea at the bottom 
of her letter. 

* DEAR TEMPEST, 

* My favouite little Veny is at prefent troubled with 

* certain amorous infirmities of nature, and would not be 
^ difpleafed with the addrefles of a lover* Be ib good 

* 'therefore to littlePompey by my fervant who brings 

* this note, fori fancy it will make a veiy pretty breed j 

* and when the lovers have tranfafled their affairs, he 

* fliall be fent home incontinently. Believe me, dear 
< Tempefti yours affectionately^ 

* Racket/ 

Lady Tempeft, as foon as ftie had read this curious 
epidle, called for pen and ink, and immediately wrote 
tne following anfwer^ which likewife we beg leave to 
infert. 

< 0£AR RACK£T9 

< INFIRMITIBS of nature we ail are fubjeft to^ and 

* therefore I have fent matter Pompey to wait upon Mifs 

* Veny, begging the favour of you to return him as foon 

* as his gallantries are over. Confider my dear, nom»« 

* dem love can^ in the nature of things, laft above three 

* days, and therefore I hope to fee my Uttle fmnd ag^in 
' very foon. Youi? affeCtimate friend^ 

* Tempest.* 

In confequence of thefe letters, our hero was conduiled 
to Mrs. Racket's houfe, whei*e he was received with d^e 
civility due to his ftation in Ufe> and treated on the foot- 
ing 
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ing of a gentleman who came a courting itt the family^ 
Mrs. Racket had two daiighters» who nad greatly im-* 
proved their nattural rtUfhm pleafure in the warm climate 

of a town education, and were extremely follcitoiis to in- 
form themlel ves of all the my fteries of love. Thefe young 
ladies no fooner heard of Pcmipey^s arrival, than they 
went dow*i ftairs into the parlour) and undertook thern^ 
ielves td introduce him to Mifs Veny ; ibr love fo much 
engrofled their thoughts, that they could not fufFer a 
lap-dog in thchoufe to have an amour without their pri- 
vity. Here, while they were iblacing themfelves with 
innocent fpeculation, a young gentleman Who vifited on 
a familiar footing in the familyt was introduced fome* 
what abruptly to them. They no fooner found them- 
felves furpril'ed, than they ran tittering to a comer of the 
parlour, :uid hid their faces behind their fans; while their 
vifitor not happening to obferve the hymeneal rites that 
were celebraring> begged to know the caufe of their mirth. 
This i^edoubled their diveiTiont and they burft out a- 
frefli into fuch immoderate fits of laughter, that the poor 
man began to look exceeding foolifli, imaoining himfelf 
to be the objeft ot their ridicule. In vain he renewed 
his entreaties to be let, into the fecret of their laughter j 
the ladies had not the power of utterance^ and he would- 
ftill have continued ignorant, had he not accidentally caft 
his eye allde, and there beheld mafter Pompty with the 
moft prevailing iclicitation making love to his four-footed 
miftrefs. This at once fatisfied his curioiity^ ^nd he 
was no longer at a loTs to know the reaibn of that tA^coili- 
•mon joy and rapture which the ladies had expreded* 

Thus was our hero permitted to riot in all the luxu- 
ries of life, and treated eveiy where, both at home and 
abroad, with the greatell indulgence* He fed every day 
.upon chickens, partridges, ragouts, fricaflees, and all 
the rarities in feafon $ which lb pampered him up with 
luxurious notions, as made fome niture fcenes of fife the 
more grievous to him, when fortune obliged him to un- 
dergo the hardihips that will hereafter be recorded, 

CHAP. 
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^ CHAP. VII. 

Relating a curious difpute on the immortaUij of tbe^ foul, in 
<which the nam of our hero will but once be mentioned* 

NOTHING is more common on the ftage, than to 
fufpend the curiofity of an audience in the moil 
ixltereftlng" Icenes of a play, and relieve them, as it is 
called, with a dance of ghofts, or devils, or furies, or 
Other outlandifh beings* In imitation this laudable 
cuftQm» before the resuier proceeds any farthei- in Pom- 
pey^s hiftoiy, he is defired to relieve himlelf with a curi- 
ous difpute on the immortality of the foul, which palTed 
one day in our hero's prefence. 

Lady Tempelt, about this time, being indifpofod 
with fome trifling diforder^ kept her chamber, and veas 
attended by two phy ficians. T hefe gentlemen were now 
making their morning vilit, and had juft gone through 
the examinations which cuftom immemorial prcfcribes : 
as — * How did your ladyfliip fleep laft night ? Do you 

< find any drowth> Madam? Pray let me look at your 

< ladyfhip^s tongue;^ and many other queftions which I 
have not leifm*e now to record : when on a fudden a vio- 
lent rap at the door, and fliortly afterward the appeai ance 
of a vifitor, interrupted their proceedings. The lady 
who now arrived came diredlly up to Lady Tempeft, and 
made her compUmentrs $ then being defired to ut dowUf 
flie feU into iome common chit-chat on the news of* the ' 
town 5 in the midft of which, without any thing prepa- 
ratory to fuch a fubjeft, addreffmg herfelfona fudden to 
one of the phyficians, with a face of infinite lignificauce 
and erudition, flie aiked him if he believed in the im- 
mortality of the foul 'f but before we anfwer this extra- 
oiidinai7 queftion, or relate the converfation that enfued 
upon it, it will be for the reader's eafc to receive a fliort 
iketch of her civcirailcr. 

In many reipe6ls this lady was in i^nilar circumftances 
with lady Tempeftj only with this dilference> that the 
one had been feparatediiromher hu(band by his death, the 
other divorced from hers by aft of parliament ; the one 
was fai^ious for wit^ and the other aife^ed the character 

of 

\ 
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or wlfdom. Lady Sophiiler, (for that was lier name) 
as Icon as fh;; was releafed from the matrimonial fetters, 
fet out to vifit foreign parts^ and had difplayed her 

' charms in moft of the courts in Europe. There, in 
ixiiany parts of her tour, fhe had cultivated an acquain- 
tance with literati, and particularly in France, where 
the ladies afFe<?i: a reputation of fcience, and are able to 
difcourfe on the profoundeft quellions of theology and 
philofophy. The labyrinths of a female brain are fo 
various' and intricate, that it is difficult to fay what iirft 
fnggefted the opinion to her, whether caprice or vanity 

. <;i being fingular ; but all on a fudden her ladyfliip took 
a fancy into her head to difbelieve the immortality of 
the foul, and never came into the company of leanied 
men without difplaying her talents upon this wonderful 
fiibjcft. This extraoniinaiy principle, to fhewtbat flie 
did rot taicc up her notions lightly and wantonly, Ihe 
was able to demcnftrate 5 and could appeal to the greatett 
:iuthorities in defence of it. bhe had read Hobbes, 
Malbranche, Locke, Shaft eibury, Woolafton, and many 
more; all of whom Ihe obliged to give teftimony to her 
paradox, and perverted paflages out of their works with 
a fi^ility * very eafy to be imagined/ But Mr. Locke 
had the misfortune to be her principal favourite, and 
confequently it relle4 chiefly upon him to fumiih her 
with quotations whenever her lady (hip pleafed to engage 
in controverly. Such was tlie character of Lady So- 
phiiler, who now arrived, and aflced the fu! prifing queftion 
above- mentioned concerning the inunortality ot theibul. 

'^)G61cr Kildarby, to whom Ihe addiciled heiieif, af- 
tonilhcd at the novel.y of the queftion, fatftaring with 
horror and amazement on his companion ; which Lady 
Tempeft oblcrving, and gueiling that her female friend 
was going to be very abiurd, relblved to promote the 
ccnvenation for her own amufement. Turning herl'eJf, 
therefore, to the do6lur, flie laid with a fmile — * Do not 
* you unda ftaiid the nrieaning of her ladyftiip's queftion, 
^ bir ? She aiks you if you believe in the inmiortality of 
^ tlie foulf* . . < Uciitve 

/ 
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^ Believe in the iinihoitality of thefovly Madam T 
faid the doftor, ftaring j * blefs me, your ladyfhips afto- 

* nifli me beyond mdilu re. Believe in the i.v.uioi tality 
« of the Ibul I Yes, undoubtedly , and I hope aU iuan- 

< kind does the fame/ 

* Be not too fxireof that. Sir,' fald Lady Sophifter: 

* pray have you ever read Mr. Locke's controvtrfy wiA 

< the BiOiop of Worccfter 

* Mr. Locke'jj contiovcny, Madam replied the doc- 
tor 5 * I proteft I am not fure : Mr. Locke's controverly 

* witi^the Bilhop of Worcelter 1 Let me <ee~ 1 vow I 

* cannot recolleft — My reading lia& been veiy multiiari- 

< ous and extenfive— Yes, Ms^am, I think I have i^d 

* it ; though I proteft I cannot be Jure whether I have 
' * read it 01 no.' 

Have you ever read it, DofVor Rlmharb ?' (aid flie, 
addreifing herfelt to the other physician. 

^ O yes, Madam, very often,' replied he j * it is that 
« fine piece of his where— Yes, yes, I have read it very 

* often ; I remenibcr it peifeilly wclJ. But prav, Ma- 

< dam, is there any paflugt — 1 beg your iadythlp's par- 
^ den if I am millaken — but is there any pallagc, 1 lay, 

* in that piece, which tends to confirm your Jadyfbip's 

* notion concerning the immortality of the Ibul ?' 

* Why pray, Sir,' faid the lady, with a Irnile of tri- 
umpli, * what do yo\i eltccm the foul to be ? Is it air, or 

* fire, or cether, or a kind of quinteflcrxe, as Ai'iltotic 

* obiei*ved, and compohtion of ail the elements ?' 
Dodor Rhubarb, quite dumb-ibundcd with io much 

learning, deiired iu-ft to hear her lad} iliip's opinion of 
the matter. ^ My opinion,' rtrfumed flie» < is exs^ftly 

* the fame with Mr. Locke's. You know Mr. Lcckc 

* obferves there are various kinds of matter — Well, but 

* firft we fliculd define matter, which you know tlie io- 
' gicians^ tell us is an extended ibhd iubiiancj;. Well, 

* out of this matter, fome you know is made ^nto 
' roles and peach trees ; then the next ftep which matttr 

* takes, is aniaul life 5 ironi whence, you know, wc 
^ have lions and elephants, and all the race ofb:utc&: 
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Digitized by Google 



38 POMPEY THE LITTLE. 

< then the h&, ftep, as Mr. Locke obieives. Is thought^ 

* andreafon, andvolition> from whence are created men 5 
' and therefore you very plainly fee it is impoflibie for 

* the foul to be immortal.* 

Pardon mc, Mad.ini/ fald Rhubarb. * Rofcs, and 

* peach-trees, and elephants, and lions ! I proteft I re- 
« member nothing of this nature in Mi*. Locke. — * Nay, 

< Sir,' cried Ihe, * can you deny me this ? If the foul is 
fire, it muft be extinguiihea; if it is air, itmuft be 

* difperfed j if it be only a modification of matter, why 

* thcnof courfe itceafes, you know, when matter is no 
« longer modified j it it be any thing elfe, it is exaftly 

< tlie fame thing: and therefore you muft confefs — In- 

* deed, do6lor; you muft contefs-r-that it is impbliible 
« for the Ibul to oe immortal.' 

Doftor Kildaiby, who had fat filent for fome time to 
coUefl his thoughts, finding what a learned antagonift he 
had to cope witii, began now to hai*angue in the follow- 
ing manner. < Madam,' faid he, * as to the nature of 
' the Ibul, to be lure there have been luch opinions as 

* your lady fliip mentions about it — ^many various and 
unaccountable opinions. Some called it DivinumCoe- 

* lellej others Quinta EfTentia, as your ladyfhip ob- 

* /erves; and others Inflammata Animaj that is, Ma- 
^ dam. Inflamed Air. Aritoxenus, an old mufician^ 

* as I remember, imagined the Ibul to be amufical tune $ 

* and a mathematician that I have heard of, fuppofed it 

* to be like an cequilateral triangle. Delcartes, I think, 

* makes its rcfidcnce to be the pineal gland of the 

* 'brain, where all the nerves terminate ; and Borri, I 

* remember, Che Milanefe phyficisyfi, in a letter to Bar- 

* tholine, Je ortu cereM et ufu medico^ allerts, that in 

* the brain is found a certain veiy fiibtile fragrant juice, 

< (which I conceive may be the laine as the nervous juice 

* or animal fpirits) and this he takes to be. the i^fidence 

* or feat of the foul^ the fubtilty or finenefs of which ^ 
^ he fuppofes to depend, Mstdam, on the temperature of 

* this liquor. But really ^1 thefe opinions may very 

* probably be faliej we do but grope iii the daik, Ma- 

* damj 
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' dam 5 we do but grope in the dark'j and it would be 
« better to let the fubjedl entirely alone. The concurrent 
opinions of %aii mankind have ever agreed in believing 

* the immortality of the foul ; and this, I confeis, is to 
^ mean unanfwerable argument of its truth. Youfee> 

* Madam, I purpofely wave the topic of revelation/ 

* Oh, Sir, as to that matter,* cries the lady, inter- 
rupting him, ' as to revelation, Sir-^^ And here Aie 
ran into much common-place raillery at the expence only 
of ChrilVianity and the Goiptlj till Lady Tempcit cut 
her fhort, and defired her to be filent on that head j tor 
,this good lady believed all the do6lrines of religion, an^ 
v^as contented, like many others, with .the trifling, pri- 
vilege only of difobeying all its precepts. 

Lady Sophifter, however, refolved not to quit the field 
of battle, but rallied her forces, and once more fell on 
her adverfaries with an air of triumph, * You Ihy, I 

* tliink Sir,* refumedflie, * tjiat a multitude of opinions 
^ will eftabliih a truth. Now you know all the Indians 

* believe that their dogs will go to heaven along with 

* them J and if a great many opinions can prove any 

* thing to be true, what fay you to that. Sir? India, 

* you know, doftor, is a prodigious large wide trafl of 
' continent,- where the Gymnofophifts lived, and all 
^ that*— Pray, Lady Tempeft^ * let us look at your 

* globes.' 

* My globes, Madam P fald Lady Temped ; * what 

* globes of mine does your ladyfliip dcfire to fee?* 

* What glebes ?' replied the difputant j * why yource- 

* leftial andtereftrial globes to be fure. I want to look 
^ out India in the map, and ihew thedoflor what a pro* 

* digious wide traft of continent it is in comparifon of 

* our Europe : however, come, I believe we can do 

* without them. As I was faying, therefore. Sir, the 

* Indians you know believe their dogs will bear them 
' company to heaven $ and if a great many opinions can 
' -eftabiifh the truth of an hvpothefis— you underftand 

* me, I hope, becaufe I would fain Ipcak to be under- 

* ftood— I fay, if a great many opinions can prove any 
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* thing 10 be tnie, what fay you to that Sh* ? For Iir" 

* ftance, now, thcxe is Lady Ttmpeft's little lap-dog—* 
< My dear little creature^^ laid Lady Teixipeft, catching 
him up in her arms, ^ will yon go to' heaven along with 

* me? I fhall be vaftly glad of your company, Pompey, 

* if you will.' From this hint both their ladyfliips had 
many bright fallies, till Lady Sophifter, flufiied with the 
hopes of this argument, recalled her adverfary to the 
quellioni and defired to hear his reply. ' Come, Sir)* 
laid (he, < yovi have not yet refponled to my argument, 

* you have not anfwered my laft fyllogilin. 1 think I 

* have gTavelled you now 5 I think I have done for you ^ 

* I think I have demolifhL^d you, doftor/ 

^ Not at all> Madam,' laid Kildarby j ^ really, as to 
^ that matter, that is neither here nor there. Opinions^ 
^ Madam, vagaie in-egulai' opinioBS, will fpring up and 

* float in people's brains 5 but we were talking of the 

* diilates of fenfe and reafbn. Savages, Madam, will 

* be favagej but Indians have nothing to do with Eu- 

* ropeans. The reply to what your lady (hip has ad- 
' vanced would be eafy and obvious : but really I muft 

* beg to be excuied j my profeffion does not oblige me 

* to a knowledge of fuch lubjeftsj I came here to pre- 

* fcribe as a pliyiician, and not to difcufs topics of the- 

* ology. Come, brother, I believe we only interrupt 
^ their ladyfliips, and I am obliged to call upon my 
« Lord—-, and Sii* William— and Lady Betty, 

* and many other people of quality this morning.' Dr, 
Rhubarb declared that he likewife had as many vifits to 
make that morning I whereupon, taking their leaves and 
their fees, the two gentlemen retired with great preci- 
pitation, leaving herlady(hip in po0effionof the field of 
battle 5 'who immediately reported all over the town that 
ilie had out-reafoned two phyficians, and obliged them 
by dint of argument to conicfb tliat the foul is not 
immcrtal. 

And now begging the l eader's pardon for this digref- 
fton, let us return to our hero, who Tarn afraid is goiirg 
to fufTer a great revolution in his life. CHAP« 
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CHAP- VIII. 

Farms and fundry matters. 

LADY Trfnpeft had been walking one morning in 
St. James's Park, with her little favourite, as 
ulbal, attending her; forfhe never went abroad without 
taking him in her aims. Here ihe fet him down on his 
legs, to play with fome other dogsof quality, that wclre 
taking the air. that morning in the Mall 3 giving htm 
ftrift orders, however, not to preftime to ftray out of her 
fight. Yet, in Ipite oF this injunflion, ibmething or 
. other tempted his curiofity beyond the iii;tlts ot the 
Mall : and there, while he was rolling and indulging 
himielf on the green-grafs, (a pleafure by novelty ren* 
dered more agreeable to" him) it was his, misfortune to 
fpring a bird ; which he purfued with liich eageniefs ai d 
alacrity, that he was quite out of light before ne thought 
proper to give over the chafe. His miltrels, in the 
mean while, was engaged in fo warm and intereib'ng a 
difpute on die price ot iitk, that ihe never mifled her fa* 
vourite ; nay, what is ftill more extraordinary, Hie ^ot 
into her coach and drove home, without once beftowing 
a thought upon him. But the moment fhe arrived in 
her dining-room, and calt her eyes on the reil of her 
four-foot^ iriends, h&r guilt inunediately flew in her 
face, and fhe cried out with a fcream— Ajs I am alive, 
* I have left little Pompey behind me!* 

Then iummciiing up two of her iervants, flie com- 
manded them to go direftly and fearch every coi ner of 
the pai*k with the greateil diligence, protefling (he 
ihouid never have any peace of mind till her favourite 
was reftored to her arms. Many times (he rang her 
bell to know if her fen- ants were returned, befoi e it was 
poflible for them to have got thither: but at Icnpth the 
fatal mefllnger arrived, that Pompey was no where to be 
• found. And indeed it would have been next to a mira- 
cle if he had \ for thefe faithful ambtiiladors had never 
once ftirred from the kitchen-fire, where, together \Vitli 
rnt reli: of the fervants, tliey had been Lui^hing at the 
fgily of ^hcii jniitrefs. And the reafoii why they denied 
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their return fooner was, becaufe they imagined a fuffici- 
enn time had not then elapfed to give a probability to 
th:it lie which they were determined to tell. Yet this 

, did notfatisfy their laciy; flie lent them a fecond time to 
•rep»;at their learch, and a fcconJ time they returned with 
the fame; aniwer. At this again the reader is defued not 
to wonder j for though her ladyfhip faw them out of the 
Iioulb her/blfy and ordered them to bring back h^ fa- . 
voiirite under pain of difmiffiopy the fartheft of their 
travels was only to analtiioufe at the comer of theftreetj 
wlieie they had been entertaining a large circle of their 
paity-coloured bretnren with much ribaldiy at the ex- 
pence of their milb efs. 

Tcndemefs to this lady's charaScr makes jne oafs 
over much of the forrow flie vented on this occanon 9 
but I cm not help relating, that ll;e immediately dif- 
patchcJ cards to ail her acquaintance, to put off a drum 
which was to have been held at her houie that evening j 
giving as a reafon, that (he had loft herdaiiing tap-dog^ 
and could not fee company. 'She continui§d to. adver« 
tife him in aUthe newl'papcrsfor a month together, with 
inci eafe ot the reward as the cafe gi'ew more defperate : 
yet neither all tlie enquiries flie made, nor all the re- 
wards flie offered, ever rertored l^ttie Pompey to her 
arms. We muft leave her, tl\erefore, to receivt the 
confolations of her friends on this afflicting lofs> and 
reiinn to examine after our hero. 

He had been purhiinga bird, as was before defcri bed ; 
and when his diverlion was ovei', galloped back to the 
Mali) not in the lead doubting to find his lady there at 
his refum. But, alas, how ^reat was his difappoint* 
mcnt! He i-an'tip and down, Imelling to every petticoat 
he met, ami flaring up in every tun ale face ; yet nei- 
ther ins eyevi or nofe gave him the intormation he defiied. 
S< ven tiir.';s he courled from Buckingham Houfe to the 
H^rle Guards, and back again; bat all in vain: at 
lei'^th tiveil, difconfolate, and full of defpaii> he fat 
hirnfelf down under a tree, and there turning his head 
ah'icm d thougiitfulaLiIcudc, abaudoiiedhimlelf tomuch 
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mournful meditation. In this evil plight, whik.he .was 
raminating on his fate, and, like many other people in 
thepark> unable to divine where he Ihould get a dinner, 'he 
was fpied by a little girl about feven years old, who Was 

walking by htr mother's fide in the Mall. Shenofooner 
* perceived him, th«in flie cried out — * La, mamma, there's 

* a pretty dogT and then applied herfelf with much ten* 
dernels to ibiicit him to her* The wretched are always • 
glad to find a friend j and our little unfortunate no fboner 
law one courting him to her, than immediately breaking 
cfF his meditations, he ran haitiiy up, and laluting her - 
eagerly with his fore-paws, gave fo miny dumb expref- 
lions of joy, tliat fpeech itlelf could hardly have been 
more eloquent* The young lady, on her fide, cbsurmed 
with his ready cmnpliance, fnatched him up in her arms, 
and kifled him with great delight 5 then tuniing again to 
her mother, and afkmg her if flie did not think him a 
lovely creature — * I wonder,' faid fhe, * whole dog it 

* is, mammal I have a good mind to take him iiome 

* with me; fiiali I, mamma? Shall I take htm home 
^ with me, mamma?* To this alfo her mother conlented; 
and when they had taken two or tliree more turns, they 
retired to their coach, and Pompey was conduced to his 
new lodgings. 

As ibon as they alighted at home, little mifs i*an has- 
tily up ftairs, to fiiew her brother and filters the prize 
Ihe had found ; and he was handed about from one to 
the other, with great delight and adniiration of his becnUy • 
Then he was introduced to all their favourites, whicii 
were, adonnoufe, two kittens, afquin el, a parrot, and 
a magpye. To thefe he was prelented with many chiidifii 
ceremonies, and a thoufand little follies, which make up 
the happinefs of this happieft age. The parrot was to 
make a fpeech to him, the fquirrel to treat him with 
fome nuts,, the kittens to dance fox his diverhon, the 
magpye to tell his fortune j and all were enjoined to con* 
tribute fometlung to the entertainment of the little Aran- 
ger in his new apartments : and it is inconceivable how 
buiy they were in the execution of thcie trifles, with all 
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their fpirits in a hurry* ^and their whole fouls laid out 
upon them. ^ 
Qne would have imagined} afterthe extraordinary ten- 

derneis with which our hero had been treateti by Lady 
Tempeft, he muft have felt great regret and concern at 
the loi's of her \ but I am fony to lay it^ heliad no fooner 
dined} and felt himfelf Ihug in a new apartment* than 
he entirely forgot his former miftreis. Here I know not 
how to excufe his behaviour* Had he been a man, one 
ihouid not have wondered to find him guilty ot ingrati* 
tude ; a vice deeply rooted in the nature of that wicked 
animal : but that a dog, a aeature famous for fidelity, 
ikeuld fe foon forget his formed friend and benefa^lrelSt 
iS| J confefs, quite unaccountable j and I would wil« 
lingly draw a veil over this part of his conduft, if the 
veracity of an hiltorian did not oblige me to relate lit. 

CHAP- IX. ^ 
What the reader njoill knoaxj if he reads it. • 

THE father of this little brood, who are noW in pof- 
feflion of our hero, was Captain Vincent of^ the 
Guards, a gentleman whofe chai*a6ler will cofi: us no long 
delcriptlon. - 

Captain Vincent of the Guards was an exceeding hand- « 
fome maii^ about thirty .years old, tall, and well-pro- ' 
portioned in his limbs i but fo entbely devoted to the 
ccmtemplation of his own pretty perfon, that he never j 
detached his thoughts one moment from the confidera- : 
tion ot it. Confcious of being a favourite of the ladies, 
among whom he was received always with eyes of afFec* 
tion, he thought the charms of his Agure irrefiftible 
wherever he came, and feemed to ihew himfelf in all 
public places as an obje£l of public admiration. You 
law for ever in his looks a linile of aflurance, compla- 
cency, and felf-appiaule : he appealed always to be won- 
dering at his own accompIi(hments, and efpecially when 
he made a furvey now and then of his drefs and limbs, 
it was as much as to fay to his company— Gentlemen 

* and ladies, look on me, if you can, without admira- 

* tion," The reputation of two or thiee affaiis which 

> Fame 
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Fame had given him with women o[ t'afliion, ft ill con- 
tributed to increale his vanity, and authorized him, as 
he thought, to beftow more time and pains on the beau- 
tifying and adorning ib fuccefsful a figure. In fliortf 
after many real or pretended amours^ which made him 
inrufFerably vain, he married at laft a celebrated town- 
beauty, a woman of quality, who was in ail rdpcfls equal 
.to, and worthy of, luch a hufband. 

Lady Betty Vincent, the wife of this gentleman, was 
one of thofe iiaughty nymphs of quality who prefumc fo • 
much on the merit of a title, that they never trouble 
themfelves to acquire any other. She was proud, expen- 
five, infolent, and unmannerly, to her inferiors} vain oi » 
her rank, and ftill vainer of her perfonj fiUl of extrava- 
gant airs $ and though exceedingly fdly, conceited of an 
imaginary wit and (mantiefs. As &e fetout in life with 
a mil penu^fion that her prodigious beauty, merit, and 
accompliihments, muft loon procure her the title of 
* Her grace," flie rejefted fcveral advantageous matches 
that o^ered, becaufe they did not in all points come up 
to the height of her ambition* At length, finding her 
charms begin to decay, in afitof luft, difappointed pride, 
and oppolition to her mother, with whom fhe had then 
a quarrel, fhe patched up a marriage with Captain Vin- 
cent of the Guards, contrary to the advice and remon- 
firances of all her friends and relations. 

As the captain had no revenue befide the income of 
his commiffion, and herladyihip^s fmtunedid not exceed 
feven thoufand pounds, it may be concluded, when the 
honey- moon of love was over, this agreeable couple did 
not find trie msttrimonial fetters fit jpeiiedlly eaiy upon 
them. To retr^ch in any article, they found it impof^ 
fible I to retire into the country, (till more impoiTible ; 
that was hoiTor, death, and deipair; her ladyfhip could 
not hear of fuch a thing with patience 5 fhe was ready 
to fwoon at the mention of it : and, indeed, the cap- 
tain, who was equally attached to London, nevef noade 
the propofal in earneft. 

What, then, could they do in theie embarralling cits 
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cumftances ? Why, they took a littk hoiife in Hedge 
Lane, near the bottom of the Play Market, which, be* 
ing in the centre- of public diverfions, lerved to keep 
them a little in countenance ^ and there they fupportea 
their fpmts, as well as they could, with reAe6ling that - 
they uill lived in the world, though their apaiLineats 
were not fo commodious as they couid w lilu 

Fettered pride is lure, to turn into peeviflinefs, and 
fpleen is the daughter of mortified vanity. Finding . 
themfelves cramped with want, they grew uneafy, dif- 
contented, jealous of each other's extravagance,'and were . 
fcarce ever alone without reproaching one another on the 
aiticle ot expetice. The lady pouted at the captain for 
.going to White''sandthe captain recriminated on his wife 
nnr plaving at brag ; and then followed a long cohten- 
tidn which of them fpent the moft money. 

To complete their misfortunes, her ladyfliip took to 
breeding, which introduced a thou (and new expencesj 
and they muft abfolutely have ftaiTed in the midft of pride 
and vanity, had they not been feaibnably relieved now 
and then by fome handfome preients 'from Lady Betty's 
mother, my old Lady Harridan, who wasftiUalive^ fiuul 
in poffcffion of a confiderable jointure. 

The devotion which the captain paid to his beautiful 
figure has already been defcribed j nor was her ladylhip 
one jot behind him in idolizing and adorning her own 
charms.^ She j^ided herielf m a more particumr manner 
on the lovely bloom and charming delicacy of her com- 
plexion, which had procured her the envy of one iex, 
and the admiration of the other $ though, perhaps, if 
her enviers and admirers had known the following little 
ftory^ both diefe paffions would have confiderably abated 
in them. 

It was our hero^^s cuflom, whenever he came into a 
new family, to gratify his curiofity, as foon as poflible, 
with a general lurvey. ol the houfe. On his arrival, 
' here> his little owners were fo fond of him the fiift da/, 
that they lugged him about in their arms, and never per- 
mitted Ixim to ilay one moment out of theii* fights j but 
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bemg left more at his own liberty the next moming» he 

thought it was then a convenient time for making his 
' tour. After examining all the rooms above ground, he 
defccndcd mtrepidly'into the kitchen, and began to look 
about (harp for a breakfaftj forj^tofay the truths he 
had hitherto met witli very thin conunons in his new 
apartment. At laft^ a blue and white diih, which ftood 
on the drcflcr, prefenlcJ itfelf to his eye. This imme- 
diately he determined to be a lawful prey j and perceiv- 
ing nobody prefent to interrupt him, boldly made a 
fpring at it : out happening unluckily to leap againil the 
dHh, down it came^ and its contents ran about the kit- 
chen. Scarce had this happened^ when my lady^s maid 
- appeared below Hairs, and began to fcream out in a very 
fhrill accent — * Why, who has done this now ? I'll be 

* whipped it this owdacious little dog has not been and 
^ thrown down my lady's backfide's breakfaftl' After 

^ which ihe fell very feverely on the cook| who now en- 
tered the kitchen, and began to reprimand her in a very 
authoritative tone, for not taking more care of her drefl- 
ers : * But let the Apothecary," added llie, * come and 

* mix up his nattinefs himfelf and he will j for, deuce 
' fetch me if 1*11 wait on her ladyfhip's backfide in this 

' < manner ! If (he will have her clyfters, let the clyfter- 

* pipe doctoi' come and mlnifter them himfelf, and not 
' put me to her filthy offices. — O Lord, bids us I Well, 
^ rather tlian be at all this pains for a complexion, Td 
< be as brown as a beny all my life time! The fineft 
/ flowers, I have heard fiy, are raifed from dung; and^ 

* perhaps it may be lb : I am fure 'tis lb in our houfe \ 

* for ray lady takes phyfic twice a week, and treats her 
^ backfide with a clylter once a tbrtnight^ and ail this to 

* preierve a complexion V % 

While the waiting-gentlewomanwasharangumgthus 
' at the expence of her miftrefs, the captain^s valet alfo 
came into the kitchen 5 and hearing his fellow lervant 
very loudimd vociferous, inquired what was the matter. 

* Matter i' cried fhe, * matter -enough o'coni'cience I 

* Don't you fee there? Tliis plaguy little devil of a dog 

* has 
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^ has been and flung down my lady's backfide's break*^ 

* fsi&V — < Blefs us^ a prodigious difafter indeed P re- 
plied the valet. * Why, what /hall we do now, -Mrs. 

* Minikin? I am afraid your ladyfliip's complexion will 

* want its bloom to-day P—^ Hang her complexion I' 
faid Abigail ^ * I wifli her complexion was at the bottom 

< of her own clofe-ftool ! She need be fo generous to her 
^ backfide indeed 1 I am (ure ihe is not (b over-and-above 

* generous to her fervants, and her trades-folks!'— 

* True,' cried the valet : * if flie would treat us with a 
' breakfaft now and then, as well as her backfidci me- 

< thinks it would not be amils j for, deuce take me, if 
' ever I faw iuchiteuie' keeping in any family that ever 

* I lived in, in my days! They drefs plaguy fine both 
'* of 'cm, and cut a figure abroad, while their feiTants 

* are ftarving at home.'— * Yes, yes,' faid Mrs Mini- 
kin, < 'tis all iliew, and no fubltance, at oiu* houfel 

* There's your pretty maftei*, the captain, has been 

* fmugging up his pretty face, and cleaning his teeth^ 

* for this hour, before the looking-glafs, this .morning I 

* I wcndtr he does not clylLr tor a complexion tool 
' Though, thank Heaven ! he's coxcomb enough al- 

* ready, and wants no addition to his pride 5 he ieems 
^ to think no woman can look him in the face without 
^ falling in love with him, with his black iblitaire, and 

* his white teeth j and his frizzled hair, and his fop- 

* peries ! O Lord, have mercy upon us ! Weil, evei*yone 

* to their liking 2 but hang me, if I would not maiiy a 
' monkey as foon as fuch a powdered fcaramouch, were 
^ I a woman of quality l—<jret out, you little nafty de-^ 

* vil of a dog ! Hang me if I won't brain you, and let 
^ the iiale vixens yoiu' miltrdVcs lay what they pleafel* 

Havino' foi4 this, flie ict out, juil o' rage, in purfuit 
of poor Pompey, who took to his heels with great pie- 
cipitnrion, and fled ibr his life ^ but not being nimble 
enough, he was oveitaken, and fmarted feverely for the 
trefpals he had committed* To fay the truth, he foon 
began to fmd himkll very unhappily fiiuated in this fa- 
Jiiiyi for vvi etched are all thoie animals that become 

. the 
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the favourites of children. At firft, indeed| he fuiFcr- 
cd only the barbarity of their kindnefs, and was perfe- 
cuted with no other cruelties than what arofe from their 

extravagant love of him : but when the date of his fa- 
vour began to expire, (and it did not continue long) he' 
was then t:iught to feel how much feverer their hatred 
could be than their fondnefs. He had| indeed, from 
the firft, two or three dreadful preiages of what might 
happen to him ; for he had Keen with his own eyes the 
two kittens, his play-fclIows, drowned for fome mif- 
demeanor they had been guilty of 5 and the magpye"'s 
head chopped oft' witli the greateli paffion, for daring 
to peck a piece of plumb-cake that lay in the window 
without permilllon 3 which inftances of cruelty were 

. fufficient to warn him, if he had any forefight, of what 
uiisjht afterwards happen to himfelf. 

But he was not lei t long: to entertain himfelf with con- 
jeftures, before he fL-lt in perfon and in reality the mif- 
chievous difpoiition of theie littla^ tyrants. Sometimes 
they took it into their heads that he was full of fleas ^ 
and then he was foufed into a tub of water till he was 

, alnjcit dead, in order to kill the vermin tliat inhabited 
the hr.ir of his body. At other times, he was fet on 
his hinder-legs with a book before his eyes, and order- 
ed to read his leiibn ; which not being able to perform, 
they whipped htm till he howled, and then chaftifed him 
the more lor daring to be firniible of pain. 

Much of this treatment did he undergo, oft^ wifh- 
ing himicif raftered to the arms of Lady Tempeft j when 
Fortune, taking pity of bis calamities, once more re- 
vived to'ciiange his lodgings, and dolivered him from 
thi:> houicof inquiiltion. 

CHAP. X. 

A matr'nno/nal difputc* 

I* ADY Betty Vincent had a mother ftill living, as 
"We hinted 151 the preceding chapter; who, having 

worn out l--er Ifie in vanity, cards, and all Ibrts of lux- 
ury, was now turned methcdill at fcvcnty, ' and thought, 

K 'by 
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by prefenting Heaven with the <lregs of her age, to 
atone for all the riot and lafciviouibefs of her youth« 

For this purpofe, Ihe had renounced all public diver- 
fions, put hcrielf under the tuition of the two gre^t 
field-preachuig apoftics, and was become cue oi the 
warmeft vbtaries of that prevailing left. 

But, befides the ielf- mortification ihe was pleafed to 
undergo, her lad) fliip had Hkewife an additional ftrata* 
gem to procure her pardon above, which (he thoagh.t 
inipoffible to fail her j and this was tp take her ekltit 
grand-daughter out of the temptations of a wicked^ le- 
ducing age, into her own family^ and breed her up a 
meth^ift: the merit of which laudable aflion, ihe 
hoped, would compenfate all her own mifcarriages, and 
efFefturilly rcftore her to the divine favour. 

Having thus laid the fchenie of compounding matters 
with Heaven, and making the virtues of the grand- 
daughter balance, as it were, and let off the iins of the 
grand-mother, (he now thought only of putting it in 
execution. In the firlt place fhe communicated lici dc- 
' fign to the two apolUes ; and the moment fhc v;;us .-if- 
fured of their approbation, ilie ditpatclied a mefiage 
to her daughter, defiring an hour's converi'ation with 
her the firil time ihe was at leifure. 

Lady Betty, who had great dependance on her mo- 
ther, did not fail to aniwer the fummons, arid vv?.s 
with her very eaily the next n^orning j fo very early, 
that the clock had but jull Itruck one j which, ihe fai 1," 
was an inilance of her uncommon filial obedience. It 
may be imagined the two ladies ibon came to an agree-f 
ment : Lady Betty being as glad to get rid of a charge, 
as Lady Harridan to acquire a companion, which (lie 
reprefented as the motive that induced her to take he^* 
grand-daughter into her family. 

Matters being thus fettled. Lady Betty retiu*ned home 
to dinner; where ihe obferved a iuUen filepce till the 
cloth was removed, and the fervants were carryincr 
away the lali things. Then it was that fhe pleiiTcd to 

open hei' mouth> and bade one of tke footmen tell Mi- 
nikin 
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nikin to get Sally'*s cloaths and linen packed up againfl' 
the evening- There happened at this time to be a miff 
fubfifting between her ladyftiip and the captain, and 
they had glouted at one another for feveral days with* 
out exchanging a word. She did not, therefore, vouch- 
fafl' to alk her hufband's confent in the ftep fhe was tak- 
ing, nor even to inform him of it in direft terms, but 
lett liim to exti'a6l it as well as he could trom this ob- 
lique mefTage, which (he fent to her maid. The cap* 
tain^ who -faw plainly that fome my (lery was contained 
under thefe orders, nad at fii^ft a mind to be revenged 
by affc^cting not to hear them^ but curiofity prevailing 
over his reicntment, he iubmitted at length to aik wlu« 
ther his daughter was going. 

* Why, if you will ipend all your life at Whitens, and 

* rpend all ^our money in play,' replied the lady, with 
an air of diidain, * I fnuft difpofe of my cluldren as 

* v/ell as I can, I think.' 

' But what conneftion is thei'e in the name of God,* 
faid the captain, < between my playing at White's and 

* your packing up your daughter's cloaths.? Unlefs, 

* perhaps, you are going to fend your daughter to the 

* Foundling Hofpital/ 

* Yes, perhaps I am,' cries ftie, witli a tofs of her 
headi ^ it one can't maintain one's children at home^ 
< they muft e'en come upcm the pariih^ and thtre's an 
« end of it.' 

Still tlie captain remained unenlightened ; not a ray 
of information tranipired through thefe dark fpeeches j 
and, indeed, tl^ere ieemed to be no likelihood of an ec« 
clairciflement ; for in this manner they continued to 
play at ci'ofs purpofes with one another for feveral mi- 
nutes. At laft, his patience being utterly exhaufted, 
he infifted very earneftly, and fon^iewhat angrily, to 
know what was going to be done with his daughter.-— 

* Why, mamma has a mind to take the girl to live 

* with her, if you muft know,'- replied her ladyihip $ 
^ * and that is going to be done with your daughter.— 

* If you will get children, without being able to main- 

£ 2» * tain 
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* tain them, you may be thankful, methhiks, to find 

* there is fomebody in the world that will take them off 

* your hands.' — * Oh, Madam!' cries the captain, < as 

< to the article of begetting children, I apprehend your 

* ladyfhip to be full as guilty as I am 5 and therefore 

* that is out of the qutftion. But as to your mamma's 
^ taking them off our hands, devil take me if I am 
' not exceedingly obliged to her for it. Your mamma 

< is welcome to take them all, if ihe pleafes. I only 

* wanted to know what was going to be done with the 

* girl, and now I am moft perfeftly fatisfied which 
he uttered with the molt taunting pronunciatio.n in the 
woild% 

There is nothing fo exceedingly provoking as a fneer 
to people enraged and enflamed with pride. The cap- 
tain perceiyed the efleft it had ; and rcfolving to purfiie 
his triumph — ^ My dear,' added he, * to be fure the 

* prudent care you are taking to provide for your chil- 

* dren is highly commendable : but I am atraid yo\ir 

* mamma will debauch the girl with religion : ihe'U 
^ teach her, perhaps, to whine and cant, and fay her 
^ prayers under the godly Mr# Whitfield.* 

Lady Betty had never in her life flievvn tlie lea ft re- 
gard for her mother : flie had married in direft oppoil- 
tion to her will, and partly out of revenge, becaule (lie 
happened at that time to nave a quarrel with her, and 
knew her difinclination to the match ; but now, fomuch 
was fhe galled with the captain's railleiy, that (he glad- 
ly feized on any thin^ which offered as a handle of re- 
proach. With rage, therefore, fparkling in her eyes, 
and Indignation glowing ail over her face, ihe cried out 
How dare you ridicule my mamma? If mamma 
^ has a mind to be an old doating idiot, and change her 

* religion, does it become you, of ail people, to re- 

* proach her with it ? You have the greatcfl: obliga- 
' tions to her, Sir ^ and you may be alliamed to give 

* yourfelf fuch airs. You ridicule my maiftma ! you, 
« of all people in the v^rld I *Twould have been well 
^ for me, I am.fure, if I had taken mammals advice, 

' and 
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* and never had yoii; for, you know, you brought 

* northing but your litrie beggarly commiflion $ and 

* what is the income of a Httlc beggarly commiflion ? 

* "'Tis not lalFicitiit to furniili one's pin-cufliion with 

* pins. And who, pny, was you, when I had you ? 
< You know ycu was no blood or family \ and yet you 
' pretend to ridicule my mamma*! — ^You of ail people ! 
•* you ! If it was not for mamma now, you would ftarve 

* —you and all your brats wuukl ilarve with want 1' , 
When a diljpute is grown to the higheft, efpecially if 

it be a matrimonial one, all fober argument and cool 
reply are nothing better than woixls fpoken againft tlie 
wind* The judicious captain, therefore, inflead ofan- 
fwering this invc6livc of his fpoiifc, very wifely, in my 
opinion, fell a linging ; which fo exaijperated the fair 
lady, and lo utterly overfet her patience, that ihe darted 
from her chair, fwept down two or three bottles and 
glafles with her hoop petticoat, flounced out of the 
room, and rufhed up ftairs^ ready to burft with ipite 
and indignation. 

All tile while this difpute was pafling In the par- 
lour, our hero was the iubjeft of as fierce a one a* 
jnong 'his little owners, or rather tormentors, in ano. 
ther room : for as the cideft girl was going into a dif- 
ferent family, it was neceflary they fliould make a fe- n 
paration of iheir play-things 5 and our hero being in- 
capable of divifion, iinlefs they had carved him out into 
Ihares, a warm debate arofe concerning him, both fides 
obftinatdy refufing to wave their pretenlions. This, ' 
perhaps, may fcem a little wondei*ful t<Tthe reader, who 
has been informed that they were ail long ago grown 
tired of h m : but let him confider the tempers of this 
little family, begotten in fpleen, peeviflmefs, and pride, 
and I believe he will not think it unnatural, after the 
recent example he has feen of their parents, that a fpi- 
rit of oppofition fliould make them contend with the 
grcateft vehemence for a matter of the moll abfolute in- 
difference to them. This was in reality the caule of 
. their contention 5 and they would foon have gone toge- 

E 3 tlier 
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tlier by the ears, had not their mamma appeared to de- 
cide the queftion in favour of her eldctt girl| whofc 
claim, (he faid, was indifputable, from the circunw 
ftance of her finding him in the Park. 

Lady Betty was hardly yet recovered from her paf- 
fion ; but being now told that Lady Harridan's coach 
was waiting for her at the door, flie cdnpofed li r face 
as well as ftie could, and mounted into it, attended by 
her daughter and the hero of this hiftory. 

CHAP. XL 
A ftroke at the Methodifls. 

THEY arrived at Lady Harridan's about feveA 
o'clock in the evening, and were immediately con- 
duced up ftairs into her ladyftiip's dining-room, where 
they found a larofe company of women aifcmbled. On 
the firft fight of lb many ladles, I believe, our hero con- 
cluded he was oot into fome route or drum, fuch 
as he had often feen at Lady Tempeft's j yet, on the 
other hand, he knew not well how to reconcile many 
appearances with fuch a fuppofition. He faw no cards, 
he heard no laii2:hinof : the folem.n faces of the lei vanrs. 
who i\o\w and then appeared \ the fobcr looks of the 
company ^ every thing feemed to inform him, that plea- 
fure never cquid be the caufe of this aflenibly* it was, 
indeed, a fifterhood of the go(ny, met together to be- 
wail the vanities of human life» and concratulate one 
. another on their common good -luck, in breaking away 
from the enchantments of a finful world. 

The caufes which:had converted them, to njethodifm 
were aimoft as various as the feveral charaflers of the 
converts. Some, the ilUlliccds of their charms had 
driven to deipair ; othei s, a confcioufnefs of too great 
fuccefs had touched with rLpentance; and both theie 
terminated in iiiperliitious jneianchoiy, Diiappolntcd 
love and criminal amcur, though oppofite in nature, 
here wrought the fame effects, 'thunder and ightning, 
UUomened dreams, . earthquakes, \'a}X)urs, fmal! pox, 
all had their converts in this rciigiou? colkdion ; but 

far 
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far the moft part of them, like the noble prefident, were 
women fatigued and worn out in the vanities of life, the 

hatferc'ci and fupeiannuatcd jades of pieaiiire, who, be- 
ing grown Cick of theinfdvcs, and weary of the world, 
were now fled to mcthodifni, mei'ely as the ncwelt Ibrt 
of tbliy that had lately been invent^* 

< Species non omnibus una, 

* Nec diveria Cameii^ quaiem d.cet elTe fororum.' 

The appeanmce oi Lady Bcilty, in fiich a company as 
this, was like a wafp's invading a nell of drones: Ihe 
was too fpirited, too naiich dreiled, too worldly, to be 
agreeable to them j and they, in return, gave as little 
pieai'ure to her. In (hort, fm very foon found herfelf 
out of her element ; and, after fitting a tew minutes 
only, role up, and bi^gau to make her departing curt- 
icy s . 

, < Why, fure, you are not going, Lady Betty ?' cried 
the mother, ^ I prefumed upon your flaying the even- 
* ing with us.* 

* No, tiiank you,' replied the daughter 3 ^ anotlier 
time, if you pkafe, mamma: but you feem to be all 
too religious abundantly tor me at prcient! I can't af* 
ford to fay my prayers above once a week, mamma : 
and ^tis not Sunday to-day, according to my calcu- 
lation.* 

* For (liame! — for (liame, my dear! — don't indulge 
fuch kvity of difcouiieP laid Lady Han idan. ' Let 
me prevail on you to ftay, Laily Betty 5 and I am 
fure we (hall make a convert of you. There^s that 
ti-anquiility, my dear, that compofure, that ferenity 
of mind, at tending meihodifm, that, I ap.i lur<:, no 
perlbn, who judges fairly, can refufe to embrace it 1 
Fkaliire, my dear, is ail vanity and ioily, an unquiet, 
empty, tranfient deluiionl Believe me, child, i have 
experienced it $ I Ijave proved the vanity of it $ and, 
deppnd xipon't, Iboner or latei, you will come to the 
i'anie way ot thinking.' 

* Very likely I iiiay,' replied Lady Bwtty : * but 

' you'll . 
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* yoiril give me leave to grow a little wickeder .firlt, 

* won't you, mamma f I have not (ins enough at pre- 
< fent $ I am not quite wicked enough as yet to turn 
« methodift/ 

* Fie! fie! don't cncouraore that Hcentiournefs of 

* convcrihtion !' cries the old lady. ^ You (hock me, 

* my dear, beyond meafure 5 you make my blood run 

* cold again to hear you ! But let me befeech you to 

* flay 5 and you**]! have the pleafure of hearing the dear 

* Whitfield talk on this fubjei:!: j we expert him every 

* minute.' 

* Do you ?' fays Lady Betty j * then upon my ho- 

* nour, I'll hie me away this moment ; for I'll promife 

* you, mamma, I have not the leaft defire or curiofity 
' to hear the dear WhitfieH : and fo your fei-vant — 

* dies, your fcrvantl' Having laid rhls^ flie bruflied 
down ftaus, and left the company alioniflxed at hei- pro- 
fanuicis. 

As Lady Betty went out, the dear Whitfield and his 
brother apoftle entered, who were the only people want- 
ing to complete this religious coUeftion. On their ap- 
pearance ti\e myftenes began, and they all fell to lament- 
ing the wickedn^fs of their former lives. The great r^iWt 
of loving cards, the exceeding finfulnefs of having beeii 
fond of dancing in their youthful days, were enumerated 
as fins of the moft atrocious quality 5 whilft other crimes, 
of a nalui e perhaps nol infei ior to theic, were very p. u- 
dently kepi out of fight. Then Mr. Whirfield begir,i 
to preach the hillory of his life, and related the nvAij 
combats and delperate encounters he had h.ad with tl'^ 
devil : how Satan had confined him to his chamber onoe 
at college, and pemitted him rot to eat for feveral dajs 
together j with ten thoufand otlur malicious pranks 
played by the prince of darknefs on the body of that lu:- 
fortunute adventurer, if we may beiivvchis own journidy. 
He proceeded, in the next place-, to defcribe the many 
miracles which Heaven had wrouo-ht in his favour: how 
it ceaied to rain once,' and the fun broke out on a feia- 
den, jull as he wus beginnhig to preacli on Kerringtoa 

Common i 
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ComiTion j with a miliion more equally ftiipcndous pro-- 
• digies, which fliew how great aii intcreft Heaven take* 
in all the a£lions of that religious mountebank. When 
the company had enjoyed enough of this fpirituai and 
fiii'pirious converfation, they proceeded, in tne laft place^ 
to linging piahns j and this concluded the luperftition of 
the eveninii:. 

All tile toiTncr part of the time, our hero fat very 
compofed and quietly before the fire j but when they 
began to chant their hymns, Airprifed aAd aftonifhed 

with the novelty of this proceeding, he fell to howling 
with the moll ibnorous accent, and in a key much 
higher than any of the fcreaming lifters. Nor was this 
all 5 for prelently afterwai'ds, Mr. VV h d attempt- 
ing to ftroke him, he fnarled, and bit his finger: which 
being the felf-fame indionity that Lucian formerly of- 
fered to the hiuid of a fiinilar impoltor, we thought it 
not beneath the dignity of this hiftory to relate it. To 
fay the truths I believe he had taken fome difguft to 
that exceeding pious gentleman $ for, befides thefe two 
inftances of ill-behaviour, he was guihy of a much 
greater rudeneis the ncxl day to his works. 

Lady Ikiridan, as loon as llic arofe the next morn- 
ing, fent ioi her little grand-daughter immediately into 
her clofet, and made her repeat ibme long methodillical 
prayers ; after which, (lie heard her read fevei'al pages 
out of t!ie apoftle's journal, and then they went to 
breakfaiij but, by millake, left poor Pompey fliut up 
in the clolet. The littlL prifoner fcratcUeci very impa- 
tiently to be rtleaiedy and made various attempts to 
open the door $ but not having the good fortune to fuc- 
ceed, he leaped \3p0n the table, and wantonly did his 

•ctcariJHS on the hel l- preacher's memoirs, which lay 
open upon it. V7hciher this was done to exprefs his 
contLHipt or the book, or merely from an incapacity of 
fupprdiing his needs, is hauily polhble for us to deter- 

'miue ; though we are fcnfible how much it would exalt 
him in the reader's efteem, to afcribe it to the former 
motives ; and, indeed, it niuil be confelfcd, that his 

chufmg 
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chufing to drop his fuperfluities on fo particular a fpot, 

may very well countenance fuch a fuijplcion j but, un- 
lels we had the talents of JEiop to interpret the icnti- 
ments of brutes, it will for ever be impoffibie to come 
at the truth of this^ important affair, ' 

However that be. Lady Harridan unfortunately re- 
turned to her clofet foon afterwards, and faw the crime- 
he had been <^uilty of. Rage and indignation fparkled 
in her eyes j Ihe rang her bell inftantly with tlie greatcft 
fury $ and, on the appeai'auce of a footman, ordered him 
immediately to be hanged. His young miftrefs, whoTe 
love for him had long fince cooled, and who, befides, 
feared her gi*and-mamma's Vefentment, did not think 
proper to oppofe the lenience. He was had away, there- 
iore, that moment, to execution; which, I dare fay, 
courteous reader, thou art extremely glad to^bear^ as it 
would put a period to his hiftoryt and prevent thee from 
mifpending any more of thy precious time. But, alas ! 
thy hopes are vain; thy labours are not yet at an end. 
The footman, who happened to have ibnie few grains of 
compaflion in his nature, inftead of obeying his lady^s or- 
ders, fold him that day for a pint of porter to an ale- 
houfe- keeper's daughter in Tyburn Road. Here, then, 
gentle friend^ if thou art tired, let me advife thee to de- 
lift, and fall afleep ; or, If perchance thy Ipirlts are frefli, 
and thou doft not yet begin to yawn, proceed on coura- 
geoufly, and thou wilt^ in good time,, arrive at the end 
of thy journey* 

CHAP. xn. 

T/je hijlory of a nwdijh marriage. — 7' be dcfcripiion of a 
coffee 'houff J — and a wrj grarue political debate on the 
good of the ?iatton. 

POMPEYwas foldaswehavejuft obferved, to anale- 
houfe-keeper's daughter, for the valuable coniider- 
ation of a pint of porter. This amiable young lady was 
then on the point of man*iage with a hackney-coachman, 
and loon afterwards the nuptials were conlummated to the 
great joy of the two ancient iamilies, who were bythisnneans 
luie of not being extin£l« As ibon as the ceremony was 

over 
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over at the Fleet, the new-married couple fet out to c^- 

lelcbrate their wedding at the Old Blue Boar in Tyburn ' 
Road, and the bride was conduced home at night dead 
drunk to her new apartments in a garret in Snnthfield. 

This fafhionable pair had fcarce been married three' 
days before they began to quan'el on a very t'aflibnable 
fubjeft. For the civil weU-bred hniband coming honie 
one night trcm his ftation, and expeftindt ^'^^ cow-heels 
to have been ready for his Hipper, found his lodgings 
empty, and his darling ipoufc abroad. At about eleven 
o'clock (became fiouncmginto the room, and telling him^ 
with great gaietede cceury that flie had been at the play, 
began to deicribe the feveral fcenes of Hamflet Prince of 
Denmark. Judge if this was not provocation too great 
for a hackney-coachman's temper. He iell to exercifmg 
his whip in a mod outrageous manner, and ihe applying 
herfelf no lefs readily to more ddperate weapons, a moft 
bloody fray enfued between them $ in which the coach- 
man had like to have been ftabbed with a penknife, and 
his fair fpoufe was obliged to keep her bed near a month 
with the bruifes flie receivai in this horrid rencounter. 

Pompcy now moft lenfibly felt the ill eifeils of his 
farmer luxury, which fervea only to aggravate the mi- 
ieriesof his prefent condition. The coarfe fair he met 
with in rooflefs garrets, or cellars under ground, were 
but indelicate moriels to one wlio had formerly lived on 
ragouts and fricaifces j and he found it very difficult to 
fletp on hard and naked floors, who had been ufed to 
have his limbs cuChioned ypon fojdias and couches. But 
luckily for him, his favour with his mifti efs procured him 
the hatred of his mailer, who fold him a fecond time to 
a nymph of BiHingfgate for a pennyworth of oylters. 

His fituation indeed was not mended for the prefent 
by this means, but it put him in a way to be releafed 
the (boner from a courfe of life fo ill-(uited to his con- 
ititUiion or his temper. For this delicate fiflierwoman, 
as file went her rounds, carried him one eveninofto a cer- 
tain cotiee-houfe near the Tcmj>le, where the lady behind 
the 'ozx wss immediately ilruck with his beauty, and with 

no 
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no great difficulty prevailed on the gentle water.nympli> 

to furrender hlni tor a dram of brandy. 

His fortunes now began to wear a little better afpefl, 
and he fpent his time here agreeably enough in lillening 
to the converlations and diiputes that aroie in the coftee- 
room among people of all denominations $ fin* here aflem* 
bled wits, critics, teniplars, politicians, poets> coimtjy 
fquires, grave tradefmen, and iapient phylicians. 

The little conhltorits ofwit claimed his firft attention, 
being a dog of a natural turn tor humour, and he took a 
pleaibre to hear young templars criticife the works of 
Shakefpear, call Mr. Garrick to account every evening 
for his aftlon, extol the beauty of aftrelfes, and reputa- 
tion of whores. 

When he was tired of the clubs of humour, he would 
betake himfelf to another table, and liften to a junto of 
politicians^ who uled toaflemble here in an evening with 
the moft public-fpirited views ; namely to fettle the af- 
fairs of tlie nation, and point out the errors of the nimif- 
try. Here he has heard the government arraigned in the 
molt abufive manner, for what the government never per- 
formed or thought of; and cheloweft ribkldry of a dirty 
^ newfpaper, cried up as the higheft touclies of attic iix>- 
ny. He has heard iea fights condemned by people vvho 
]iever law the fea even through a teleicope j and the ge- 
neral of an army called to account for his dilpohtion of a 
battle> by men whofe knowledge of wai' never reached 
beyond acock match. 

A curious conver&tion of this kind pafled one day in 
his hearing, which I fliall beg leave to relate as a little 
ipecimenof coiree-houic oratory. It happened at the end' 
of the late rebellion j and the chief orator of the club be- 
gan as ufual with aflferting that the rebellion was pro- 
rooted by the miniftry for ibme private ends of their own 4 

* What was the rcafon,' faid he, ^ of its being difbe- 

* lieved fo long ? Why was our army abientcd at ilich a 

* critical conjundure? I fliouldbegiad to hear any iu;iU 

* flniwer me theiie queftions. They may think perlvaps 

* they are afting all this while in fecrer, and applaud 

< thsimleivc* 
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* tlicmfeives for their cunning j but I believe I know 

* more than they would wifli me to know. Thank God 
^ I can fee a little, if I pleafe to open my eyes. Zounds, 

* old Walpoleis behina the curtain ftill, notwltliftanding 

* his lefignatlon, and the old ga,nie in playing over again, ■ 

* whatever they inay pretend. There was a correlpon- 
^ dence between Walpole and Fleury, to ray knowlcdgef 

^ and they projetSted between them ail the evils that have ^ 
' fmce happened to the nation/ 

The company all fcemed to agree with this eloquent 
gentleman's lenLiments j and one of them venlured to lay, 
he believed the army was lent into Flanders, on purpole 
to be out oi the way at the time of the infurre^lion. 
^ Zounds,^ fays the orator, ^ I believe\ you are in the 

* right, Knd the wind blew them over againft their in- 

* clniatlons. Pox ! What made WJiat- d'y e-cal!uni^s 

* army dil'pei fe ns it did ? let any body aniwer me that, 

* if they aie able. Don't you think, they had orders • 

* from above to iiin away ? By G — d I do, if you don't, 

* ami I believe I cotdd prove it too, if I was to iet about 

* it. Bcrfides, it* they have any dehre of preventing future 

* invaiions from France, why don't they ftnd out and 

* burn all theii; Ihipj^ng ? V/hy don't they lend out Ver- 

* non with aftrong fleet, and let him burn all tlieirfliip- 
^ ping ? I warrant him) .if he had a proper commiflion 
^ in his pocket, he would not leave a harbour or a fliip 

* in France j but they know they don't dare do it {or fear 

* of (lilcov'erits ; ihey are in league wiih the French 
^ miniihyj orelfc, danf me, can any thing be io eaiy as 

* to take and bum ail the (hipping in France ?' 

A gentleman, who had hitherto fat filent at tlie ta- 
ble, rc])lieii, with a fneer on his countenance — * No, 

* Sir, njlhing in the world can be io eaiy, except talk- 
^ ing about it.' This drew the eyes of the company up- 
on him, and ev6ry one begun to wink at liis neighbour, . 
when the orator refumed the diicoune in the following 
manner. * Talk, Sir! no faith, we are come to that 

* p:;U, tl»at we don't dare talk now- a- days ; things are 

* come to luca a pals, that wc doa't dare open our 

F mouths.' 
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* mouths/— < Sir,* faid the gentleman^ * I think you have 

* been talking already with great licentioufneis j and lit 
*. me add too, with great indecency on a very ferious 

* fubjeft.' — * Zounds, Sir,"* faid the orator, ' may not 

* I have the liberty of fpeaking my muid freely upon 

* any l'ubje6l that I pleafe ? why wedont live in France, 
' Sir; you forget (urely. This is England^ this is 

< honeft Old England, Sir, and not a Mahometan em- , 

* pire 5 though God knows how long we fliall continue 

* io in the way we are going on j and yet, forfooth, wc 
^ inuft not talk i our mouths are to be lewed up as well 

* as our purfes taken from us. Here we are paying four 

* (hillings in the pound, and yet we muft not fpeak our 

* minds freely/—* Sir,* faid the gentleman, * undoubt* 

* edly you may fpeak your mind freely 5 but the laws of 
' your country oblige you not to fpeak treafon, and the 

< laws of good-manners ihould dilpofe you to ipeak with 
^ decency and refpeft of your governors. You fay^ Sir, 

< we are come to that pafs, that we dare not talk. I 

* proteft that is very extraordinary 5 and if I was called 

* upon to anfwer this declaration, I would rather fay^we 

* are come to that pafs now-a-days, that we talk v/nh 

* more vimlence and ill-language than ever. We talk 

* upon fubje£ls which it is impmible we Ihould uAder- 
ftand, and advance allertions which we know to be 

* fal(e. Bold affirmations againft the government arc 

* believed merely from the dint of affurance with which 

* they are fpoken, and the idleft jargon often pafl'es for 

* the foundeft reafoning. Give me leave to iay, you^ 

* Sir, are a living example of the lenity of that govern- 

* ment, which you are abufing for want of lenity, and 

* your own praftice in the (Irongeft manner confutes your 

* ov/n alfcrtions ; but I beg we may call another i'ubjeft.' 
Here the orator having nothing more to reply, 

#Mras refolved to retire from a place where he could 
no longer make a figure. Whcrc&ie, flinging down his 
reckoning, and putting on his hat with grt::ir vclicniciicc, 
he walked away muttering furlily to hiivnllf — * Thip^^;s 

* arc come to a fme pais tiuiy, it people may not 

< have 
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* have the liberty of talking/ The rell of the company 
fepai*ated foon afterwards, all of them harbouring no very 
favourable opinion of the gentleman, who had taken the 
courage to ftand up m defence of the government. Some 
imagined he wasafpy, others concluded he was a writer 
of the gazettes, and the moft part were contented with 
only thinking him a fool. 

The angry orator was no fooner got home to his fami- 
ly, and feated in his elbow-chair at fupper, than he be«» 
gan to glve'vent to the indignation he had been colleft- 
^ing. * Zounds,' faid he, * I have been called to ac- 
' count for my words to-night. I have been told by a 
^ jack-a-napes at the cofFee-houfe, that I muft not fay 
^ what I pleafe againft the government. Talk Avith de- 
^ cency indeed ! a fart of decency ! Let them aft with 

* decency, if they have a mind to flop people's mouths. 

* Talk with decency I d — mn 'em all, I'll talk what I 

* pleale, and no king or. minifter on et^rth fliali control 

* me. Let 'em behead me, if they have a mind, as they 
^ did BahnerinQ» and t'other fellow, that died like a 

* coward. Muft I be catechized by a little fycophant 

* that kiffes the a — ebfa minifter ? What is an Encrlifh* 
' man, that dares not utter his fentiments freely ? Talk 

< with decency I I >yi(h I had kicked the raical out of 

* the-coifee-houfe^ and I will if ever I meet him again* 

< d*mme ! Pox 1 we are come to a fine pafs, if every lit- 
^ tie prating, pitagmatical jack-a-napes, is to contradift 

* a ti*ue-born Ens^.lifliman.' 

While his wife and daughter fat trembling at the ve- 
hemence of his fpeeches, yet not daring to fpeak for fear 
of drawing his rage on themielves, he began to curfe 
them for their lilence ; and addreifing bimfelt'to hii^ wife, 
•i— < Why do'ft not fpeak ? ' cries he : * what I fuppofej I 
' ftiall have you telling me by-and-by too, that I muft 
« talk with decency.'—* My dear,' iiaid the wife, with 
great hnmility, < I know nothing at all of the matter/ 
— No,' cties he, * I believe not : but you might know 

* to drefs a fupper, though, and be d-nni'd to you— 
^ Here's nothing tliat I can eat according to cullom. 

F % Poxl 
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« Pox ' a man may ftaiire with lUch a wife at the head 

* of bis family.' 

When the cloth was removed and he was preparing to 
fill his pipe, unfortunately he could not find his tobacco- 
ftopper, which again let his cholcr at work. * Go up 
' Itairs, Moil T laid he to one of his daughters, * and 

* feel in my old breeches pocket — D-mme, I believe that 
< fcoundrel at the coffee- houfe has robbed me with his 

* decency. Why doft not ftir, girl } what haft got the 

* cramp m thy toes ' Why, papa,' laid the girl flip- 
pantly, ' I am going as fait as I can." Upon which he 
immediately, threw a bottle at her head^ and proceeding 
from inve6live to blows, he beat his wife, kicked his 
'tlaughtersy fwore at his fervants; and, after all this, 
went reeling up to bed with curfes in his mouth againft 
the tyranny of the government. 

Nothing can be more common than examples In this 
way, of people who prefide over their families with the 
moft arbitrary brutal feverity» and yet are ready on all 
occaiions to abufe the government for the fmalleft exeition 
of its power. To fay the truth, I fcarce know a man 
who is not a tyrant in miniature, over the circle of his 
own dependants j and I have obleived tlioie in particuiai* 
to exercife tlie gi'eateft lordfliip over their inferiors, who 
ai'e moft forward to complain of oppreflion from their 
fiiperiors. Happy is it tor the world, that this cofFee- 
honi'e IhUefuian was not born a king, for one may very 
juiily apply to liim the line of Maitial-— 

< Hei mihi! £i fueris tu leo, qualis eris?* 

CHAP. xin. 

A defcriptiott of counfellor Tanturtan. 

BUT among the many people who frequented tills 
coffee- houfe, Pompey was delighted with nobody 
more than witli the peribn of counfellor Tanturian^ who 
ufed to crawl out once a week, to read all the public pa- 
pers from Monday to Monday, at the moderate price of 
a penny. His drels and charafter were both lb extraor- 
dinary, as will excufe a ihort digreffion upcnthem. 

He 
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He' fet out originally with a very humble fortune '< 
the Temple, not without hopes, howfever, of arriving 

fome time or other, at the chancellor's feat j but having 
tried his abilities once or twice at the bar, to little pur- 
pofe, nature foou whifpered in his eai*, that he was never 
defigned for an orator* He attended the judges, indeed^ 
after this, through two or three circuits, but finding hi« 
gains by fio means equivalent to hisexpences, bethought 
it moft piHident to decline the noify forum, and content 
himrelfwith giving advice to clients in a chamber. Either 
his talents here aUb were deficient, or fame had not fuf- 
- ficiently divulged his merit, but^his chamber was feldom 
dilhirbed with ^fitors, and he had few occafions to envy 
the tranquillity of a country life, according to the lawyer 
in Horace — 

* 

Agrkolam laudat juris legumque peritas. 
Sub Galli cantom couTultor ubi odla puliat 

His temper grew fbured and unfocial b^ mifcan*iages y 

and the narrownefs of his fortupe obliging him to a itrift 
filigaiity, he foon degenerated intoavarice^ The ruft of 
money is very apt to infe£l the foul j and people whofe 
clrcumftanccs condemn them to oeconomy, in time grow 
mifers from very habit. This was the cafe with counfel- 
lor Tanturian, who having quite diicarded the relifh of 
pleafure, and finding his little pittance by that means 
more than adequate to his expences, refolved to apply 
the overplus to the laudable purpofes of ufury. This 
noble occupation he had followed a long time, and by it 
acairaulated a fum of ten thoufand pounds, which his 
heart would not fufferhimto enjoy, though he had neither 
relation or friend to leave it to at his death. He lived 
almoft conftantiy alone in adiity chamber, denying him- 
felf eveiy comfort of life, and half ftarved for want of 
fuftenance. Neither love, nor ambition, nor joy, dif- * 
ti^rbed his repofc; his palfions all centered in money, and 
he was a kind of lavage within doors. 

The furniture of his perlon was not Icfs curious than 
his cha vafter. At home indeed, he wore nothing but a 
grcaly flannel cap about his head, and a dingy night-gown 

F 5 about ' 
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sibout his body j but when he went abroad^ he arrayed 
himfelfin a fuit of black, of full twenty yeai's-ftanding, 

and very like in colour to what is worn by undertakers 
at a funeral. His peruke, which had once adonieti the 
head of a judge in the reign of Queen Aniie, ipread co- 
pioufly over his back, and down his flioulders. By his 
iide bung an aged iword^ long rufted in its fcabbard | 
and his black filk ftockings had been ib often darned 
witii a different material, that, like Sir John Cutler's, 
they were now metainorpholed into black woriled Itock- 
ings. 

Such was counfcllor Tanturian, who once a week 
came to read the newfpapers at the coffce-houfe where 
Pompey lived. A dog of any talents for humour could 

}\Gt help being diverted with his appearance, and oui hero 
found great pleasure in playing him tricks, in which lie 
was lecretly encouraged by every body in the coftee-room» 
At firft, indeed} he never faw hitfn without barking at 
him, as at a monfter juft dropped out of the moon ; but 
when time had a little reconcded him to his figure, he 
enrertalned the company every time he came wiih ibme 
new prank at the couniellor's expence. Once he ran 
away with his fpeftacles : at another time he laid vio- 
lent teeth on his fliirt, wnich hun^ out of his breeches, 
and fhook it,* to the diverfion ot all beholders. But 
what occafiop.ed iiiure laugliLcr than any thing, was a 
trick that ioiKrvvs. ' . , 

Tanturian had been tempted one day, by two old ac- 
quaintances, to indulge his genius at a tavern 5 where he 
complained highly of the expenfivenefs of the dinner, 
though it conlifterd only of a beef-fteak and two fowls. 
That notlilng might be loft, he took an opportunity, 
unobllrved by the company, to flip the leg of a pulkt 
into his. pocket j intending to carry it home for his lupper 
at night. In his way he called atthe coifee-houfe, where 
little Pompey pj^ying about him asufual, unfbrtimately 
happened to Icenttheprovifion m the counfeilor's pocket. 
Tanuii ian, rr.ean time, was lb deeply engaged wit hhiv; 
ncwipaper, that he never attended to tlie motions of tht; 

dog, 



Digiiized by Google 



POMPBY THE LITTIB. 67 

dog, who getting fliiy behind him, tliruil his head inu) 
tilt: pocket, and boldly icizing the Ipoils, diiplayed them 
in triumph to the light ot' th;^ whole room. The poor 
coutilellor could not Hand the laughs but retired horn j in 
a melancholy m6od, vexed at the difcoveiy, and more 
vexed at the loCs of his Hipper. 

But thelc divcriions wcic ioon liitL^rrupted !)y a moft 
luilucky accident i and our Ivjro, union unute as he has 
hitherto been> is now going to iuifcr a turn ot nite moi j 
grievous than any he yet has known. Following the 
maid one evening into the llreets, he unluckily miffed 
her at the turning of an alley, r.nd h:ippening to take a 
wrong way, prowled out oi his knowleJge beiore lie v/as 
awai'c. wandered about the lli'eets tor mmy hcui\;, 
in vain endeavouring to explore his way home ; m which 
diftrels his memory brought back the cruel chance thar 
had.feparated him from his bell miftrels Lady 'IVinpcft, 
and this refle6lion aggravated his niiiciy beyond tle- 
fcription. At laii:, a watclimau picked him up, and 
canied him to the watch-houle, where he fpent his night 
in all the agonies of horror and defpair. For a watca- 
houfe, as I dare fay many of my readefs can tcftify from 
experience, is not the nioll agreeable place oi r,^pj.c-, 
either ibr dos:s or nun. 

CHAP. XIV. 
A JJjort cbaptcVf conlabiing all the witf mid all tbs* J}'*'r!/t 
and all the f leaf ure^ of modern young gintiamtt. 

AS he was hei"e abandoning himlclf to ]a:nentuticn 
and dcip'.iir, fome cth'^r watchmen hrougnt in t\v;> 
frefli prilbiiers to bear liim coinpany in his coniineiTivM , 
who, 1 am forry toTay it, were two young lords. 'I\jey 
were extremely diiorderej, both intheir urefsand undei- 
ftanding; for champa gne was rot the only tneniy they 
had encountered that evening. One of them had loll hi^< 
coat and waiftcoat: t!:e oth.r h;s hap; and peruke, ujI 
but a little circular lock oi' hair wlilch g ew t .) his lore- 
head, and now hanging over his t^ye^;,- added not a il :ic 
to-the drollery of hu h^ ire. • The 
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The generous god of the had caft fucha mlft 
cvtr their undcrltandings, thn.t they were Inftnliblc; at 
fiiii of the place of honour they were promoted to j but 
at length one of them a little recovering his wits, cried 
oitt— * What the devil place is this 5 a bawdy-houfe, or 

* a pi-efcytcrian mectlng-houfe?'— < Neither, Sir,* an- 
fwered'a watcliman, *buttIicrouncl-houfe/ — * Op — ^xl* 
faid his loixirhip, « 1 thought you had been a difllnting 

* parfon, old Grey-beard, and was going to preach 

* againll w— ring j for you niuft know, old fellow, I 
' ain confoundedly in for it. But what privilege have 

* you. Sir, to carry a man of honour to the round* 

* hcufe?' — * Aye,' faid the other, * what right has fuch 

* an old fornicator as thou art to interrupt the pleafures 

* 01 men of quality ? May not a nobleman get di*un!c 

* virithout being ilillurbed by a pack of r^cals in the 

* ftreets * Gentlemen,* anKvei*ed|the watch, • we are 
^ norafcals, but fervants of his Majefty King George j 

* and his majerty requires us to take up all people that 
' ccmrnit difoideriy riots in his majelty's Ih'eets/ — ^ You 
' lie, you fcoundrclsl' iaid one of their lordfhipsj' it is 

* the prerogative of men of fadiion todo what they pleaie 5 

* -and I Will profecute you for a breach of privilege,— 

* mn you, my lord, I v/ill hold you nfty-pounds, 

* that old prig there, in the gi*eat coat, is a cuckold, 

* and he fliall be judge himleif. — How many eyes has 

* your wife got, ' old • fellow | one or two?'— * Well, 
' well-^^.faid the watchman, ^ your honours may abufe 

* .us as niirch'as you pleafe : but we know we are doing 

* our duty 3 and we Vv'ili perform it in the king's name.' 
— ' Your duty, you raibal'" cried cnc of thefe men of 
honour, < is inunediately to fetch us a girl and a dozen 

* of champatgne, if youMl perform that, I'll lay you 

* are aslioneft an old Ibn of a whore as ever lay with an 
' o) fter wcinnn — My c'enr Fanny ! if I had but you 

* h.Wy :A\i[ :i dc7cr. o- Ryar/s ciaiei, I fr.ould el'^cerii 

* tlus round-houle a paii.ce. — Curie n;e if 1 don't love 

* to lleep in a round-houk fcmetimes! it gives a variety 

* to life, and relieves one from tiic infipidnefs of a ibft 

bed.' 
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* bed/ — * Well laid my hero!" anlwered his comp?.- 
nion J * and thefe old fcoundi'els fliall carry Ui> btric^re 

* my lord-ma) or to-mon-ow, for the humour of ihc 

* thing. Pox'take him I I buy all my tallow candles of 

< his lordfhip^ and therefore I am fure beUl ufe me like 

< a man of honour.' 

In fucli knid of rhodomontade did thefe ilhiltncus 
perlbns conlume their night, and principully in layirig 
wagers,' which at prefcni is the highell article of modem 
plt^ure ; every particular ef human life being reductfd 
by the great calculators of chances to the condition of 
a bet. But nothing is eiteemed u more laiuiihle topic 
of wagering than the lives of eminent men, which, in 
the elegant language of Newmai'ket, is called running 
lives ; that is to fay, a biihop againft an alderman, a 
judge againft a keeper of a tavern 5 a member of 
parliament againft a famous boxer; and in this manner 
all people s lives are wagered out, with proper allow- 
ances for tiieir ages, infirmities, and diitempers. Hap-» 
py the nation that can produce iiicli ingenious, accom- ^ 
• pliftied ijpirits ! 

Thefe two honourable peers had been fpending their 
evening at a tavei-n, with many others j r.nd when the 
rational pariiclc was tlioronghly drowned in chnvt, one 
of the conipauX, leaping from his chair, cried out—* 

* Who will do any thing ?' upon which a relblution vvas 
immediately taken to make a lally into tlie ftreets, and 
drink champaigne upon the horfe at Charirn; Croi'^. 
This was no ibuner projeili^d thr.n executed, and they 
performed a. great number of heroical exploits, too long 
to be mentioned in this work, but we hope fome iuture 
hiftorian will arife to immoitalize them^tbr the fake^of 
pofterity. After this was over, they relolved to fcour 
the ftreets ; and perceiving a li;.;hl: in a cellar und;:r- 
p-round, our two heroes m a^rn an nnouflv dclcended ifit j 
tiiat lubterranean cave in quell ol' adventures. Therj 
they found fome hackney- coachmen enjoying themlelves 
with porter and tobacco., whom they immediately at- 
taclced, and offered to box the two iiurdieft champions 

of 

» 



Digitized by 



70 POMPEY THE LITTLE. 

oi' the company* The chailenge'was accepted in a mo« 
nient, and whilft our heroes were engaged, the reft of 
the coachmen chofe to make oit'wiih their cloaths, which 
they thought no inconfiderable booty. In fliort, thefe 
gen tit men of pleaiure and high life were heartily drub- 
bed, and obliged to retreat with fiiame from the cellar 
of batrie, leaving their cloaths behind them, as fpoils, 
lit the mercy of the enemy. Soon afterwards they wci'e 
t ikcn by the watch, being too feeble to make refiftance, 
;uhI ccnducled to the round-hon/ej where they fpent 
their night in the mar.nLr already dtfcribed. The next 
morning they returned home in chairs, new-drefTed them- 
felves, and then took their feats in parliament^ to &aA 
hiwa icy the good of their country. 

CHAP. XV. 

Oar kero falls into great nusfcrtunes, 

WHEN the watchman h^d difcharged himfelf in 
the morninj^ of thefe honourable prifoners, he 

next bethought hinucif ci poor Pompcy, who had fal- 
len into his hands in a more inoftenfive manner. Him 
he prefented that day to a blind beggar of his acquain- 
tance, who had lately loft his doo^, and^ wanted a new 
ipiide to conduft him about the ftreets. Here our hero 
jell into tlic molt delponding meditations. * And was 

* tlii:^ niifin-y,' thought he, ' relerved in (lore to coni- 

< plcte the kriesofmy misfortunes? Am I deftined to 
' lead about the dai k fcotfteps of a bhnd, decrcpid, 

* unworthy beggar? Mufti go daggling through the 

* flreets, with a rope about my neck, linking me to a 

* wretch that is the Icorn of human nature ? O that a 

* jopc were fixed about my neck indeed for a nobler 

< pxirpofe, and tlrat I were here to end a dreadful, tor- 
' menting cxiftence ! Can I bear to hear the found of— 
** Pray remember the poor blind beggar?'' I> who 

* have convcriwd with lords and ladits j who have flept 

* in tile arms of the lairelt beauties, and lived on the 

* clioicelt dainties that London could ah'brd. Crud, 
^ cruel fortune ! when will thy perfecutions ceale ?' 

Yet, 
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Yet, to fay the truth, his condition was not fo de- . 
plorable upon trial as it appeared in prolpe^l; for 

though he was condemned to travel through tlirty 
ilreets all day long in queft of chanty, at night both he 
ana his mafter faied luniptuoully enough on tlieir gains j 
and many a lean projeftor, or ftarving poet, might envy 
the f uppers of this blind beggar. He feldom failed to 
collefl four or five (hillings in a day, and ufed to Gt 
down to his hot meals with as much ftateHiiefs as a 
peer could to a regular entertainment and de'iert. 

I have heard a Itory of a cripple who ufed conilantly 
to apply for alms at Hyde Park Comer $ where a gen- 
tlemafiy then juft recovered from a dangerous fit of Hck- 
nefs, never failed to give him fixpence eveiy morning, 
as he pafTed by in his chariot for tiie air. A fcrvanc of 
this gentleman's going by chance one day into an ale- 
houfe, difcovered the ielf-iame beggar fitting down to a 
bi-eaft of veal with fome more of the fmternity, and 
jieaitl him ravihg at the landlord becaufe the bur was 
gone, and there wai? no lemon ready to fquevze ov.*r it ; 
ail of them threatening to leave the hoiife if their din- 
ners were not ferved up v/ith more reguhirlry and ref- 
peA* The footman informed his maiter of this extra- 
ordinary circumftance; arid next mornin':^ when the 
pampered hypoci itc applied for alms, as ulaal, ilie gin- 
tleman put his liead out of tiie cluriot, and toki hiin 
with great indignation — ' No, S^r j I can eat veal 
without lemon/ 

After our hero had lived in this condition fome months 
in London, his blind mafter fet out tor B ilh, whither, 
it Teems, he always rolbrtcd in the public le dbnr, 3 not: 
for the fake of playing at E G it nny be imagined, nor 
yet for the plealurc oi being taken out by ibc accom- 
pliflied Mr. Nalh to dance a minuet at a ball ^ but wlih 
the hopes of a plentiful harvdl among infirm / I , 
whom ill hcaltii difpofes to c'.Ku lry. Tivj icieiiCj of 
begrring is reduced to certain principL^s or avc, a : wAl 
as iiii otiicr profeflions j and as fickncri's is apt to inliu- 
cnce people with compaluon, ihc objefts of Ciiarityflocic 

tliitluT 
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thither In great numbers j tor w^itirevcr the cairiua is, 
there will the>ei'ows be alib^ 

The many adventures that befel them on theii' jour- 
ney; how terribly cur hero was fatigued with travel- 
ling through miry lilghwaysS, who liad been ufed to ride 
in coaches and iixj nnd how often he wiihed his blind 
tyrant would drop dead with an aploplexy ^ ihall all be 
ld"i to the readers imagination. Suliice it to lay, tliat 
m about tiu'ee weeks or a month's time, they aiTived 
at the end of their journey, and the beggar readily 
groped cut Ills way to a ccrlaln ale-houfe, which he af- 
v/ii) s favoured with his company 5 where the landlord 
received him with great rdpecl, proftlllng mucli fatis- 
I'aftion to find his honour fo well in health. By this 
the reader will perceive that he was a beggar .Dt fome 
diftinftion. ^ , 

if cur hero made any refic£liv.r), he could n..t Iicl',> 
V A'\'^\ Irrpi ilevl at fuch civility, paid to fi:c!i a p<jribn in - 
iurh a jiirccj but ht;w much greater reaion had he lor 
xulonirnrntnt, when, on the evening of their am val, he 
j;iw a well dafibd woman enter the room» and acccii: 
li!s matU r in he following ^l ir.s: * Papa, hovy do you 

* li./? \\;u are wdconit: to Bith/ The beggar no 
ie-jivr he'iid her voice, than he ilarted from his chair, 
;-n I •^;ave her a patcri i! kifsj which the fair l:uly re- 
cc*iveu with an uir ot Iborn aA'jd indificrcnce, telling him 
i;C !rul ])oiro!!ed her with his burtiy 'beaixl. When this 
( i^y W.-S over, (lie threw liLiilU into an arm eii i;!", 

: • v.^ 1 0 haraneuc in tlie iollowin^- manner. * VvVii , 

* papa, j'v) you are couie to Bath at Idl j I thought wc 

* Ciouid not have Icen ycu this ieafbn, and I have im- 

* ;jv\l.ni«: rcctfiiry for a fum of moncv. Sure no mor- 

* \?\ fvei had fue'i h;ck at cajJs as I have laid! You 

* iiiuli n'.e havj five cr ten pounu's diie^.^lly."' — ' Wv^i 
n r ji: j< unds r crii-s (lie beggar in amaze j hcv*', in 

* the divd's name, (liquid I conu l v five cr ten pounds V 

* — Cv ^. c, caiv.j, r.o words,' cried the daughter j * for 

* I niLii: and will luve, it in fj .:e of your 

* »ie'wv>.. X ivi.ov; vcu aie v/crth above a liinuired 

* pcuuds j 
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^ pounds ; aiid what can you do with yonr money bet- 
ter than to give it me to make a iigure in life with ? 

< Deuce take the men ! They are gi own plaguy mo- 

* rfeift, or lb plaguy ftingy, that really 'tis hai'dly worth 

* coming to Bath now in the ieafons. Haijg me if I 

* have had a cull this twclvemondi ! But do you know, 

< old dad,' that brothtx Jack'$ at tjie Bath 

< O r cries the beggar, there is another of my plagues*! 

^ I fliall have i^im .dunning ipe, for money too very foon, 

* I fuppofe, for the devil cannot anfwer the extravagan- 

* cies of that fellow. Well, he'll certainly come to be 

* hanged at laft, that's my comfort \ and I think the 

* iboqer he fwings, the better jit will be for his .poor fa- 
^ th^r, aiid the whojiekipgdoiii, 

* Hanged!' replied the ladyj ^ no, no, Jack is in 

< no danger of hanging at prefent, 1 alfure you : he is 

* now die moft accomplilhed, modiih, adfuired yonng 
^ fellovy at the J^ath 9 . the peQuliariavouriteof ail uiela* 

* dies and in a fair way of running .off with a young 
^ heirefs of confidenible fortune. ' X.et me lee, old dad, 
€ —If youMI befpeak a private room, and have a little 

* elegant fupper ready at eleven o'clock to-monow 

* night, (for Jack won't be able to g^t away from the 

* raoms focHier than eleven) I'll bring him to lup with 
^ you, aiid you ihaiihear his hiltory from his own 
« mouth.* To this the old hypocrite her father readily 
confented, and promifcd to provide fomerhing decent 
for them J after which, ftarting from her chair — * Well, 

* papa,' faid ihe, ' you muft excufe meat prefent, for 

* I e>;pe6l company at my lodgings, and fo can*t af- 
^ ford to watle any more tin^e with you in this mifera- 

* ble dog-hole of an alehoufe/ Having, made this po- 
lite apology, fhe flew to her chair, which waited at the 
door^ and was conduilcd home with a;i much impor- 
tance as if (he had been a princefs of the blood. 

The next day; the blind impoftor, attended by our 
hei-o, went out on his pilgrinaage, and continued whin- 
ing for charity, and protaning ihe n.une oi G — J till 
night y after which he returned to his akUoulc, put on 

a. beLt^ 
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. ^ better coat, and gpt himfelf in readinefs for the rc* 
ception of his foh and daughter. At the hoor appoint- 
ed, thek illuftrious peribnages entered the room, and 
the converfation was opened by the loii in the following 
cafy ftrain. * Old boyT cries he, feizing bis father 
by the hand, * I am glad to lee thee with all my heait. 
< Well, old fellow, how does your crutch and blind 

* eyes do > What, you continue ftill in the old cant- 

* ing hypocritical way, I perceive. Pox take you 1 I 

* faw you hobbling thiough the ftreets to-day, old mi- 

* ferables but you know I am afhamed to take notice 
' of you in public 3 though I think I have thrown you 

* down many a tefter at the comer of a ftreet, without , 
^ your knowing whom you was obliged to for fuch a 

* piece of generofity/ 

' Siri I honour your generofity/ replied tlie beggai*; 

* but prythee, Jack, they tell me you are going to be 
' married to an heirefs of great fortune 3 i^ there any 

* truth in that ftory V 

Hei'e the beau /harper took a French fnuff-box out of 
his pocket, and having entertained his noie with a pinch 
• xjf rappee, replied as follows. * Yes, Sir, my \inac- 
^ countable "fomewhat has had the good luck to make 

* a conqueft ofalittle amoro\is lit, with an eafy, moderate 

* fortune oi about fifteen thoui'and pounds, who does 

* me the honour to doat on this penon of mine to dif- 

* Cra£lion. But pr'ythce, old Blue-beard, hjw didft 

* thou come by this piece of intelligence.*—* From that 
N * fine laay your filler. Sir,' replied the beggar. * O 

* poxl I thought lb,' cries the beau. * Bels can ne- 

* ver keep any thing in her but her teeth, nor tliem 

* neither.— 'Can you, Bpfs? You underhand me. But 
^ as I was faying, concerning this match~Yes, Sir, I 

* have the honour at prelent to be principal favourite of 

* ail liic women at Bath : they are all dying with love of 

* me, : nd I may do what I pleafc with any of them | 

* but l,Sir, neglefling the l elt, havefingled out a little a- 

* morous wanton, with a trilling fortune of fifteen or twen- . 
^ ty thou^d pounds oply, whomlihalt veryfoon whip 

* into 
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* into a chariot, I belitve, and drive away to a parlbn/ 
< Lord !' cries the iather, / if ihe did but know what 
^ a thief die is going to man^ 

* Why, what then ? You old curmudgeon ! fhc 

* would be the more extravagantly fond of me on that 

* account. ^Tis veiy fartiionable. Sir, for ladies to 

* fall in love with highwaymen now a-days. They 
^ think it difcovers a fopl, a genius, a fpirit in them, 
' above the little prejudices of education $ and I believe 
^ I could not do better than let her know that I have 
^ returned from traniportation. But pr'ythee, old Dim, 
^ what haft got for fuppcr to-night?' — ^ Nothing, I 

* am afraid that a gentleman of youi* fafliion can condei- 
S cend to eat,' replied the beggar j * for I have only 
' ordered a diih of veal-cutlets, and a couple of it>aftea 

* fowls.' — ^ Come, come, pr'y thee don't pretend to droll, 

* old Blinker!* cries the foil, * but produce your mufty 

* fupper as faft as you can, and then I'll treat you to 

* a bottle of French claret. Come, let us be merry,^ 
^ and iet in for a jovial evening. Pox! I have ibme 

* little kind of fneaking regard for thee, for begetting 

* me, notwithftanding your crutch and blind eyes, and 

* I think I am not altogether forry to fee thee. — Here, 

* drawer! — landlord I — bring up liipper dire^Uy, you 

* dog, or I'll fet fire to your houfeP 

This extraordinary fummon^ had the defired efiefl: \ 
and fupper being placed on the table, the three worthy 
guefts iat down to it with great importance. The lady 
took upon her to manage the ceremonies, and a(ked 
her papa^ in the ikft place, if flie (hould help him to 
Ibme veal cutlets ; to which the anfwer was-^* If you 

* pleafe, Madam!' When flie had fcrved her father, 
(he then performed the fame office to herielf j after which, 
twirling the difli roimd with a. familiar air — ^ I'll leave 

* you,' faid (he, * to take cat*eof yourfeU, Jack V Much 
inirth and pleafahtry reigned at this peculiar meal, to the 
utter aftonifhment of the mafter of the houfe, who had 
never feen the like before. When fupper was over, and 
they began to feel the inrpiratioaof theclaict— ^ Jack V 

(x z ^ fays 
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fays the father, ^ I think I know nothing of your hU- 

< toi*y fince you returned ^ from tranfportatiiin i dt^pofe ' 
' you were to begin, and entertain us with an -account * 

* of your exploits.' — * With all my hbart !' cries the • 
fon, * I believe T fliall publifh my life one of thefe days, 

* if ever I am driven to neceffityj fori fancy it wiii 

* make a very pretty duodecimo ; and 'tis the faihionj 

* you know, now-a-days, for aU whores and rpgues to 

* entertain the world with their memoirs. Come, let 

* lis take another glafs round to the health of my dcai* 

* little charmer, and then I'll begin my adventures.'* 
paving lb faid, he filled out tluree bumpers, drank his' 
toaft on his knees, and then conunenced his nan'ation 
in the followbig manner. 

CHAP- XVI. 

* T'he kijlory of a high^ajmm. 

* T Think yen have often told me, old Father Hypo- 
JL * crite, that you begat me under a hedge near 

* Newberry in Berk/lure. This, I confeis, is not the 

* moft honouiabie way of coming into the world j but no 
^ man is anlwcrable for his birth, and therefore what fig- 
^ nifies prevarication ? Alexander, I have heard, was the 

* fon or a flying dragon, and Romulus was fiickled by a 

* plaguy confounded wolf, as I have read in Hooke's 

* Roman Hiftorj', and yet in time he grew to be a veiy 

* pretty young teUow, and a king j but you are ignorant 

* of thefe matters, both of you, and therefore I only 

* play the fool to talk about them iti* fuch company. 

* Weil, Sir, as loon as I was born, my mother, I 
' fuppofe, wrapped me up in the dirty rags of an old 

< rotten petticoat, andlugged me about behind her flioul* 
^ ders, as an' ofoje£l to move compafHon. Inthisagreea- 
« blc fituation, nuzzling behind the back of a lotify dfab 

* — excufe me, old fellow, for making fo free with your 

* confort — in this fituation, I iiippole I vifited all the 

* towns in England ^ and it is amazing I was not crip- • 
' pled with having my feet and limbs bundled up in fuch 

< dofe confidement. But I kicked hard for liberty: and 

5 at 
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at length came out that eafy degage, jaunty young fel- 
low of laihion which you now behold me. 
' My genius very early began to ihew itfelf : and be- 
fore I was twelve years old, you know, I had acquired 
a great reputation for flight of liand ^ which being re- 
ported to a great mafter of that fcience, .he immedi- 
ately took nic under his care, and promiled to initiate 
Ine into all the myfteries ot the art. Thus I bade 
adieu to the dirty employment of begging, left father 
and mcithert and ftruck mto a higher iphere in life. 
* At firlt, indeed^ I meddled only with petty larceny, 
and was lent out to try my hand on execution-days at 
Tyburn j where, having acquitted juyfelFwith honour, 
I was quickly promoted to better buiinef$4 and by 
that time I was fifteen, began to make a great figure 
in the pafl%es about the theatres* Many a gentkman^s 
fob have I eafed of the trouble of carrying a watch : 
and, though it may look like vanity to lay lb, I be- 
lieve I furnilhed more broker's fhopsand pedlai;'s boxes 
than half the pick-pockets in London befides. None 
of them all had fo great a levee of travelling Jews to 
traffic for buckles, ieals, watches, tweezer.cafes,*and 
the like, as I had. But my chief dexterity was in rob- 
bing the ladies. There is a particular art, a pecu- 
'liar delicacy required, in whipping oner's band up a 
lady's petticoats, and carrying off her pockets, which 
few of them ever attain to with any luccefs. That 
now was my glory — that was my ddight j 1 porlorm- 
ed it to admiration, andout- did them all in this branch 
ot the crait. 

^ I remember once» a chambermaid of my acquaint 
tance, a flameof muic, gave me noticethat her young 

lady would be at the play fuch a night, with a pair of 
diamond' buckles in her ihoes. You may be lure I 
watched her into her coach, marked her^into her box^ 
sudd waited foi* her coming out, with Ibme more of the 
fi*atemity to aflift me. * At laft, as foon as the play ' 
was over, out (he came, tittering and laughing with 
htr companions, who, by goud-luck, happened to be 

(# 3 all , 
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* all of her own fex. This now was my time ; I had 

* her up in my arms in a moment, while one ot my 

< comrades whipped ofF her (hoes with prodigious expe- 

< ditioil. But my reafon for telling the ftory is this : 

* while I had her in my arms, let medic if I could help 

* eivino; her a Icifs ; which, hancrme ! if the little trem- 

* bier did not feem to return, with her heart panting, 

* • and breafts heaving ! Deuce take me, if I was not al- 

* moft forry afterwards to fee her walking to her coach 

* without any ihoes upon her feet! 

* Well, Sir, this was my courfe of life for a few years. 

* But ambition, you know, is a thing never to be la- 

< tisfied ) and having gained all the glory I could in 

* this way» my next ftep of promotion was to the gam-; 

* ing tables. Here I played with greaf fuccefs a long 

* while, and fhared in the fleecing many raw young cul- 

* lies, who had m6re money than wit. But one unfor- 

* tunate night, the devil, or my evil genius, carried me 

< to a malquerade j and there, in the ill-omened habit 
« of a friar, being fool enough to play upon anhonour- 

* able footing, I loft ail I had to a few fliillings. This 

* was a confounded ftroke — this was a llunning blow to 

< me 1 I lay a bed all the next day, raving at my illl 

* fortune, and beating my brains, to think I could be 

< liich an afs as to play upon the fquare. At laft, in a 

* fit of defpair, I fl:arted out ot bed about nine or ten 

* o'clock at night, borrowed a friend's horlc, bought a fe- 

* ccnd-hand p;ur ot poppers with the little filver that was 

* left me, and away I rode full gallop, n:ght and i*alny 

* as it was, for Hounllow He^tU» There I wandered 
« aboiit; half dead with cold tind fear, till morning ; 
f and, to (ay the truth, began to grow devilifh fick of 

* my bufmels. When day broke, the firft objcet that 

* prefented itfelf to my eyes, I remember, was a gallows 

* within a hundred yards of me* This ieemed plaguy 

* ominous j and'I was very n^ar riding back to London 
« without (Iriking a ili'oke. At laft, while 1 was wji- 

* vering in tlii.^ Hate or uncertainty, behold, a ftagc- 
^ coach comes gently, foftiy ambling over the Heath. 

Coui age, 

I 
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Courage, my heart I" cries Ij there caii be no 
fear ot refiftance here ; a ftage-coach is the moft hicky 
thing in the world for a young adventurer T'* And lb 
faying, I clapped on thy rtiafk, (the fanie I h.id worn 
the night betore at the Hay Market) fet Ipurs to my 
horfe, and prelented my piitoi at the coach -window. 
How the paiTengers behaved I know not : tbr my own 
party I was. more than half blind with fear $ and tak- . 
ing what they gave me without expoftulation, away I 
rode, exceedingly well fatisfied to have clbaped with* 
out rclillance. Taking courage, however, atthisfiic- 
cefs, I attacked another ftage- coach with greater^ bra- 
very j and afterwards a third, with fo much magnani:. 
mity, that I even ventured to fearch fome of the paf- 
lengers, who, I thought, defrauded me of my due* 
Here, now, I fliould have left off, and all had been 
well : but that devil Avarice prompting me to get a 
little more, I attacked a finglehoriemanj and plundered 
him of a watch and about thirty guineas. 1 he fcoun- 
,drel feemed topurfue his journey quietly enough j but 
meeting afterwards with fome of his friends cn tiie road, 
and relating his cafe to them, they all agreed to puriuc 
me. Meanwhile, Sir, I was jogging on contentedly at my 
eaie $ when turning round on a fudden, I faw this 
tremendous grazier, arid two or three more bloody- 
minded fellows, that feemed each as big as a giant, in 
full purfuit of me. Away I daflied through t liick ami 
thin, as if the devil drove j but being wretchedly 
mounted, I was (uirounded, apprehended^ carried be* 
fore that internal Sir Thomas Deveil, and he^ com* 
mitted me. 

* Now I was in a fweet condition 1 This was a charm- 
ing revolution in my life 1 Newgate, and the prolpe6l 
of a gallows, fumifli a man with veiy agreeable re- 

' iieaions. D that curfed Old Bailey ! I ' fliall never , 
forget thefentencc which the hum-drum fon of a whore 
of a judge pafled upon me ! — You fliall hang till you 

' are dead, dead, dead!'' Faith, I was more than halt 
dead with hearing it ; and in that plight- 1 was drag- 
ged back to my prifon t ^ Excellenc 
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« Excellent lodging in the condemned liole ! Pretty 

* mulic the dt;;ith-warrant rings in a man's ears ! But, 

* as good-luck would have it, while I was Texpecting 
' every hour to be tycked up, his majefty, (G— d bJeld 
' him) took pity on me the very day before execution, 

* and fent me a reprieve for ti*an{portation. - Todefcribe 

* the tranlport I lelt at this moment would be impoffible I 

* I was half mad with joy ; and, inftead of refleiling 
^ tliat I .was going to flavery, fancied myfelf going to 
^ Heaven. The being (hipped oiF ibr Jamaica was fo 

* much better a voyage, I thought, than ferrying over 

* that feme river Styx with old GafFar Charon, that I 

* never once troubled myfelf about what I was to fufFer 

* when 1 got thither. ' 

* Not to be tedious, (for Iliate a long ftory) to Ja- 
^ maica I went, with a fiiU refolutionof making my e£> 

* cape by the firft opportunity 5 which I very ibon ac- 
^ compliflied. After leading the life of a dog for about 

< a. year and a half, I got on board a fliip which was 

* coming for England^ and arrived Xafe and found on the 
' coaft of Conivi^l. My dear native countiy l how it 
« revived my heart to fee thee again ! O London! Lon- 

don ! no woman of quality, after fuffering the va- 
** pours for a wliole lummer in the country, ever fighed 

after thee with greater defire than I didl'' But as I 
^ landed without a faitliing of money in my pocket, I 

* was obliged to beg my way up to town in the habit of 

* a lailor, telling all the way the confound edeft lies j how 

* 1 had been taken by pirates, and fought with the 

* Moors,. who were going to eat me alive, and twenty 

< other unaccountable ftories, to choufe filly women 

* of a few halfpence. 

* Well, at laft, I entered the dear old metropolis, and 
**went immediately in quell of a gang of fliarpers, which 
' I formerly frequented. Thele ^jovial blades wei'e 

* jult then fetting out for Newmarket races, and very ge-^ 

* neroufly took me into their party. They fupplied me 

* with cbaths, lent me a little money to begin with, and, 

* in iliortjlct me up agin in tlie world. There is nothing 

* like 



POMPEY THE LITTLE. 8l 

' like cotiria^ ! itis thelife» thefoul^ of bufinefs* Aci 
^ cordi'ngly, on the yery ^iI^ft day^s rport» having maFk- 

* ed out the horle that I faw was the thvourite of the 

* knowing ones, I offered great odds, made as many 

* bets as I could, and trufted myfelf to Fortune j refolv- 

* ing to fcamper off the courfe as hard as I could drive, 

* if I faw her likely to declare againlt me. Eut, as it 
' happened, to make amends for her former iU-ufage, 

* the jade now decided in my favour: it was quite a 

* hoI/(Ku thing j Goiiah won the day, and I pocketed up , 
^ about threcfcore guineas. Of this I made excellent 

^ ufe at the gaming- tables>^ ami, in iliort, when the 

* week was over, carried away from Newrtiarket a cool 

* three hundred. Now, my dear Befs, I was a man 
' aga n : I returned immediately to London, equipped 

* myielf with laced cloaths, rattled down to Baih in a 

* poft-chaife, gave myfelf out for the eldeft ion of Sir 
' Jeremy Grifkin of the kingdom of Ireland, and ftrnck 

* at once into all thejoys of high- life. This is a little 
epitome of my hiftory. ' Having been a pick-pocket, a 

* lharper, a flave, and a highwayman, I am now the 

* peculiai' favourite of all the ladies at Bath/ 

* Here the beau finiihed his ftoiy, and fat expeAing the 
appiaufes of his company, which he very foon received On 
the part ot his fifter : hut as to that vvonhy gentleman his 
father, he had been fall afleepfor feveral minutes, and did 
not hear the conclufion of this wonderful hiftory. ' Being 
now waked by filence, and the ceflktion of his ibn^s voice, 
as he had been before lulled to fleep by his talking, he cried 
out from the midft of a doze — ' So, fhe's a very line girl, 

* is (he, Jack ? A very fine girl ?' 

* Who is a very fine girl ?' cries the (harper, flapping 
him over the flioulder* ^ Why, zounds ! thou ai-t afleep, 

* old miferable, and doft not know a fyllableof whatl^s 

* beenfaidf* 

* Yes, Sir, I do know what has been faid,' returned 
the father j * and therefore you need not beat one fo, Jack 1 

* You was felling about going to be married, and going 
*' to Jamaica.* * Going 
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* Going to Jamaica ! Pox take thee 1 thou wanted to 
be going to bed. Why, was there ever i'uch a wretched 
old dotard ? I have not feen thee thefe feven or eight 
years ; and perhaps may never fee thee again^ for thou 
wilt be rotten in a year or two more 5 and yet canft not 
put a little life into thyfelf for one evening ! — Come 
Befs,' added he, * let usi ta^e another bumper, and 
bid old Drowfy good-night. Silenus will fnore, do 
whatronecan to prevent himi Here^ my girl! here's 
profperity to Love , and may all fleepers go to the 
devil I' 

* Nay, nay!" cries the father j ' confider. Jack, 'ti» 
pail my bed time many .hom*s ago. You fine gentle* 
men of the world are able to bear thele fafliionable 
hours 5 but I have been ufcd to live by the light of the 
fiin. Befides, if you had been drudging about after 
charity, as I have all day long, 1 fancy you would 
not be in a much better condition than your poor father, 
but really you (harpers don't conlider the toil and trou- 
ble of earning one's bread in an honeft way. Why, 
now, I have not gathered above fix or feven (hillings 
this whole day, and tliat won't h^f pay for our fup- 
per to-night.' 

Here the beau'beftowed feveral curfes on him for his 
ftinginefs ; and, contemptuoufly bidding him hoard up 
his miferable pelf, generoufly undertook to pay the whole. 
The bill was then called for, the reckoning dlfcharged, 
and the company feparated , having firft, however, made 
an agreement to meet there the fucceeding evening. And 
thus ended this illuftrious compotation. 

CHAP. XVII. 
Ad'ventures at the Bath. 

NEXT morning the blind beggar, condufled by our 
hero, went out, as ufual, and prefented himfeif be- 
fore the beau-monde on the Parade. Some few people, 
affllfled with very ill health, were generous enough to 
'throw him down a few fixpences 5 others only commend- 
ed the beauty of liis pretty dog 5 and fai* the greater 

number 
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number walked on witHout cafting their eyes upon him. 
As he was here howling forth the miferies oi his con. 

cUtion in a moft lamentable tone of voice, who fliould hap- 
pen to pais by but hisownaccompliflied Ibn, in company 
with two ladies of figure^ to whom he was talking with 
the. greateft familiariQr and eafe. The gaiety of his 
laugh, the vivacity of his converiktioni made him uni- 
vc: I'ally obfei-ved j and all the women on the Parade feem- 
ed to envy the happinefs of the two ladies with whom he 
was engaged. 

As the party came near the place where the okl hypo- 
crite was itationed> he conld not tfcape their notice $ and 
the youngell of the ladies being ftruck with compaffibn 
at the fight of him—* Blefs me!' fays (he, ' I am fure 

* that poor old man is an objeft of charity 1 Do Hay 
^ a moment, Lady Maimazetf I amrefolved togive him 
< fomething.^— PihaW) my dear I Comeaiong^ child ^ 
cries her ladyfhip. ' Hovir can you be fo ridiculous^ 
' Mils Newcome ? Wiio gives any money to charity now- 

* a-days V — * Trae, Madam j your ladyfliip is perfectly 

* in the right,' replied the beau>who now difcovered his 
own father. ' Nothing can be more idle, I think, than 

* throwing one*s money away iipon a fet of thievifh tat- 
^ terdcmalilon wretches, who are the burden of the na- 
' tion, and ought to be exterminated from the face of 
^ the earth." — * Well, well, youmay fay what you pleafe, 

* both of you,' fays Mifs Newcome, < but I amrefolved 
^ to be generous ttiis morning ^ and therefore it does not 

* fignify laughing at me. — litre, mailer Gaffer, here's 

* fixpence for, you.' 
All this while, Mr. Grilkinwas in extreme pain$ for 

though he had no reafon to fear any difcovery, yet the 
conicioufiiefs that this deplorable obje£l was his own fa- 
ther, hurt the gentleman's pride in the p: cknce of his 
miitrels, and greatly checked his vivacity. He cndea- 
vomed, theretore, all he could, to hurry the young lady 
away from To unpleafant a Icene ; in which he was fe- 
con:led by Lady Marmazet, whokeptciyingout— *How 

* can you be lb monltroufly prepoilcrous, Mifs New- 

* come^ 
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* come ? Come along girl! As I hope to befavecf, I am 

• ^ aihamed of yop ! We ihall have ail the tycs of the com* 
' pany upon us in a few montients — * I don^t care -a 

farthing fol* company/ replied the young lady j * I 

* am n'folved lo alk the old man lome queftions, and 

* tlicj ci'oi t; liolJ your tongue— What, are you quite 

* blind, Gaffar?' 

By this time Squire Griflcin was recovered from his 
firft furprife j an^ perceiving noMd confequences likely 
tv^ happen, thought ht might venture to fliine a little up- 
on the occaiion. * Sirrah r cries he, ' you mikrableold 

* dog! what doyo^i mean by fliocking people of quality 

* here with a. fight of vDur deteftable phyfiognomy ? 

* Whence do you come? What do you do out of yom* 

* own parifli ? I'll have you whipt from conftable to con- 

* iiable back to your own fettlement !' 

^ No, pleafe your noble honour I ' cries the beggar ; 
^ I hope your noble honour won^tbelo cruel to a poor 
^ blind man! a poor blind man, ftruck blind with light* 
♦ * ning! Heaven preicrve your honour horn iuch calami- 
^ tie.s ! 1 have very good friends down in Cumberland, 

* pleafe your royal worlhipj and I am travelling home- 
. ^ ward as iaft as I can : but it pleafed Heaven to ftrike 

* me blind with a flafli of lightning a long way from my 

* relations, and I am reduced to beg for a little fuite- 

* nance!' 

* Mercy upon meT cries Mils Newcorae; * why, 

* what a vaft way the miferable wretch has to travel, 

* Mr, Grilkin ! How will he ever be able to get home V 

* 0!i, curie him ! all a confounded lie from beginning 

* to end, depend upon't, Mad^m i The dog has no re- 

* lations or Iriemis in the woiid, TU anfwcr for him I' 
cries the beau. * Then tumirg to his father — < Here, you 
'* old rafcal,^ added he, i heiVs a (hilling for you; indf 

* do you hear me, take yourfelf off this moment! If 

* ever I fee you upon the Parade again, Til have you 

* laid i^y the heels, and lent to the houl^of corrcclion/ 
The blind wretch then hobbled away, pouring forth a 
thoufand bencdiflions upon them i while Lady Marma- 

zet 
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set and the iharper rallied Mifs Newcome for her unta* 
fliionable gentroiity* 

Leaving the reader to make his own remarks on this 
cxtraordiiiaiy occurrence, 1 ih?A\ puis over t!ie interme- 
diate Inace of tiuie in winch notiiing hr^ppened material 
to this iiiilory, and rejoin the three illuftrious guefts at 
their alehouie in the evening. The lady was the iirft tliat 
came,* to whom her father related the adventure of the 
morning, which p;i'eatly delighted her. Vv'lillc /he was 
laughing at this itory, that iprightly knight her brother 
alfo came finging into the room ; and throwing hiniielf 
negligently into a diairi picked his teeth for a moment 
or two in filence: then audrefling himfelf to his father 
— — * Old fellov// ciies he, ' I was oldiged to ufe you a 

* little roughly this nicrning, but ycra'li ' excul'e me. 

* There was a neceffity you know ot treating you like 
< a Ibbundrel and an impoftor^ to prevent any fuipicion 

* of our relationfliip/ — * Well, well, Jack!'* rephedthe 
father * I loiiuve you, I forgive you wilii aliuiv heart 5 

* for I fuppole one or llic ladies was your Aveethcarf, 

* and to be fure 'tv/as as well not to let her know you 

* was my fon, for fi^ar of the worll that miglit happen, 

* tho*f you tell me women are lb fond of marry Ins; high- 
'f waymen i:o'.v-a-davs. Adad, Jack i I wifhed ior my 
^ eyes again ju(t to have had one iiltie peep at her. 

What, is flie a deadly linegiil?' 
*■ A divine creature, Sir,' replied the beau j * young, 
^ melting, amorous, and heaotiiul 5 innocent as an angel, 
and yet v/anton as the nionth of May; and then flie 
doats on me to dirtra6ti(jn. Did ycu mind h{>w ten- 

* derly the iitde fool interelted herfclf about your blind 
' eyes, and pitied you for the confounded lies you told 

* herr 

' Why, yes, there v^as fomct hing very pretty, Imufl: 

* confefs,' laid the father; * very pretty indeed, in her 

* manner of talking. How the rdeuce do you get ac- 

* quainted witli the great ladies?"^ 

* O, let me alone for that,* retximed Mi'. Grilkin j 
' I am made for the women. Sir 1 I have the toujours 

H < gay. 
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^ g^9 ^li^cli 18 lb dear to them 3 I«am bleflcd with that 

^ agreeable impudence, that eafy familiar way of talking 

* nonitnle, that happy infenfibility of fliame> which 

* they all adore in men. And thcnconfider iny figure, 

* my (hape, my air, my legs — all together, I rind I am 

* irrefiftible. How in the name of wonder, old fellow, 
^ could you and your trull ftrike out fuch a lucky hit 
/ under a country hedge ?* 

Here the fair lady was in raptures at her brother's wit, 
and afked her father, if he did not think him a molt de- 
lightful, charming young fellow j to which the beggar 
replied witli a groan— >^ O Jack> Jack ! thou wilt ccr- 
^ tainly come to be hanged in the end ^ I fee it as plain as 

* can be j lb much wit and impudence will certainly bring 

* thee to the g:dlows atia(t.' 

Macli more of this Ibrt of ribaldry and licentious con- 
verfation pafled between them 5 and as the father was 
more wakeful this night than he had been the preceding 
s one, they proti*a£led their cups till veiy late j they roared, 
they iung, they danced, and prafcifed all forts Oi unruly, 
druixken mirth.. At lalt, however, they feparated once 
more to their fcvcral beds 5 and Fate had deftined that 
they fliould never meet again in joy and friendihip, at 
this or any oth^r alehoule 5 the caufe whereof wUi be 
feen in the following chapter. 

• 

CHAP. XVIIl. 
More adwntures at Bati» 

THE father ot young Jeremy Grilkin was fo pleafeJ 
with the advantageous match his fon was conclud- 
ing, that, in the joy of his heart, he could not help talk- 
ing of it to thealehoule-keeper where he lodged 5 though 
he had imprecated a thoufand curies on his head, if ever 
he revekled it. The aiehouie-keeper likewife had bound 
himfelf by an equal number of oaths, never to difcover 
what he heard from the beggar j and perhaps at the 
timehemade thefe vows he meant to obfeiTe them: but 
being once in poiitllion of a fecret^ he found it impofiible 
to be long eafy withfo tmuUefbme a guell inhisbofomj 

With 
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With a vtry myfterious • face therefore be whifpered to 
feveml coachmen and footmen^ who frequented his houfc, 

that a very fine gciitleman ami lady came privately 
every night to vilit an old blind beggar, who lodged 
with him j that thefe fine folks, by what he could learn, 
were the beggar's fon and daughter $ and that the fine 
gentlemaii lived among the quality^ and was. going to 
run away with a great fortune. 

The ftory having made this progreis, could not fail 
' of proceeding farther j for being once communicated to 
the fervants of i'everal families, it was quickly ferved up 
to the tables of the great* T4ie valets intormed their 
mafters, and the waiting gentlewomen their miftreffes, 
as^a new topic of converfatiou while they were drefling 
them. 

From hence the nimour became public, and difperfed 
. itfelf all over the Bath ^ fo that the very next morning 
.after the laft rendezvous at the alehoufe, when Squire 

Giifkin appeared with Lady Maimazet and Mifs New- 
come as ufual in the Pump-room, they found themftlves . 
flared on with more than common attention by all the 
company. Several gentlemen laughed aloud as they 
pafled by them ; the young ladies all affefled to titter 
under their fans j and the eldeft dames toffed up their 
nofes with the mod infolent air of dildain. As ail this 
could not be done without a meaning, the two ladies his 
companions were greatly aftonifbed; and even the beau 
hiipielfy fortified as he was in impudence, could not 
ftifle fome unpleafant apprehenfions. He affefted how- 
ever to turn it off with an air of l ailicry, imputed to the 
d — mned cenforioulhefs of the Bath j and exprefled his 
wonder that people could not be allowed to be free and 
intimate, without drawing on themlelves the fcandalous 
obfervations of a whole public place. 

While Mr. Grifkin was fuppofed to be a gentleman, 
the whole Uibe of coquettes and beauties looked on Mils 
Newcome with eyes of jealoufy and indignation, all of 
them envying her the happin^fs of engaging fo accom- 
plifhed a lover: but no iboner were they let into the fe- 
ll a crct 
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cret of his parentage, than they began to trhimph m 
their turns, and fhewed their malice another way. Envy 

now changed into coatcinpt , a malicious fneer was feen 
in all their faces, and they hu idled together in little 
parties to fcalt on lo agreeable a diicovery. For fpiteis 
never ibipiteful as among young ladies who are rivals m 
love and beauty. ^ Really, Madam,* faid one of them^ 

* one muft be obliged to take care of one's pockets, be- 

* caul'e you know if fliarpers are allowed to come into 

* public places, and appeu* like gentlemen, one can 

* never be fafe a moment,' To which another replied— 

* Indeed I (hall leave my watch at home when I go to 

* the ball to-night, fav I don'*t think itfafeto carry any 

* thinor valuable about one, while Mifs Newcomers ad- 

* mirer continues among us/ Mimy fuch fpeeches were 
flirted about j for though the ftcry hitherto was only a 
flying fufpicion, they were all folly perfuaded of its truths 
and refolutely bent to believe it without waiting for any 
confirmation, and indeetl without once troubling: theiii- 
lelves to enquire on what authority it was founded- 

The gay ihaiper maniielUy perceived from all this^ 
that Ibme difcovery had been made to his difadvantage ^ 
but not being willing to rellgn his hopes tWl affairs ap- 
peared a little more dcfperate, he very courageoully pi c- 
. lented hlmfclf that eveninor in the ball-room. He was 
indeed prudent enough to abilain from minuets, not chuf-* 
ing to encounter the eyes of people in fo confpicuous an 
attitude ^ but as foon as the company ftood up to coun- 
try-dances, with a face of infinite aiVurance, he led Mils 
Newcome towards the top of the roDm, and took his 
ftation as ulual amons: the tbremoft files. A buz im- 
mediately ran through the company, and when they 
began to dance, nrK>ii: of the ladies aefuied i\im their 
hands. This was a terrible blow to him ; he knew not 
how to revenge the affront, nor yet how to behave under 
fuch an interdiftion. L:idy Marmazct, who law with 
what licorn he was treated, very refolutely advanced and 
reprimanded ftveral of her female acquaintance with 
much warmth for their behaviour, pretending it was an 

afTronc 
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affront to Mifs Newcome, who came to Bath under her 
proteflion, and whole caufe.ihe was obliged to el*poul*e# 
in reality; I believe there was another realbn whieh 
quickened her ladyfliip^s refentment^ and made her be- 
hold with concern the indignities ofllrtrd to a man, wlio 
had ibund the way ot bein^ agreeable to her ladyfliip, as 
well as to the young lady her companion. But how- 
ever that be, it is certain her interte^g did him little 
iervice; and after athoufand taunts and fleei*5, the un- 
fortunate couple were obliged to lit down in a corner of 
the room. 1*hey itood up again ibme time afterwards 
to make a freih attempt, which proved as uniucceisful 
as the former : in fliort, after repeated difgi'aces, they 
were obliged to give over all thoughts of dancing for 
the remaming part of the night; the poor girl trembling 
and wondering what could be the reaion ot all* this be- 
haviour j and even the beau himftinookingvery fooiifli 
under the conlcioufnefs of his own condition. 

As it was pi-ettj plain, however, that his father muft 
h^ve betrayed hisiecret, the ball no foonerbix)k*e up, than 
he flew with the greatell rage to the alehoule, nifned 
eagerly into the room, where the miferable wretch was 
then dozing, and fell upon him with all the bitternefsof 
paffion. * Where is this old i-afcal?' aieshej * what 

* IS it you mean by thisyoudeteftablemifcreant ? I have 

* a great mind to niuracv you, and give your carcalc to. 

* the hounds 1 

* Blcfsus! what's tlie matter now Jack?' faid tjie 
beggar. * Matter I* returned he j * you hav^ been 
' prating, and tattling, and chattering. You have 

* ruined me, 'you old villain, you have blown me up for 

* ever. Speak, confels that you have difcovei'ed my 

* fecrets.' , 

Here the beggar ftammered and endeavoured toexcufe 
htmfeif, but was obliged at laft to acknowledge, that he 
believed he might have mentioned fomethingoi: the matter 
,to the man of the houfe. * And how durlt you mention 

* any tiling of the matter ?' cries the ion, icizing his 
iatlior by thtii throat j < how durll you open your lips 

H J* ^ upon 
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* upon the fubjeft ? I have a great inclination to pluck 

* your tongue out, and burn it before your face. You 
< have told himi I fuppoie, tliat I am your Ibn. 'Tis 

* a lie 5 you ftole me, yon kidnapped me 5' *ti8 impof- 

* fiblc 1 C(;iild be the oltspring ot luch an eyelefs, fliirt- 

* lei's, toothlels racfcramulfin as thou art. Here I have 
^ been inluhed by every body to night, I have run the 

* gauntlet tlu'ough the whole balUroom j all my hopes^ 

* all my ftratagems are deftroyed, and all is owing to 

* your infamous prating. But mark what I fay to you. 

* Set out direflly, to- night or to-morrow morning be- 

* fore fun-rile, and budge oft' as fall as youi* legs can 

* cairy you. If I iind you here to-mori'ow at feven 

* c^clocky by^ell, lil cut your throat. You haye done 

* mifchief enough already. You Ihall do me no more ; 

* and theretorc puck up your wallet and away with you, 

* or prepai e to feed th^ crows.' Having "uttered this 
terrible denunciation of vengeance, he rulhed out of tlie 
room with as muctf impetuofity as he came into it, and 
left the poor oiFender iiaring and trembling with amaze* 
ment. 

The firft thing he did after bis fon had quitted him, 
was to iieave up a prodigious. ^ roan, which he accompa- 
nied with amoral reflect ion on the hard fate of all fathers, 
who are curfed with rebellious, unnatural children* As 
fuch uCage he thought was fu(iic;ent to cancel a 1! pater- 
nal affection, he felt in himfelF a itrong- dtllre at iuil to 
be revenged, by impeaciiing, and bringing the villain to 
juftice. But then confideririg, on the other hand, that 
he could not well do this without diicovering his own 
'hypocrify and impoftures at the fame time, he prudently 
fuppreifcd thole thoughts, and refolved to quit the oiace. 
Jt was hard, he faid to himfelf, to obey the orders of 
liich an abandoned profligate ; but he comforted himfelf 
with the agreeable, and indeed very probable hopes, 
that he (hould foon (ee his fon come to the gallows, with- 
out his being acc^lfary to fuch an event:. 

Very early then the-next morning, he fet out with his 
Moibrtmute Utde guide, and made forced maiches foi; 
^ London. 
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London. Being willing to efcape beyond the reach of 
his- fon's refentment as loon as poffible> he travelled fa 
rery faft, that in little more than a week's time, he ar- 
rived at Reading : from whence after a day's refting, he 
again renewed his journey. But forrovv and fatigue fo 
entirely overcame him, that he [ell fick on the road, and 
it was witli the greateft difficulty that he crawled up to the 
gate of a celebrated inrf» not ufed to the entertainment 
of fuch guefts, where he fainted and dropped down in a 
fit. Two or three oftlers, who were the firft that faw 
him, conveyed him to an apartment in the liable, where 
he lay for ieveral days in a moft miferable condition.— 
' His diibrder foon rendered him fpeecblefs, and being able 
to aik for nothing, he was fupplied with nothing : for 
though the good landlady of the houfe would gladly have 
done any thing in the world to relieve him, had flie known 
his condition, her fervants, happening not to have the 
fplrit of humanity in them, never once informed her that 
fuch an obje£l of charity lay fick in her ftable« Finding 
Irimfelf thus neglefted and deftitute of all comfort, he 
very prudently gave up the ghoft, leaving our hero once 
more at the difpofal of .chance. 

What future fcenes of good or evil nre next to open 
upon him. Fate does not yet chufeto divulge | and there- 
fore begging the reader to fufpend. his curiofity, till 
we Iiave received a proper commiHion for gratifying it, 
we here put an end to this firlt book of oui* wonderful 
hiftory. 

END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 
CHAP. I. 

« 

Fortune grows favourable to our bero^ and rejlcres bim io 

high life* 

THE blind beggai:» to whofe tyranny Fortune had 
committed our hero, gioaned out his (biil, as the 
reader has already leen, in the liable at a public inn* — ^ 
Pompey, ftanding by, had the pleafiire of feeing the ty- 
rant tall as he deicrvai, and exuked over him like Cxaa 
in the fenate-horJe over the dvinir Caefar. This misfor- 
tune was fixft dilcovered by an oftltr, who coming acci- 
dentally into the fiable, and perceiving the miferable 
crekture ftretched out on the ftraw, began atiirft to holla 
in his ear, imagining him to be alleep^ but finding him 
infenlii)]e to three or Iburheatty kicks, which hehertowed 
upon him — * Odrabbet un,' cries he, * why iurc acan"*t 
< be dead; can a ? by gai' he is ; pillgarlic is certainly 
^ dead«^ He then called together two or three of his 
brethren, to divert themfelves with this agreeable i pela- 
de, and Hinny ftable jokes pafl'ed upon tlie occalion. — 
When their diveriion was over, one of ihem ran in doors 
to inform their milhefsj but tlie good woman wa» not 
immediately at letiure to hear his intelligence^ being 
taken up in her civilities to a coach-and«fix, juft thenar. % 
rived, and very biiiy in cond\i£ling the ladies to their 
apartments. However, when dinner was over, file be- 
thought hcrfeU of what had happened, and went iiatx^ 
the liable attended by two of her chamber- maids, to lur- 
vcy the coi-pfe, and give orders for its burial. TheJt? lit- 
tle Pcmpcy, for the fuft tLne pielUitcd hinUelf to lier 
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View ; but forrow and ill-ufage had fo impaii'ed his beau« 
ty, and hU coat too was in luch a diihabilie of dirt and 
mire, that he befpake no fsnrourable opinion In his be* 
holders. We muft not therefore think Mrs, Windmill 
of a cruel nature, becaufe flie ordered him to be hanged> 
for, inreality^ fheis a very humane and hiendly woman; 
but perceiving no beauty in the dog to incline her to 
compaflion, and concluding him to be a thief^ from the 
company he w:is lound vvith, it was natural for her to 
fhew him no mercy. A confultation therefore was l^ld 
in the yard, and ientence of death was pronounced upon 
him; which had been executed as ibon as commanded^ 
(for the oftler was inftantly preparing a rope with great 
delight) had not one of the diamber- maids interpofed, 
faying, flie believed he was a fweet pretty creature, if he 
was waflicd, and deiired her miilrefs to fave him. A 
word of this kind was enough to Mrs. Windmill^ who 
immediately granted him a reprieve, and ordeird him 
into the kitchen for a turn-fpit. But when hehad gone 
thioiigh the ceremony of luftration, and was thoroughly 
cleaned, every body was ftruckwith his beauty, and the 

£)od landlady in particular ; who now changed her re-* 
hitionsy and^ inftead of ccmdemning him to the drud- 
gery of aturn-fpit, madehim her companion, and taught 
him to follow her about the houfe. He foon grew to be 
a favourite with the whole family, as indeed he always 
W2^ wherever he came ; and the chamber-maids ufed ta 
quan^l with one another, who fliould take him to their 
beds at night. He Hkewife got acquainted with Cap- 
tain, the great houfe- dog, who, like Cerberus, terrihied 
tlie regions round about with his barking: yet would he 
often condefcend to be pleafed with tiie frolics of little 
Pompey, and vouchfa&now and then to unbend his ma- 
jefty with a game of play. 

After he had lived here near a fortnight, a poll-chaifc 
ftopt one day at the door, out of which alighted two 
ladies juft arrived from the Bath. They ran direilly to 
the ftrCf declaring they were ahnoft frozen to death with 
cold whereupon Mrs. Windmill began to thunder foi^ 

wood 



Digitized by Google 



* 94- POMPEY THE LITTLE. 

wood, and affifted in making up an excellent fire: after 
which (lie begged theTavourtoIulow what theh'ladyihips « 
would pleaie to have for dmnier. * If you pleafe. Madam/ 

faidthe eldtli, ' Til look into your larder/ — <Withallmy 

* heart, Madam,' ani\vercd tlie gcod bndlady 5 * I have 
^ Hdi and iowls ot all kinds^ and rabbits and hares, and 

* variety of butcher's meat. But your lady(hip fays you 

* will be fo good as to accommodate yourfelf on the fpot. 

* I am ready to attend your ladyfli p, whenever your 

* ladyihip pleafes.' 

While the eldeft was gone to examine the larder, the 
youngelt of ihffe ladles, having feized little Pompey, 
who followed his miftrei's into the room, was infinitely 
charmed with his beauty, and careflTed him during the 
whole time of her fifter's abfence. Pompey, in return, 
fccmed pleafed to be taken notice of by lb fair a lady j for 
though he had long been diluled to the company of peo- 
ple %>{ fafliion, he had not yet forgot how to behave him- 
ftlf with complaifance and good manners. He felt a kind 
of pride returning, which all his misfortunes had not been 
able to extinguifh, and begim to hope tlic time was come 
which fhould reftore him to the beau-monde* With 
thefe hopes he continued in the room all the time the la- 
dies were at dinnei*, paying great court to them both* 
and receiving what they were pleafed to bcftow upon him 
with much fawning, and officious civility. 

As foon as the ladies liad dined, Mrs. Windmill came 
in to make her compliments, as ufual^ hoping the dinner 
was di*efled to their ladvfliips^ niinds, and that the jour> 
ney had not deftroyed their appetites. She received very 
courteous anlWers to all flie faid, and after Ibme other 
converfation on different topics, little Pompey came at 
lad upon the carpet. 'Pray, Madam,' fald the young- 
eft or the ladies, * how long have you had tliis very pretty 

* dog V Mrs. Windmill, who never was deficient when 
flie had an opportunity of talking, having ftarted fo fair 
a liibje£l, began to diiplay her eloquence in the following 
manner. ' Madam,' fays flie, * the little creatui'e fell 
^ into my hands by the ilrangeft accident in life^ and it 

^ is 
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< is G?^'s mercy he was not haiiged* An eld blind 

.. * beggar, ladies, died inmyftable about a fortnight ago, 
«• and it fcems this littJe animal uled to lead him about 

* the country. 'Tisamaziiig how they conad by thein^^ 

* ftin£l they have in them-— and fuch a little creature too, 
' But; as I was telling you> ladies^ the old blind begg-ar 

* was juft returned from Bath, as your ladyfliips may be 

* now, and the poor mil'erable wretch peri rned in my 

* liable. There he left this little dog j and, will you 

* believe It, ladies ? as I am aiive> I ordered him to be 

* hanged» not once di*eaming he was fuch a beauty 5 for 

* indeed he was quite covered over with mire and nafti- 

* nefs, as to be lure he could not be other wile, after 

* leadino* the old blind man lb lono; a journey; but a 

* maid-iervant ot mine took a fancy to the little wretch, 
^ and begged his lite $ and, would you think it, ladies f 
' I am now grown as fond of .the little fool as if he was 

* my own child/ 

The two filters, diverted with Mrs. WindmilPs ora- 
tion, could not help hniling upon one another 5 but, 
diiguifing their laughter as well as they could — * 1 do not 

wonder,^ faid the youngell, < at yourtbndnefsforhim, 

* Madam, he is fo remarkably handibme 5 and that being 

* the cafe, I cannot find in my he:ut *o rob you of him, 

* othei*wiie I was juft going to alk if you fliould be will- 

* to part with him/ — ^ Blefs me, Madam I' faid the 
obliging hoftels, ' I am fure there is nothing I would 

* not do to oblige your ladyfhip 5 and if your ladylhip 

* has fuch an atle6fion for the little wretch — Not part 

* with him indeed T — ' Nay, Madam,' faid the lady, 
interrupting her, < I would willingly make you any a- 

* mends; and if you will pleafe to name your price^ I'll 

* purchaie him of you/ — ^ Alack-a-day, Madam '/ re- 
plied the landlady, * I am foriy your lady/hip fufpefts 

* me to be ot fucli a mercenary difpofition. Purchaie 

* him indeed I He is extremely at your ladylhip's fervice, 

* if you pleai'e to accept of him/ With theie words, Qit 
took him up, and delivered him into the lady's arms, who 
leceivui him with m'^uiy ackiiowledgments of the favour 

done 
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<lone her 9 all which the good landlady repaid with abnn^ 
dant into'eft* 

Word was now brought that the chalfe was ready, and 
waited at' the door; whereupon the two ladies were 
obliged to break off theii* converfation, and Mr«. Wind- 
mill to rtlh-ain her eloquence. She attended them, with 
a millim of* civil fpeechcs, to their equipage, and hand- 
ing little Pompcy to thcni, when they weie leated in it, 
took her leave with a great prolufion of inui;::s and curt- 
iies. The poftillion blew Ins horn 5 the ladies bo wet! j and 
our heroes heart exulted witli transport, to tliiiik of the 
amendment^of his fate. 

CHAP, II. ' • 

A lo^rg chapter ofChafa^ers. 

THE poft-chaile Hopped in a genteel ftreet in London, 
and Pompey was mtroduced into decent lougings, 
where e;very thmg had an air of politenefs, yet nothing 
was expeniive. The rooms were hung with Indian pa- 
per j the beds were Chinele 5 and the whok lurn.tuie 
leemed to Ihew how elegant fimplicity can be iinuLr the 
diref^ion of tafte» Tea was immediately ordered, and the 
two ladies fat down to refrefli themfelves atter the fatigue 
of their journey, and began to talk over the adventiuc^ 
they had met with at the Bath. They remembered inary 
agreeable incidents, which liad happened in ;;hat great 
rendezvous of pleafure, and ventured to laugh at ibme 
follies of their acquaintance, without feverity or ill-na- - 
ture. 

Thefe two ladies were born of a good family, and had 
received a genteel education. Their father, indeed, left 
them no more than fix thoufand pounds each 5 but, as 
they united their fortunes, and managed their affaii*s with 
frugality, they made a creditable figure in the world, and 
lived in intimacy with people of the greatell falliion. It 
will be necclfary, for the fake of diitinilion, to give them 
names, and the reader, if he pleales, mky call them The- 
odofia and Aurora, 

Theodofia, the eldeft, was ad vancing towards forty, an 
jige when perianal charms begin to fade, and women 

glow 
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grow indifFerent at leaft^ who have nothing better to lup- 

ply the place of them. But Theodofia was largely poi- 
lelFed ot all thofe good qualities which render women a- 
greeable without beauty : fbe was aft'able and eafy in her 
behaviour; well-bred without falihood ^ cheeiiul with- 
out. levity i polite and obliging to her friends^ civil and 
generous to her domeftics. Nature had given her a good 
temper, and education had made it) an agreeable one. 
She had lived much in ihe world, without growing vain 
or iniblent ; improved herunderftanding by books, with- 
out any affe&ation of wit or fcience ; and loved public pla- 
ces, without being a fiave to pleafure* Her converiation 
was always engaging, and often entertaining. Her long 
commerce with ti^ world Jiad fupplied her with a f und 
of diverting remarks on liie^ and ner good fenfe enabled 
)ier to deliver them with grace and propriety. 

Aurora, the youngeft fitter, was in lier four^and twen- 
tieth year, and imagination cannot form a fmer figure than 
file was in cveiy relpt:6V. Her beauty, now in its hi^hclt 
luftrei gave that full iatisfa£lion to the eye which younger 
chaims rarely infpire. She was tall and full formed, but 
with the utmoft elegance and fymmetry in all her limbs 5 
and a certain majelly, which refulted trcnihcrr fliape, was 
accompanied with a moft peculiar fweetnel's of face ; for 
though (lie had all the charms, Aie liad none of the inlo- 
leuce of beauty. ' As if thefe imcommon perfedlions of 
nature were not fufficient to piticure her admirers enough, 
fhe had added to them the molt winning-accoiupHrnments 
oi art; (hedanced, and fung, and played, like an angel 5 
her voice, naturally clear, tuil, and melodious, had been 
improved under tlie beft Italian mailers ; and (he was rea- 
.dy to oblige people with her muiic» on the fllghteft inti- 
. mat ion that it would be agreeable, without any airs of 
/liynefs, and unfeafonable modefty. Indeed, atfeflation 
never entered into any one of her geiiures ; and whatibever 
ike did; was with that generous freedom of manner, which 
denotes a good undedtanding, as well as anhoneft heart. 
H?Jr temper was chccrfal in the higheft degree, and (lie had 
' amolluncommonilowoffpiritii and good humour 1 which 

1 ieldom 
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£:ldom deierted hei^ in any place or company. At a bail 
Ihe was extremely joyous and fpirited, and the pleaibre 

'ihegave to her beholders could only be exceeded oy that 
unbounded happlnels with which ftie inl})ired her paitner. 
Yet though her genius led her to be lively^ and a little 
r()mantiC| whoever converied with her in private admired 
her good fenfe^ and heard refleftions from her which plainly 
fliewed file had often exerciled her undertlanding on the 
• jnoft ferious fubjefls. 

A woman lb beautiful in her perfon, and excellent ia 
her accompUlhmt^ntSy could not fail of attrafting lovers 
in great abundance ; and as the charafters of ibme of her 
admirers may perhaps not be unentertaining, we will give 
, the reader a little Iketch of two of tli|;in^ from among a 
great variety. 

And firft, let us pay our compliments to Count Tag^ 
who had merited a title by his exploits ; which, perhaps^ 
is not the moft iffual ttep to honour, but always moft re- * * 
fpeclable whenever it happens. It is tnie he had no pa- 
tent to fliew for his nobility, which depended entirely on ' 
the arbitrium popularis aurds^ the ficklenels of popular 
applaufe \ but die fame arts which had procured him his 
title, he trufted to for the prefervation of it. He had in- 
deed taken great pains to be a coxcomb of dirtinguiflied 
reputation, and, by the help of uncommon talents this 
way, was now arrived at the full extent of his wifiics.— • 
Having eftabliihed a large acquaintance among people of 
taihion) who admitted him for.the fake of laughing at him, 
he really fancied himfelfone of their number, and had long 
ago thought proper to forget his family and primceval 
meannsfs. But that the reader may know by wliat il^ps 
he rofe to theconfpicuous ftation of ridicule he now poi'- 
felTed, let us trace him in his progrefs to it. 

Count Tag was the fon of a brewer in a great market- 
town, vvho having grown rich in trade, was feized with 
the unfortunate ambition of breeding up his fdli a gen- 
tleman ; for which purpofe he fent him fir (1: to a public 
fchool, and afterwaras to the univeriity of Oxford. Be- 
in^ here on a levd with people much his fuperiors, the 

• young 
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yoting gentleman learned to grow fond of great compa-' 
ny,. and very early began to calculate the degrees of hi» 
happinefs by the number of his fafhionuble acquaintance. 
At hi\ his father died> and lett him a fortune of about 
eight thoufand pounds 5 upon the news whereof lie im- 
meidiately tranfported himfelf from Oxford to London^re-* 
Iblving to make a bold'pufli, as it is Called, to introduce 
him into life* He had a ftrong ambition, of becoming a 
fine gentleman, and cultivating an acquaintance with peo- 
ple of fafliion, which he efteemed the moft confummate 
diarader attainable by man, and to that he refolved to 
dedicate his days. As his firft eflfayi therefore, he pre- 
fented himfelf every evening in a fides-box at one of the 
play-houles, where he was ready to enter into converfa- 
tion with any bo<)y that would afford him an audience : 
but was paiticulru-ly afliduous in applying himfelf to 
youngs noblemen and men of fortune whom he had for* 
merly known at fchool, or at the univerfity. By degrees 
he got footing in two or three families of quality, where he 
was fometimes^ invited to dinner j and having learned the 
faihionable topics of difcourfe, be ftudied to make him- 
felf agreeable by entertaining them with the current news 
of Ae town. He had the nrft intelligence of a marriage 
or an intrigue, knew to a moment when the breath went 
out of a nobleman's body, and publifhed the fcandal of a 
mafquerade or a ridotta fooner by half an hour at leaft 
tiian any other public talker in Lbndon* He had a co- 
pious fluency of language, which made him embellifli 
every fubjeft he undei took 5 and a cerain art of talking 
as minutely and circumftantially on the moft trivial fub- 
jcfts, as on thole of the higheft impoitance. He would 
defcribe a ftraw, or a pimple on a lady's face, with all 
the figures of rhetoric i by which he perfiiaded many 
people to believe him a man of great parts ; and furely 
no mn.n's impertinence ever turned to bttter account. As 
he conllantly attended Bath and Tunbrldge, and all the 
public places, he got eafier accefs to the tables of the 
great, and by degrees infinuated himfelf into all the par- 
ties of the ladies 5 ahiong whom he began to be received 

la' as 
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as a confiderable genius, and quickly became necefiary 
iv^ ail their drums and afieihblies. * 

Finding his fchemes thus fucceed almoft beyond his 

hopes, he now aHumed a higher behaviour, and began 
to fancy himfelf a man of quality from the company he 
kept. With this view he thought proper to forget liis 
old acquaintance } whofe low geniules left them grovel- 
ing in obfcurity, while his fuperlor talents had raiied 
him to a familiarity with lords and ladies. If, there- 
fore, any old friend, preiuniingon their former intimacy, 
ventured to accoli; him in the park, he nuu.ie a formal 
bow^ and begged pardon for leaving himj but really 
Lady Betly, or Lady Mary was juft entering the Mall* 
In ftiort, he always proportioned his refpefl to the rank 
and fortunes of his company. He would defer t a com- 
moner tor a lord, a lord for an earl, an earl for a mar- 
* quis, and a marquis for a duke* Having thus enrolled 
pimielf in his own imagination among the nobility^ it 
was not without reafon that people gave him the ftyle 
and title of Count Tag, thinking it a pity that fuch a 
genius fliould be called by the ordinary name of his family. 
To fay this gentleman was in love, would be too great 
an abuie of language, for he was in reality incapable of 
loving any body but himfelf. But vanity and the mode 
often madehim iiff^iSi attachments to women of celebrated 
beauty, from whofe acquaintance he thought he could 
derive a credit to himlelf. This was his motive for ap- 
pearhig one of the a^hxiirers df Auix»ra, whofe charms 
were confpicuous enough to excite his pride, and that 
was the only paflion which the count ever thought of gra- 
tifying. He knew how to counterfeit raptures which he 
never felt^ and had all the language of love, without ar^ 
ot its fentiments* 

The other admirer of Aurora, whofe chai:a6i:er we like* 
wife promifed to draw, was one in all refpefts the reverfe 
of Count Tag, and may very well ferve as his contrail. 
He was a young nobleman about her own age, blefled 
with every perfonal accompliftiment that could render him 
agreeable, and every good quality that could mak^ him 

beloved« 
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beloved. If an excellent underftanding^ improved <bjr 
competent reading; ifthemoft uncommon integrity of 
mind, joined with the greateft candour and fenfibili^ of 
hcMtj if a foul paflionately devoted to the love of truth, 
which abhorred falftiood and detetted afFcftation j if all 
tliefe perfeftions can render any one the obje^l of ^(leeni, 
they all united in forming the chara&er of this amiable 
young nobleman. But to efteem him only was paying 
him but half his due. There was fomething fo veiy 
open and fincere in his looks, fo winning in his conver- 
fation, and ftriking in all his aftions, that nobody ever 
departed from him without a thorough love and admira- 
' tion of him. He had^the moft agreeable manner of ad« 
drefs, improved, but not corrupted, by the civilities of 
\he world j a unitoi m, unaflFefted, natural gentility, 
whicli put mere politeners out of countenance,and left ai ti- 
ficial complaifance at a dlilance. In a word, he had 
the moft cordial warmth of heart, the greateft generolity 
of fentiment, and the trueft equanimity of temper upon 
all occafions in life. 

« Being inlpired with a palTion for an agreeable woman, 
he was neither a/hamed to own it, nor yet did he ufe the 
ridiculous eulogiums with which coxcombs talk of their * 
mi&nsfles when theu' imaginations are heated with wine. 
He did not compare her to the Venus of Medicis, or run 
into any of ihofe attificial i*apturcs which are almoft al- 
ways counterfeited } but whenever he mentioned her 
name, he ijpoke the language of his heart, and I'poke of 
her always with a manlinefs'that teftified the reality and 
' lincerity of his paflion. It was impoffible for a woman 
not to return the afFeftions of fo deferving a lover : Au- 
roi-a happy to be the object ,of his addiefles, and met 
them with becoming zeal. 

CHAP. III. 

The )cbaraffers of the foregoing chapter exemplified. An 
irreparable misjortiine befalls our hero. 

THE two fillers had lain longer a bed th:in ufual ll^e 
morning after their arrival injiown, which was ow- 
ing to the fatigue of their journey. They bad but juft 

I 3 ilnilhed 
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finl filed their brtaktaft by twelve o'clock; Aurora was 
then fitting down to hei hax-pfichord, and Theodofia read- 
ing the play -bills for the evening, when the door openedy 
and Connt Tag was ufhered by a fervant intb the room. 

When the firll ceremonies were a little over, and the 
connt had exprefll-d the prodigious fatisfailion he felt in 
I'eeing them returned to town, he began to enquire what 
kind of Icaion they had, had at JBatli. < Why really,* 
faid Theodoiia, < a very good one, upon the whole | thei*e 

* were many agreeable people there, and all of them eafy 

* and feci able 5 which made our time pafs away cheer- 

* fully and pleaiantly enough.' — * Youamaze me !' cries 
the count : ' impollible, Madam I — ^How can it be 
' ladies ? — I had letters from Juoixl Marmazet^ and Lady 
' Betty Scornful, affuriiig me that, except you and them- 

* felves, there were not three human creatures in the 

* place. Let me fee — I have Lady Betty's letter in my 

* pocket, I believe, at this moment — Ohf no, upon 

* recoUeftlon, I put it this morning into my cabinet^ 

* where I preferve all my letters of quality.* 
Aurora, fmothering a laugh as well as (he could, faid 

flie was extremely obliged to Lord Marmazet and Lady 
Betty tor vouchfafing to rank her and her filter in the 
catalogue of human beings ^ ^ But furely,' added flie^ 

* they muft have been afleep both of them, when they 
' wrote their letters, for the Bath was extremely fiilL— - 

* Full cries the count, interruting her; * Oh, Madam, 

* that is very poliible, and yet tliere might be no com- 
' paiiy ; that is, none of us ; nobody that one knows : . 
^ for as to all the tramontanes that come by the crois 

* pa it, we never reckon them any thing but monfters in 

* human fliape, that lervc to fill up the ft age of life, like 

* cyphers in a play. For inilance, you often fee an 
' awkwand girl, who had fewi^d a tail to a gown^ and 
< pinned two lappets to a night cap, run headlong into 

* the rooms with a wild froity face, as if (he was juft 

* con\e ironi iccciinc- pcuh ry in her iaiber's chicken-vard : 

* or yen ice a bcol^y iquire, v/ith a head rel'embiing a 
^ lioue-bail ov&r a gate-poii. Now it would be the moil 

* ridiculous 
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^ ridiculous thing in life to call luch people com- 

* pany. 'Tis the want of titles, and not the want of 
' faces, that makes a place empty j for if th^ is no- 

* body 6ne knows, if three are none of us in a place, we 

* clleem all the relt as mob and rabble.' 

Here it was impoflible for the two ladies any longer to 
contain their laughter* ^ Hold, hold, for Heaven's iakeP 
faid Theodoiia, interrupting him, * have a little merfcy, 

* count, on us poor mortals who are born without titles, 
and don't banifh us quite from all public places. Con- 

< fider, Sir, though yoU have been io happy as to acquire 
' a title, all of us have not the fame good tbrtune i and 
^ mnft we then be reckoned among the mob and rabble 
f of life/ 

* Oh, by no means T cries the count ; ^ you mlfunder- 

* Hand me entirely — you are in the polite circle, ladies j 

* we reckon you among the quality. Whoever belongs 
^ to the polite circle, is of the quality. I was only talk- 

< ing of the wretched figures who know nobody, and are 
^ known of nobody j they are the mob and rabble I was 
« fpeaking of. — You, imleed 1 — no, pardon me. — 

< But pray, ladies, who was this Mifs Newcome, tliis 
^ great beauty, that made luch a figure among you at 
^ Bath ? Was (he ever in any of our drums or aflemblies?* 

* No, Sir," replied Theodofia 5 * it was the firft time 

* of her appearing, I believe, in any public place; Hie 

* came under the protection of Lady Marmazet, She is 

* a very agreeable girl, and really exceedingly pretty* 
^ I often converied with her, and indeed ihe promifes to 

* make a very fine woman, if flie does not play the fool, 

* and thro\v herleivcs away upon that odious, detcftable 
} Grifkin.* * 

* Aye, that Griflcin, too!' cries the count, 'who 5s 
' that deteftable Griikin ? I think I am acquainted with 

< all the families of any note in England, and yet in my 
^ days I never heard of Sir Jeremy Gru'kin. 

* No, Sir,' laid Aurora \v\ti\ a fmile: 'tis impoflible 

* you lliouid know any luch Englilh tamily, for he: gave 
^ oOt that He came from Ireland { and i^veii there^ 1 fancy^ 
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one Ihouldbc pretty much puzzled to find 5t ; for I am 
very apt to fulpeft that Mr. Grifkui is nothing better 
. than a notorious iharper. We h3d a report at Bath, 
that he was the fon ot a blind beggar. The truth of 

■ this, indeed, never came perfedlly to light j but iure 

■ Lady Marmazct, it' (he has any friend fliip for the girl, 

* mult he mnd to encourage fucha match** 

< Afolutely diftraacd V cri^s the count, < I can't ' 

* imagine what flie means by it t and indeed when flie 

* comes to town, 1 fliail raliy her ladyfliip for having 

* iiich a beauty in petto, without letting me know any 

* thing of the matter.* 

While the count was tlius difplaymg his own merit 
and acquaintance with the grand moiide, the door opened 
on a hidden, and the young lord appeared, whofe cha- 
ra£ler concluded the preceding chapter. He approached 
the ladies with a relpeitful bow, and enquired tenderly 
concerning their health, but addrefled himfelf rather in a 
more particular manner to Aurora. Her face immediately 
changed on his entering the room, and a certain air of 
alFcftionate languor took poiUlfion of her features, which 
before were a little exprefiive of fcorn and ridicule : in 
(hort, flie received him with afometbing more than com* 
plaifance, and a tone of voice only calculated to convey 
the fentiments of love. 

But as the delicacy of her paflion chofe to reveal itfelf 
as little as poiTible before vvitnefi'es, flie foon recovered 
the gaiety of her features, and addrefiin.g herfelf with a 
linile to her beloved peer—* My lord,' iaid (he, * you 

* are come in excellent time j the count is entertaining 

* us here wlih a very ingenious ie^lure on what it is vvc 

* are (o call the woild/ 

Coimt was no ftranger to his lordfhip, who per- 
feiily knew, and heartily defpifed him for his foppery 
and aifeAation. Yet he was obliged now and then.to 
fubmit to a vifit from him ; for being in pofrcfiTion of a 
title, tiie count, who haunted all peopleof quality, would 
obtrude himielf on his acquaintance contrary to his incli- 
nation I and good manners^ as well as the natural candour 

of 



Digitized by Google 



POMPEY THE LITTLE. I05 

of his temfter^ refti-ained him from expreffing his dctef** 
* tatton in too explicit terins. He had, however, no great 

dciire at prclliit 1:0 ln.jr him upon a topic where his im- 
pertinence would liav j io great a Jcope, and thererore en- 
deavoured to turn the converfation to ibme other i'ubje^l 5 
but the county whofe eyes Iparkled, as they always did 
on the appearance of a man of qusdity, no iboner &w 
him feated in his chair, than he taftened himfelf imme- 
diately upon him, and bc^gan to appeal to his lordfhip 
for a coniirnQation of his leotiments. * My lord/ laid- 
he> ' I was endeavouring to convince the ladies, that if 

* thereis nobody one knowsy none of US| in a public placet 
« all the reft are to be confidered in the light of porters, 

* and oyfter- women. I dare lay your lordlhip is of the 

* fameopmion.' 

^ Indeed, Sir, but lam not,' replied his lordihip; 
^ and theiefore . I muft deiire you would 'Uot draw me into 

< a participation of any iuchfentiments. Thelanguageof 

people one knows, and people one does not know,'* 

* is what I very often hear in the world ; but it leems 

* to me the moll contemptible jargon that ever was in^ 
^ vented. Indeed^ for my own party I don't underftand 

< it ; and therefore, I confefs,. I am not qualified to talk 

* about it. Whom, pray, are we to call the people one 

* knows?' 

* O raon dieul' cries the county ^ your lordfliip, 

* furely, can'^taflc fuch a queftion? The. people one 

* knows, my lord, are the pec^le who aiie. in i round qi 

* aflemblies and public diverfions ; people who have the 

* fca'voir^i^re^ the ton de bonne co?npagniey as the French 

* call it : in ihort, people who frize their hair in the 
' newell fafhion, and have their cloaths made at Paris.* 

< And are thefe the only people worth one*s regard in 
^ ^ life r faid his lordfliip. . ' . 

* Abiblutely, my lord P cries the count 5 ' I have no 

* manner of idea oi' conception of any body elfe/ 

* Then I am moli heartily forry for you,' cries his 
lordfliip* ' I can readily allow diat people of quality 
^ muft; in genei^l) iive with qne another, tlie cumms «f 

« the 
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* the world in good meafiire require iti buty fiirely, our 
^ ftation glve$ us. no right to behave with infolence to 

* •people htlow us, because they have not their cloaths 

* from Palis, or do not friz^ their hair in theneweft fa- 

* fhionl And I am lure, if people of quality have no 

< fiich rights it much lefs becomes the fops and coxcombs 

< in fafhioki) who are but the retainers on people of qua- 

* lity, who are themfelves only in .public by permtilton^ 

* and can pretend to no merit, but what they derive from 

* an acquaintance with their betters. This, furely, is 

* tlie moft contemptible of ail modern follies ! For in- 

< ftance, becauie a man is permitted to whifpernonfenfe 
/ in a Lady Betty^s or Lady Mary^s ear^ in the fide-box 

^ at a play-houfe, fliall he therefore fancy himlelf privi- • 

* leged to behave with impertinence to people infinitely 
. * his Superiors in merit, who perhaps have not thought 

* it woith their while to wriggle themfelves into a great 

< acquaintance? — ^What fay you Madam?" added he> 
mddrdling himfelf to Theodofia. 

* Your oblervation,' flie replied, * Is exceedingly jufi-, 

* my lord I But why do you confine it to your own fex ? 

* Pray let ours come in for a fliare of the fat ire ! For my 
^ part,*I could name a great many trumpeiy infignificant 

* girls about town, who, having wriggled themfelves^ 

* as you fay, into a polite acquaintance, give themfelves 

* ten times more airs, and are fifty thoufand times more 

* conceited than the people to whofe company they owe 
^ their pride. I have one now in my thoughts^ who is 

* throughout a compofition of vanity and fblly^ and bats 

* been for leveral years the public jeft and ridicule of the 

* town for her behaviour.* 

All this while the count fat in foine confufion: for 
though he had a wonderful talent, as indeed moft peo- 
ple have, at warding oif fcandal from himfelf, and apply- 
ing the fatire he met with to his neighbours, he was 
here fo plainly defcribtd, that it was hardly poflible for 
him to he miitaken. Aurora law this; and refolvingto 
complete his confufion— ^ Count," laid ilie^ < I havehad 
' it in my head this many a day to aik you a queftion* 

* Will 
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Will you be fo obliging as to tell me how you came 

* by your title?'—* O pardon me^ f have no title, Ma- 

* dam r cries the count. • Mere badinai;e and ridi- 
< cule! — a nick-name given me by Ibme of my friends — 

* that's all! But another time for that. At prefcnt, I 
• * ain obliged to call upon Lord Monkey man> whodefires 

* my opinion of fomc piAures he is going to buy ; after 

* which I fliall look in upon L:idy Betty Vincent , whom 
' * I pofitively have not feen for thefe three days/ Here he 
,rofe up and pade all the hafte hecould away, being exceed- 
ingly glad to efcape theperfecution which he law was pre- 
paling for him. 

Little Pompey was witnefs of many of thefe interviews, 
and began to think hi]lnfelf happily fituated for life. He 
was a great favourite/ with Aurora, who carelled him 
with the fbndeft tendemefs, and permitted him to fleep 
every night in a chair by her bed-iide. When fhe awoke 
in the morning, fii^ would embrace him with an ardour 
which the happie/c lover might have envied . Our hero's 
vanity, perhaps, made him fancy himfelf the genuine 
objeft of thejif careflqs, whereas, in reality, he was only 
the reprefeiftative of a much nobler creature* In this 
manner he lived with his new mifti*efles the greatest part 
of a winter 5 and might ft ill have coiuimied in ihe lanie 
happy fituation, had he noc ruined himiclf by his own \ 
imprudence. 

Aurora had been dancing one night at a ridotta with 
her beloved peer; and retired late to her lodgings, with 

that vivacity in her looks, and IranfporL in her tlu-ur^ hts, 
which love and pleaiure always infpire. Aniniatea with 
delightful prefages of future happinefs, ibe fat hericlf 
down in a chair, to recoUefl the converfation tli&t had 
paflfed between them. Attei' this>-'flie went to bed, and 
refigned herfelf to the purclt^imbers. She flept longer 
than ufual the next morning j and it feemed i.s if fonie 
golden dream was pifturcd in her fancy j i'nr her cheek 
glowed withunufual beauty, and her voice fpontanecuily 
pronounced—* My lord, I am wholly yours I' ' Whsle 
her imagination was prefenting her with thefe delicious 

Ldeas 
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ideswy Uttle Pompey, who heard the founds and thought 
iheoverilept herielr, leaped upon the bed, and waked 

her with his barking. To be interrupted in ib critical 
a minute, while flu was dreaming ot her beloved peer, 
was an oiitence fhe knew not how' to pardon. Shedarted 
a moft enraged look at him, and relblved never to fee 
him any more ^ but difpofed of him that very morning to 
htr milliner, who attended her with a new head-drefs. 

Thus was he again removed to new lodgings,^ and 
condemned lo iuture adventures* 

CHAP. IV. 

Another long chapter of cbaraQers. 

' I 'HE fair jprlncefs of lace ai d ribands, who now took 
X pofleHlon of our hero, carri^ him home in her 
aiTnS) exti-emely well plealed at her preient. She quickly 
grew exceeding fond of him, as all his owners hsul been 
before her j and, to exprefs her love, ornamented his 
neck with a cambrick rulf. The fight of this happening 
to pleai'e ibme ladies of quality, who* came by accident 
to the Ihop, they relblved to imitate it : and from hence 
aroie t|;ie modem felhion of ladies wearing rufis ^about 
their necks* 

Three or tour days after lie was fettled in thele apart- 
ments, as he was rViiking and 1 porting one morning about 
the fliop, a young lady, who lodged in the houie, came 
down Ibirs, and accofted his miltrefs in the ibUowing 
terms. ' I want to fee fome ribbands, if you pleafe, 

* Madam, to match my blue gown j for Lady Bab 

* Fnghtful is to call upon mamma this evening, to carry 

* us to the play to fee Orthellor, Whoi*e of Venus; 

* which, they lay, is one of the fineft plays that ever 

* was afled." — < Yes, resll) , Mem, 'tis a veiy engag- 

* ing p-iy, to be iure!' replied the milliner. * Indeed, 

* 1 think it one c/f the mailer-pieces of theEnglifli Itage, 

* But ycu miltake a little, I fancy, Mifs, in the nam- 
' ingofit; for Shake! jpeare> I believe, wrote it Othello, 

* Mcor of Venice. Venice, Mem, is a famous town or 

* city, fomewhcrc cr other, where Othclio runs away 

< with 
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with a rich heii-efs in the fitght-time^ and mairies her 

* privately ati the fleet. By very odd luck. Tie was creat- 

* ed Lord High- Admiral that very night, and goes out 

< to fight the Tui'ksy and takes his wife along with him 

* to the wars ^ and there,- Mem, he grows jealous of 

< her» only becatife Aie happens to have loft a handkdr- 

* chief, which he gave her when he came a courting to 

* her. It was a muflin handkerchief, Mem, Spotted 

* with ftrawberries ; and, becaule flie caiVt find it, he 

* beats her in the moil unmerciful manner, and at Jail 

< finothers her between two feather-beds/— Does he 

* indeed!" cries the young Jady. ♦ Well, I hate a jea. 

* ious man of all things in nature! A jealous man is 
•* my pai ticuiar avedion 1 But, however, no matte * what 

* the piay is, vou know, Ma'am, ibwedo but fee itj 
' for the pleanire of a play is to fhew one^s felf in the . 

* boxes, and fee the company, and all that!— Yes, 

* Ma'am, this here is the fort of ribbands 1 want j only, 

* if you pleafe to let me fee fome of a paltr blue.* 
While the milliner was taking down ibme freih ban- 

boxeSf the young lady turning rotund, happened to fpy . 
Pompey in a comer of the (hop. ^ O heavens cries 
/lie, as foon as (he caft her eyes upon him, ^ what a 

* delightful little dog is there 1 — Pray, dear Mrs. Pin* 

* cufhion, do tell me how long you have been in poflcC- 

* iion of that charming little beauty ?' Mrs. Pincuihion 
rqplied, that he had been in her poflkffion about a week, 
and was given her by a lady of celebrated beauty, whom 
Ihe had tiie honoiir of ferving. * Well, ir I am not a- 

* mazed to think how fhe could part with him V cries 
the young lady. ^ Sure, Ma'am, ihe muit be a woman 

< oi no' manner of tafte in the worlds for I never faw 

* any thing fo charmingly handfome fince the hour I 

* was barn i Pray, dear Mrs. Pincufliion, what is hi* 

* name T ' 

Being in formed that he was called Pompey, ihe fnatch- 
ed him up in her arms, kiiled him with great tranfport, 
and poured forth the toUowirtg torrent of nonfenle upon 
him. * Oh you fvi^cet little Pom iK^y 1-^ You moft de- 

K * li^hiful 
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* lightful iittle Poiiipey ! — you dear heavenly jewel 

* you moft charming littk parroquet ! I will kifs yon, 

' you little beauty! — I will — I will — I'll kils yon, and 

* hug you, aiui kili you to death T Then turning again 
to the milliner — < Dear Mi'&. Pincuibion/ added ilie, 
< you muft give me leave to carry him up ftairs, tofliew 

* him to p;ipa and mamma ; for in all my days I never 

* beheld lb divine a creature!' Being now fei*ved with 
her blue ribbands, and havingr received the milliner"*s 
conicnt to her requell, (hetlew up itairs in all imaginable 
balle, with the dog in her arms. But betbiie* we relate 
the reception fhe met with, let us prepare the reader • 
wltli a fliort defcription of her parents. 

Sir Thomas P'rippery, the lather oFthis young lady, 
had fonneriy enjoyed a little poft in Queen Anne's couit, 
which entitled him to a knighthood in confequence of his 
office, though the falary ot it was very inconfiderable^ 
and by no means equal to the gi-andeur he affefled. On 
the dealli o[ the queen he loft his cmpioyineiit, and was 
obliged to retire into the country 3 wheie he gave nim- 
icU the airs of a miuiiler of Itate, fet up for an oracle of 
politics, and endeavoured to perliiade his counti'y ndgh^ 
hours that lie had been veiy intimate with LordOxford^ 
and very deep In the traniael ions of thole times. ' 
■ The fame ridiculous vanity purfued him through every 
aiticle ot his life : and through his eitate was known 
hardly to amount to three hundred pounds a year> he 
< laboured to make people believe that it exceeded as many 
thoufands. For this puipofe, whatever he was obliged 
Jo do out of fiiigalitv, 'ne was fure to put olf with a 
pretence of talte, and always difguiicd hisoecononiy un- 
der the mafque of taihion and the mode. For inftance^ 
when he laid down his* coach, he boafted every where 
flow much better! it waj^ to hire job-hories, as occafion 
required, than to run the hazard of accidents by keep- 
ing them j that coachmen were luch villainous rafcals, 
it wa{i impofllble to put any confidence in them j that 
going into diity (lables to oyerloojc their management) 
and tieading up tojone^s, knees in horfe-duog) was ex- 
tremely 
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trcmely dUkgreeable to people of iaihion : and therefore, 
for his pait^ iie had laid down his €oach to avoid die 

trouble and anxiety of keeping liorfes. 

When his country neighbours dined with him, whofe 
ignorance he thought he could impofe on, he would give 
them alder-wine» and fwenr it was hermitage^ caU a 
gammon of bacon a Bayonne ham, and put off the com- 

* moneft home-made cheeie for the bcft Panhafantbat ever 
came into England j which, he laid, had been lent hiin ' 

' as a piefent from a young uobkman of his acquaintance 
then on his travels. 

About once in three years he brought his wife and fa* 
mily to town, which ferved for matter of converfation to 
' them during the two in temnediate years that were fpent in 
the country 5 and they looked forward to the winter ot plea- 
fure with as much rapture and expeflation as the Rev. 
Mr. Wh— 'n> and fome other chriftians do to their ^ 
milienniura. * 

During the time of his refidence in London, Sir Tho- 
mas eveiy morning attended tiic levees of nunillers, tu 
beg the reftitution of his old place, or an appointment to 
a new one 3 which, he faid, he would receive with the 
ipoft grateful acknowledgments, and diichaige in any 
manner they flioiild pleafe to prefcribe. Ytt whether it 
was that his majefty's minlilers were infenfible of Jiis 

*' merits, or could find no place fuited to his abilities, the 
unhappy knight piofited little by his court-attendance, 
and might as well have faved himfelf the expence of a 
triennial journey to London. 

But thuugh thefe expeditions did not increafe his for- 
tune, they added much to his vanity ; and he returned 
into the country new-laden with ftoiies to amufe his ig- 
norant neiglibours. He talked of his old friend, my 
good lord, with the greateft familiarity, and related con« 

verfations that had palled at the Duke of 'stable, 

with as much clrcumiiance and particulaiity, as if he 
had been prefent at th^. 

The laft article of- vanity we fhall mention, were- his 
cloaths 5 which gives the iinilhing ftroke to bis charac* 

K a ter i 

; 

Digitized by Google 



11* pOmpey the little. 

teri for^he chofe ratha: to wear the rags of old Umarf f 
which had been made up in the reign of Queen Anne^ 

than to lubmit to plain cloaths of a modern make and 
fafhion. He fancied the poor people in his neighbour- 
hood were to be awed witli the fight of tarnifhed heei 
and wherever he went^ the gokUfringe fell from his per- 
ion (b plentiflillyi that you might at any time trace his 
footfteps by the relics of finery which he left behind him. 

Lady Frippery, his accompliflied fpoufe, did not fall 
fhort of her hulband in any o^ thefe perfections^ but ra- 
ther improved them with new graces of her own : for hav- 
ing beenibmething of a beauty in her yonth^ (he ftill re- 
tained all the Icornful airs, and languifliingdifdain, which 
flxehad formerly praftlfed to her dying lovers. 

They had one only daughter, who having been edu- 
cated ail her life at home under her parents, was now be- 
come a mafter-piece of folly, vanity, and impertinence^ 
She bad not one gellure or motion that was natural 5 her 
iiiouth never opened without Ibme ridiculous grimace ; 
her voice had learnt a tone and accent foreign to itfelf | 
her eyes fqulnted with endeavouring to look alluring 5 
and all hei* limbs were diftorted with aiFeCtation* ' Yet 
fhe fancied herfelf fo well-bred, genteel, and engaging, 
that it was impofTible for any man to look on her with- 
out admiration, and was always talking about tafte and' 
the mode. 

It happened now to be the London-Winter with thisr 
amiableifamily ; and they were a'owded into femtylodg**' 

ings on a milliner's firft floor, c#nfifting only of a dining- 
room, a bed-chamber, and a clolet. The dining-room 
was let apait for the reception of company, Sir Thomas 
and his lady took poiTeflion of the chamber^ and Mifs 
flept in a little tent-bed occalionally ftufied into the cio* 
fet. Such was the family to whom our hero was now 
to be introduced r 

There is nothing more droll and diverting than the 
morning-drefles of people, who, being exceedingly poorf 
and yet exceedingly proud, affeft to make a great ngur« 
with a very little fortune* The expcnce they are ai 

abroad^ 
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abroad, obliges them to double their trugality at home j; 
^nd as their cjitef happinels confifts in diipiaying them« 
lelves to the eye of the worldy confequently when they 
ai-e out of its eye, nothing is too dii ty or too ragged for 
them to wear. Now as nobody ever had the vanity of 
appearance more tiian tlie family we have been defcrib- 
ing, it will eafily be believed that in their own private 
apartments, behind the fcenes of the world, they did not 
appear to the greateft advantage* And indeed there 
was Ibmething io fmguiarly odd m the r drel's and em- 
ployments, at the moment our hero was prelentccl to 
them, that we cannot help endeavoui'mg to let their 
image before the reader* 

. Sir l^homas was fliaving himfelf before a looking glafs 

in his bed-chamber, habited in the rags of an old night 
gown, which about thirty years betore had been red 
damaik. All his face, and more than half his head, 
were covered with foap-lud$$ only on his crown hung a 
flimiy green filk night cap made in the ihape of a lugar- 
loaf. He liad on a very dirty night-lhiit, richly tinc- 
tured witli perfpiration, for he ha;l llept in it a lortniglit j 
and over this, a much dirtier nbbed dimity walltcoat, 
which had not viilttd the wafti-tub for a whole twelve- 
month paft. Tofiiufli his pifture, he wore on his feet 
a pair of darned blue fattn flippers, made out of the 
remnants oi one of his wife's old petticoats. 

So much for Sir Thomas. Clole by him fat his lady, 
combing her hoaiy locks before the fame lookmg-glals, 
and drelfcd in a fliort bed-gown, which hanlly reached 
down to her middle. A night-fhift, which likewile 
had almoft forgot the vvafliing tub, flirouded the hicsden 
birauties ot her perfon. She was without It lyb, wit*;out 
a hoop, without rufiles, and without any imcn abou: her 
neck, to hide thole redundant charmsi which age had a 
little embrowned. 

This was their drefs and attitude, when their daughter 
burlt in.o the room, and eaincrtly calkd upon t; em to 
admire the beauties of a lap dog. Her iiiddtn entrance 
alarming them with the expeilation or tome mighty mat- 
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ter, Sir Thomas, in turning haftily round, had the mi»* 
fortune to cut himfelf with his razor $ which putting him 
in a pafliony when he catne to know the ridiculous oc- 

cafion of all this hurry — * Pox take the girl,' cries he j 

* get away, child, and don't interrupt me with your 

* lap-dogs. I am in a hurry here to go to court this 
' morning) and you take up my time with filly tittle- 

* tattle about a lap-dog. Do you fee here, foolifli girl ? 
' You have made me cut myl'elf with your ridiculous 

* nonlcnie. Get aw;iy I tell you! What a figure do - 
^ you think I fhall make at the levees witli iuch a fear 

* upon my face?" 

* Bieis me papa V cries the young lady, ' I protcft I 

* am vaftly lorry for your misfortune, but I'm fure 

* you'll forgive, if you will but look on tliis delightful, 

* heavenly little jewel of a dog.' 

* D — mn your little jewel of adog,** replies the knight.^ . 

* pr'ythce ftand out of my way. I tell you I am in a 

* hurry to go to court, and therefore pr'ythee don't 

* trouble me with your whelps and your puppy-dogs.** 

* O monftrousl how can you call hUn fuch cruel 

* names ?' cries the daughter. * 1 am amazed at you, 

* papa, for your want of tafte/* How can any living 

* creature be fo utterly void of iajle, as not to admire 

* fuch a beautiful little monKey ? — Do, dear mannna [ 

* look at him. I am fare you muft admire him, though 

* papa is lb /lianieiuUy blind, and lb utterly^ void of all 

* manner of tafte.' 

* Why fure, my dear, yon are mad to-day/ replied 
the mother; * one would think you was abfolutcly fud- 

* died this morning. Talk' indeed I I declare you are 

* void of ail mcinner of underiianding» whatever your 

* tafte may be, to interrupt us thus, when you fee we 
' are both in a hurry to be dreft. Pr^ythee, girl ! learn 

* a iittlccLcency and good manners, before you pretend 

* to talk of ta(Vc/ 

1'he young iady being reprimanded thus on both fides, 
began to lo:,k extremely foclifh, when a fervant entered 
to inform them that Mr. Chace was in the dining-room% 

* Ay, 
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' Ay, ay, go/ cries Sir Thomas, * go and entertain 
^ him with your tafte, till I am able to wait on him t 

* ten Mr. Cmice I happen unfortunately to be drefling, 

< but I'll be with him in a moment of time.' 

Mifs Frippery, then, muttering Ibme little fcora, hu 
ried into the n^xt room with the dog in her arms, to Icc 
if (he could not perfuac^e hei* lover, (tor fohewas) to 
difcover more tafte than her parents* And here indeed 
(he had better fuccefs j for this gentleman, who was a 
great Iportfinan and fox- hunter, was conlequcntK a great 
connoiifeur in dogs j he was likewifc wiiat is called, ' a 

* very pretty young fellow about town/ and had a tafte 

lb exa£Uy oorrefpondent mththat of the lady, that it is , 
no wonder they agreed in the fame objefts of admiration. 
Here follows his charailcr. . 

Mr. Chace, ufually called Jack Chace among his in- 
timates, pofl'efled anertate of fifteen hundred pounds a 
year$ which was juft fuificient to fumtfh him with a va- 
riety of riding- frocks, jockey-boots, Khevenhuller-hats, 
and coach-whips. His gi-eat ambition was to be deemed 
a ' jemmy fellow j' for which purpofe, he appeared al- 
ways in the morning in a Newmarket frock, decorated 
with a great number of green, red or blue capes $ he 
wore a mort bob wig, neat buck*s-(kin breeches, white 
fi^k ftpckings, and carried a cane fwitch in his hauvl. 

kept a phaeton chaife, and four 'bay cattle:' a 
ftabk of hunters, and a pack of hound^ in the country. 
The reputation of being a coachman, and driving a itt 
of hories with flcill, or in his own phrafe, < doing his 

* bufinefs clean/ he efteemed the greateft charafter in 
human life, and thought himfelf feated on the very pin- 
nacle of glory, when he was mounted up in a high chaiie 
at a horfe-race. Newmarket had not a more a£live fpirit, 
where he was frequently his own jockey, and boafted al- 
ways as a fmgular accomplifliment, that he did not ride 
above eight itone and a half. Though he was a little 
man, and not very liealthy in his conftitutlon, he de- 
iired to be thought c^ble of the greateft fatigue, and 
Jtas always laying wagers of the vaft joumies he could 

pwifonn 

* t 
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perform in a day. He had !5ke\vife an ambition to be 

efteemcd a man of ccnfuinmate debauchee, and endeavour- 
ed to perfuade you, that he never went to bed without firit 
drinking tliree or four bottles ot claret, lying with as many 
wh— =-res, and knocking down as biany watchmen. In 
the mornings he attended Mr. Broughton^s amphithe- 
atre, and in the evenings, (if he was drunk in time, 
wliich indeed he fcldom failed to be) he came behind the 
Icenes of the phy-houlje, in the middle of the third aft, 
and there heroically expofed himfelf to the hifies of the 
galleries. Whenever he met you, he began conftahtly 
with delcribing his laft niglits debauch, oi* related the 
arrival of a new wh — re upon the town, or entei tained 
you with the exploits of his bay cattle ; and if you de- 
clined converfing with hi on on thelc three iilullrious fub^ 
jeils, he fwore you. was a fellow of no foul or genius^ 
and ever afterwards fluinned your company. Having a 
hunting feat in the neighbourhood of Sir Thomas Frip- 
pery, he often vifited in the family of that worthy knight, 
and at laft made propolals of maiTiage to the young lady j 
which were favourably enough received, as well by her 
as her parents : who, it muft be confefled, had a very 
laudabiti: regard for Mr. Cnacc's eftate. 

To this jemmy young gentleman, who wasnowfeated 
in Sir Thomas's dining-room, Mils Frippery came run- 
ning with Hie dog in her arms, and much fparkling con- 
verlation pafled between them, which perhaps might not 
be uncTitjrtaining, if we were able to reLite it j but as it 
turned wholly upon polite tafte in drefs, and the mode, 
we coniels» ouriUves unequal to ib difficult and delicate 
a talk. 

CHAP. V. 

A Jcjlri/ iio/z of a drum. 
"\ ^ JF. then pafs over this convericitlon In the 

V V morning, anci another of equal brilliancy in the 
evening at the play of « OthellorWiiore of Venus,' being 
in hafte to ddcribc an event, which engrofTed the atten* 
tion of this accompli/lied family for a foi tnight, and was 
naatur oi couvcruitiou to them for a year afterwards. 

Ludy 
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Lady Frippery, in imitation of other ladies of rank and 

quality, was ambitious of having a drum 5 though the 
fmallnefs of her lodgings might well have exculed her . 
from attempting that modifh piece of vanity. 

A drum t$ at prefent the higheft obje£l of female vain- 
glory ; the end whereof is to aflemble as large a mob of 
quality as can poflibly be contained in one houfe ; and 
great are the honours paid to that lady who can boaft of 
the largeft crowd. For this purpofe^ a woman of iUpe* 
rior rank calculates how many people all the moms in 
her houfe laid open can poffibly hold> and then fend9 
about two months before hand among the people, one 
knows, to belpeak fiich a number as flie thinks will fill 
them. Hence great emulations aiife among them, and 
the candidates for this honour fue as eagerly for vifitoxs^ 
as candidates' for parliament do for votes at an eleftion s 
for as it fometimes happens that two ladies pitch upon 
the fame evening for raifing a riot, it is ntccffary they 
ihoxild beat up in U^.t for volunteers j otherwiie they may 
chance to be defrauded of their numbers, and one of them 
lie under the ignominy of colle6Ung a mob of a hundred 
only, while the other has thehonourofaflemblingawell- 
dreffed rabble of three or four hundred ; which of courfe 
breaks the heart of that unfortunate lady, who comes off 
with this inunortal difgrace. 

Now as the aAions of. people of quality are fore of 
being copied, hence it comes to pafs that ladies of infe« 
rior rank, refolving to be in fafliion, take upon them 
likewife to have dnims in imitation of theii* fuperiors ; 
only there is this difference between the two orders, that 
the higher call nothing but a crowd a drum, whereas 
the lower often give that name to the commoneft par- 
ties, and for the fajce of honour call an ordinary vifit an 
aflembly. 

This was the cafe with Lady Frippery j her acquain- 
tance in town wras very fmall, and it feemed improba* 
ble that (he could affemble above a dozen people at mofl: ; 

without making any allowance for colds, head-achs> 
vapours, hytteric fits, fevers upon the Ipirits, and other 

female 
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female indlfpofitions; yet dill ilie refolved to have .a 
drum, and the young lady feconded hei* inainma*si incll« 
nations (b vehemently^ that Sir Thomas was obliged to 

comply. 

From the moment this great event was refolved on, 
all their coi^veri'ations turn^ upon it, and it was plea- 
iant to hear the fchemes and contrivances they liad about 
it. Their fij ft and principal care was to fecure Lady 
Bab Frightf ul, the chief of Luciy Frippei y'b acquain- 
tance, whole name was to give a luftre to tlie affembly; 
(jow Lady Bab being one ot the quality, it was poilible 
£he might have a previous engagement, unlefs ihe was 
taken in time ; and therefore a card was difpatch^ to 
her in the firft place, to befpeak her for fuch an evening ; 
and it was relblved, that if any crofs accident prevented 
her coming, new meafures Ihould be taken, and thedrum 
fliould be deferred till another night. Lady Bab return- 
ed for anfwer, that fte would wait on Lady Frippery, 
if her health permitted. This dubious kind of meflage 
puzzled them in the (Irangelt manner, and was worle 
than a denial j for without Lady Bab it was impoHible 
to proceed, without Lady Bab the adembly would make 
no figure $ and yet they were obliged to run the hazard 
of her not coming, in confequence of her anfwer«' Every 
day, tlmcfoi ej they ft-nt tu enquire after her health, and 
their hopes rofe or fell according to the word that was 
brought them J till on the day before the drum was to- 
be held, a mott calamitous piece of news arrived^ that 
Lady Bab was difabled by her furgeoHy who in cutting 
her toe-nail, hacf made an incifion in her flefli j yet ftill 
flic promifed to be willi them, if it ^luas polJlble for her to 
hobble abrocul. jSo language can defer ibe the dan^p whiciv 
this fatal mcfliige fti*uck into the vi^hole family j jbut they 
wereobliged to iubmit with patience, andasa giimpfeof 
hope ftill remained, thipy had nothing left but to put up 
their prayers for Lady Bab's recovery. 

At length the important evening arrived, that was to 
decide all their expe£tations and fears. Many canfulta* 
tions had been held every d^y, and almoft every hour of the 

day, 
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daff that things might be perte£l and in order, when 
the time came : yet, notwithftanding all their precau- 
tions, a dilpiite arole ahiioft at tiic kilt moment, <zuheiker 
Lady Frippery ^jas to receive her company at the top or 
bottom c(f the Jiairs ? 

This momentous qued ion begat a warm debate. Her la- 
dyihip and Mifs contended refblutely for the top of the 
ftairs, Sir Thomas for the bottom, and Mr. Chace, who 
was prelent, obfeiTed a neutrality. At lenj^th, after a long 
altercation, the knight was obliged to fubmit to a majo- 
rity of voices 5 though not without condemning his wife 
and daughter for want of politenefs, * My dear/ faid 
he, (taking a pinch of fnuff with* great vehemence) * I 

* am amazed that you can be guilty of iuch a rolcciliu 

* in breeding : it lurprifes me, that you are not (enfible 

* of tlie. impropriety of it. Will it not fliew much 

* greatei- refpeft and complaifancetomeet your company 

< at the bottom of the ftairs, than to ftand like an In* 

< dian queen receiving homage at the top of them — 

< Yes, my dear!' aniwcred her ladyHiip 5 * but you 

* know my territories do not commence till the top of 

< the ftairs ; our teriitories do not begin below Itairs 5 

< and it would be veiy improper for me to go out of my 

* own dominions. Don't you fee that, my dear ? I am 

* lurpriitd at your want of comprchcnficn to-day, Sir 

* Thomas.' — * Well, well, I have e^ivcn it up,* an- 
f^eredhc) * hsve your own way, child j have your own 

< way, my lady, and then you^ll be piealed, I hope. But 

* r am ftue, in my days, people would have met ^tXt 

* company at the bottom 6f the ftairs. When 1 and 
^ Lord Oxford were in the miniilry together, affairs would 

* have been very difik.'rent* But the age has loft all its 
^ civility, and people are not half fo well-bred as they 

* were fbiTnerlv*' 

1 his refie*l:tlon on modern times piqued the daughter's 
vanity, who now began to })lay her part in the debate. 

* Yes, papa,' laid Ihe j * but wh-it iignities what peo- 
^ pie did ibimerly ? That is nothin? at all to us at pre<i 

* fcnt, you know j for. to be Aire all people were fools 

* formerly ji 



IZO - POMP^y THE LITTLE. 

formerly : I always think people wei'e fools m fomntr 
days* They never did any thing as we do now-a- 

days, and therefore it (lands to realbn they were all 
fools and idiots. 'Tis vei*y manifeft they had no 
bre^rdingj and all the world mult allow, that the 
world never was fo wile^ and poUte» and lenfibley and 
clever^ as it is at this moment $ and^ for my part, I 
would not have lived in former days for ail the world. • 
Pugh r faid the knight, intcrrupthig her, ^ you are a 
little illiterate monkey ; you talk without book, jhild I 
the world is nothing to what it was in my days. Every 
thing is altered for the worfe. The women are not 
near fo handibme. None of you are comparable to 
your mothers.' — ' Nay, there,' faid Lady Frippery, 
nterpohng, * there, Sir Thomas, I entirely agree with 
you. There you have my conlent with all iry heart. 
To be fure, all the celebrated girls about town are 
mei*e dowdies, in comparifon of their mothers ; and if 
there could be a refurreftion of beauties, they would 
Ihine only like Briftol ftones in the company of dia- 
monds/ — ' Blefs me, mammal" cried the young lady, 
with the teai-s ftanding in her eyes, * how can you talk 
fo.^ There never were fo many fine women in the 
whole world, as there are now iii London; and *tis 
enough to make one buril out a crying, to hear you 
talk. — Come, Mr. Chace^ why don't you ftand up 
for us modem beauties ?* 
In the midft of this cofiver&tiony there w^s a viokat 
rtp at the fl:reet-door ; whereupon they all flew to the 
window, crying out eagerly — ^ There — there is Lady 
* Bab J I am lure 'tis Lady Bab 5 for I know her foot- 
' man's rap.* Yet, in fpite of this knowledge, Lady 
Bab did not arrive according to their hopes ; and it 
feemed as if her ladyfliip had laid a fcheme to keep them 
in fufpenfe ; for of all the people who compoled this illuf- 
trious allembly. Lady Bab came the laft. They took 
care, however, to inform the company from time to 
time, that (he was expe6led, by making the fame ob- 
iervation on the arrivsu'of every frcfli coach, and ftill 

perfifting. 
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per^iiig} that they knew her footinan's rap^ thotigtt 
tfaey had given fo many proofs to the contrary* At 

length > however, Lady Bab Frightfiil came; and it is 

impoflibk to exprels the joy they felt on hci appearance ; 
which revived them on a Hidden from the depth of def- 
pair to the higheii exaltation of happinefs. 

^ler lady (hip's great- toe cngroff^ the converfation 
for the firft honr, whofe misfortune was lamented ha 
very pathetic tenns by all the company, and many wife 
reflexions were made vipon the accident which had hap- 
pened ; fume condemning the ignorance^ and others the 
caireleilneis of the furgeon, who had been guilty of fuch 
a trefpafs on her ladyfliip's fleflu Someadvifed her 
to be very careful how ihe walked upon it ; others i*e* 
commended a larger flioe to her ladylliip ; and Lady 
i'lippery, in particular, continued the whole evening to 
proteit the vaft obligations ihe had to her, for favouring 
her with her company omdo: fuch ah af&iflion. But 
had I an hundred hands^ and as many pens, tt would 
be impofFir^le to defcribe the folly of that night j where- 
fore, begging the reader to lupply it by the help of his 
own iniagiuationy i proceed to other parts of this hif- 
tory, 

CHAP* VI. 

/;/ ^zvhich fen^eral things art toiukeJ upon, 
"T T^liEN this great affair was over, the marriage 
V f came next upon the carpet^ the celebration of 
which was fixed for Eafter week ; but Mr* Chace recol- 
}e£ling in time that it would interfane Mrhh Newmarket 
races, procured a reprieve till the week followingr At 
his ret urn liom thofe Olympic games, the nuptials were 
celebrated betore a general afl'embly of their relations^ 
and the happy couple were condu6led to bed in public> 
with great demonftrations of joy. The bridegi*oom 
took pofuffion of the bride, and Sir Thomas took pof- 
fcfiion of Mr. Chace's cliate. 

When they had fiiewn their new doaths a little in 
I^ndon, they fet out in a body for the countiy ; and in 
a few du}'s afterwards^ tlie lodgings on the iirft floor 

L wert 
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^pverc taken by a lady who parted undu' the fiflitious 
nasne of Mi*«« Caryl. The haliy manner in which flic 
made her agreement, infufed a luf{Mcioa into our iniili'^ 

ner from the very beginning ; and many circumftaticef 
foon concurred to })criuacic her, that her new iotlger was 
a witc eloped from her hu(band. f\)r befides tnat flic 
came into her lodgings late in the evening, flie fetmed to 
zSc& a privacy in all her aftione, which plainly evi« 
denced, that (he was afirsud of ibme discovery ; and this 
increafed our milliner's curiofity in proportion as the 
other feemed lefs inclined to gratify it. But an event 
foon happened to conlirm her conjefluies 3 for three 
days aftei' the lady's arrival, a chair ftopped at the door 
one evening near ten o^clock, from whence alighted a 
well-dreft man about forty years old, who wrapping him- 
felf up in a i cd-cloak, proceeded haftily up ftairs, as if 
^elirous to conceal hnnielf trom ol>lci*vation, Tliis ad- 
venture favoured fo ftrangly of intrigue, that It was no 
wonder otvr milliner contrived to meet him in the paflage^ 
to fatisfy her ou'iofity with a furvcy of his features 5 tor 
people, in whom that palFion predomijiaics, i>iU)i ilad 
the greatefi conlolation hem knowing the imalicil trifles. 
Pompey was Itill more inquifitive than his milhcls, aixl 
took courage to follow the gentleman into the dining- 
room, with a defive'y I I'uppoie, of hearing what pafled m 
fo fa fli ion able an interview. 

1 ht iady rofe from her chair to rtccive this man of 
fafliioiK who ialuted Her with, great complaiiance, and 
hoped ihe was plealed with her new apaitnnents. * Yes^* 

< my lord,^ aniwered Ihe^ ^ the people aie civilized peo* 

* pie enough, and I believe have noiufpicion about me. 

* But did they lee ycur lordflup come up Itairs ?** — 

* 'Pon my hongur, Mad:m,' laid the ptn r, * I can't 

* tell: there was a female figure glidvd by me in the 

* paiiage ^ but whether the creature made remai'k« or 

* not, 1 did not ftay to oblerve. Well, Madam, I lio}>e 

* now I may give ycu joy of ycui* ticape, and I 

< dare fay you will rind yourieii mi;ch iiappier than whciv 

* you wa^i under the ill ufagc of a tyrant you ddpiied/ 

The 



Digitized by Google 



POMPEY THE LITTLE. 1%^ 

The lady then related with great plealantiy, the man-* 
' tier of her efcape, and the dimculties that attended the 

execution of it 3 alter which ihe concluded with laying, 
— ' I wonder, my lord, what ray hulband is nowthink- 

* ing on — < Tiiinkmg on T anfwercd the peer, * that 

* he^s a iool and a blockhead, I hc^. Madam, and de* 

* ierves to be hanged for abufing the chafms of fo divine 

* a creature. Good God ! was it poflible for him to 

* harbour an i 11- nirured thought, while he had theplea- 
iiire oF looknifT on that angelic facer—* My lord,' 

faid the iady, * L know I have taken a very ill ilep in 

* the eve of the world ; but 1 have too much fpirit to 
' bear ill-uiage with patience: and let the confcquences 
^ be what they will, I a:ai determined to iubmit to 

* them, rather than be a Have to the ili-huraours of a 

* man I deipii'eJ, hated, and detefted/ — ' Forbear,' 
^ Madam/ laid his lordihip> * to think .of him i my 

* fbrtime, my intereft, my Iword, are all devoted to your 

* fervice, and I am ready to execute any conunaMd you 

* pleafe to in)poie upon me. But let us call a more a- 

* greeable topic of con veriation/ 
Soon after this a light but elegant fupper was placed 

upon the table, and the fervants were ordered to retire 5 
for there are certain ieaions wl"ven even the great defire 
to banifli ollentation. The abient hulband furniilieJ 
them with much raillery, and ihey piiluredtotheml'elves 
continually the furprife h^ woukl be in when firft he dif- 
covered his wife^s elopement j nor did thia man of gal- 
lantry and fafhion liniiii his amorous vilit till paft two 
o'^clock in the moi ning. As he was going down ftalrs> 
lie found himfeif again encountered by the barking of 
little Pon^pey, whom he fnatched up in his aims, and 
getting haftily into the chair, that Waited for him at tlie 
door, carried iiimoif with him to his own houfe- 

This accompH/hed perfon was Lord Marmazet, huf- 
hand to that lady who was lb familiar and intimate with 
the (harper at Bath. He was a man of conlurhmate &»• 
trigue, a moft fortunate adventui'er with the fair-lex» 
and had the reputation of uncommon fuccefs in bis k« 

L z mours. 
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mours* What made this fuccefs the more extraordinsupf 
wa8» that in perlbnal charms he had nothing to boali: of; 

nature had given him neither a face or figure to ftrike 
the eyes of women ; but thefe deficiencies were abun- 
dantly recompenfed by a moft happy turn of wit, a very- 
brilliant imaginatiottf and extenuve buowledge of thie 
MPorld. He had the moft iniinuatmg manner of addrefs^ 
the readlell flow of language, and a certain art of laugh- 
ing women out of their virtue which few could imitate. 
It was indeed fcarce poilibleto withlland the allurements 
of his converfation : and what is odd enough^ the num- 
ber of affairs he had been concerned in were fo far from 
fiightening ladies from his acquaintance, that, on the 
contrary, it was faftiionahle and modilh to cultivate nn 
intimacy with him. They knew the danger of putting 
themieives in his way^ and yet were ambitious ot giving 
him oppoitunities. 

The lady we have juft now feen with hiin, had been 
his neighbour in the country; a very handfome woman 
\inder the tyranny of an ill.jiatured hufbaiid. This his 
lord (hip knew; and concluding that her averfion to her 
huiband would make her anealy prey to heriover> wateh- 
<sd every oppdrtunity of being alone with her. In thefe 
ftolen interviews he employed all his eloquence to feduce 
her, and won upon her lb much by his flattering repre- 
fentation of things, that at length flie courageoufly elop- 
ed from her tyrant, and put herfelf into private lodgings 
under the protection of his lordfhip. The reader need- 
not be told that this ended in the utter ruin of the lady, 
who finding her reputation loft, and her pafTionate lover 
foon growing indilFerent, took reftige in citron waters^ 
and, by the help of thofe cordial lenitives of forrowj fi)oit 
l^ade adieu to the world and all its cares* 

CHAP. VII. 

Matrimonial ajtmjements. 

WHEN our hero waked the next morning, and found 
himfelf in new apartments, the firft thing he did 
was to pifs on a pair of velvet breeches which lay in a 

chair 
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chair by his lordftiip's bed-fide j after which, the door 
being openy he travelled forth, and performed a much 
more (liij eputable a£lion on 9 rich Turkey cai*pet in my 
lady's dining-room. Having thus taken polleffion. of 

his new liouic by thck two i.fts 6i fajin^ he returned to 
thw bcdlKie, and repokd himftli" agam to lleep till his 
lord flioukl pkaie to be liirring. 

About ten o'clock Lord Mam^azet raifed hlmfclf up 
in his bed, and rang his bell for lervaTits to alfift him in' 
the fatigue of putdng on his deaths. 7'hc valet in 
chief irnincdiutcly attended, undjcw the curtains, and 
rtjfpefiiully inquirtdJiis maftcr's pleaiuic In anfwer 
to which his JordHiip iignifying that lie would get, up, 
Guillaume folded his Itockings, plac4!d his Hippers by 
the bedfide, and was going to prcient him with his bree- 
ches, when lul the crime our n^ro had been guilty of 
ItJied hini lull in the tace, ami o;ave iuch ;ai air of fur- 
prUe to bis features^ that his Icr llhip could not helpaik- 
ing what was' the matter* Guiilaume then related the 
mtfdemeanor, at which his mafter was fo far from being 
angiy, tiuit he only iaugiied at tlie aftunWhment of his 
vaJet, and ciiUing the ilog upon the bed, careifed him 
with as much tenderneis as if he ha i perionncd tiie rnoit 
meritorious a£lion in cbe world* Tiicn turning again 
to his lervant — ^ What does tiie bcoby ftarc lat,' cries 
he^ * with fuch amazeinent ? I wilh to G — d tiir tiog 

* had pllied in thy-niouth. Pr'ylhee get a treih pair of 

< bretchcs, and let me rile— or am 1 to lie a- bed till 

< midnight V 

As loon as he was drefled in his^' mommg difhabille, 
fce went down flairs to breakfait : in w!;;^!] uur licro 
In re him company, and had the honour of eating roll and 
hutttT m great inagiiificence. When breaktali wuo over, 
he reco!h6Ud that it might now be time to fend up com- 
pliments to his laily, which he ginicrallypcrfoiraed eveiy 
n u/ming: and imagining that flic would not be dilpleai- 
eil with the preferit of io pretty a dog — ' Here Guil- 

* laur^u-,' laia he, * take tnis litde dog and carry him 

< up iiaira toujour lady. My compUmcnts, and defue 

L 3 « to 
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* to know iiow her ladyfliip does this morning* Tell 

* her I found him — ^pox take him, I don't know where 

* I found him ! but he is a pretty little fellow, and I 

* am fore flie muft be pleated with him.' 

Though tlie reader rauit from hence conclude that 
Lord and Lady Marmazet repofed themfelves in difFe- • 
rent beds at night, he will not, I imagine, be furprifcd 
at fuch a circimiftance in this accomplifhed and fafliio- 
nable ag^. Her ladyfliip was a woman of great wit, 
plealure, and amour, as well as her hulband, only with 
a little more rei'erve and caution, to lave appearances 
with the world. Her familiarity with a ftiaiper at 
Bath, may have already given the reader fome little 
Iketch of.her character 3' and, for the reft it will be only 
ncceflary to inform him that flie had ipent the greateft 
part of her life in St. James's parifli. Her hufbaud had 
married her without the temptation of love, becaiUe ihe 
was a rich heirelii to a noble family ; and fhe hail con- 
tented to the match with an equal indifference, only be- 
caufe it preierved her rank and llation in the world. In 
conlequence, they foon grew totally unconcerned about 
eachother 5 butthen, being both of ealy cheerful tempers, 
their indifferencedid not four into hat red ; on the contra- 
ry, tl*ey made ita topic of wit, wh^n they met, to rally one 
another on their mutual amours. Thefe meetings, indent?, 
were not very frequent, once or twice a week, perhaps, 
at dinner, at which times they behaved with theutmoil 
politenefs and cbmplaifance j or, if they rallied, it wh« ' 
done with fo much gaiety and good-humour, thac they 
only parted with the greater fpirits to their cvc-if ntr 
muitments. In fliort, his lordfhippurfued his pkailirv^ 
without any domeltic expeftulaticns ; and her ladvfliip,* 
in return, was permitted to live in allrefpefts, as Juve^ 
nal expiefles it, tanqiinm ^oichia Tuariti^ more like her 
ktfband's neighbour th.an his wife. 

Her ladyfhip was juft now awake, and taking Im* 
morning tea in bed, when Guillaume afcended the itati-$, 
and knocked at her chamber-dcor. The waiting- t;e.n. 
tJcwoman being ordered out to Icc who ii was, < cu.i ncd ' 

hnmcdiuuiy 
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immediately to the bed-fide with a dog in her arms, and 
delivered the mefl'age that accompanied him« 'As her 
ladyfliip had never in her lite diicovered any foridnefs 

for thele four- tooted animals, (he could not conceive the 
meaning of fuch a preitnt, and, with ibme dildain in 
her countenance, ordered the icllow to cany back his 
puppies again to his mailer. But when the fervant was 
gone down ftairs, bethinking herfelf that there might 
be fome joke in it which (lie did not perceive, and re- 
folving not to be out-done by her hulband in wit, flie 
alkert her maid eagerly if there was any fuch thing as a 
cat in the houfe. ^ A cat^ my lady!* cries the wait- 
ing.grentlewoman : * yes, my lady, I believe there is 
fuch a thing to be found.'-—* Well, then,' faid her 
ladyfliip, * go and catch it direftly, and carry it with 
my compliments to his lordfiiip. Let him know I am 
infinitely obliged to hiin for his preient, and have fent 
him a cat in return for his dog.* 
The maid fimpered without cltcring to ftir, as not 
ndeed conceiving her miftrefs to be in earneil j but hav- 
ng the orders repeated to iier^ .ilie fet out immediately 
0 fulfil them. After much laughter below ftairs among 
he lervants, a cat at length was catched, and the wait- 
ng-maid went with it in iier anus to his lorulliip's di'ef- 
ing-room. Having rapped at the door and being or- 
dered to enter» with a face half bluiliing aud half linil- 
ngf flie delivered her meflage in the following terms. 
My lady defires her compliments to your lordlhip, and 
begs the favour of you to accept of in return for 
your dog.* After which, dropping the grave moufer 
cn the floor, ihe was preparing to iiin away with all 
ha(le, being ready to burft with laughter $ but his lord- 
fhip, who was no lefs diverted, csdled her back, and 
having entertained himfelfwith many jokes on the occa- 
ficn, lent her up Itairs'with a frefti luciTage to her mli- 
irel's. Tlvs was immediately returned on the pait ot 
bcfr ladyfii^pt and many little pieces of raillery were car- 
ried backwards and tbtvrards, which perhaps might not 
be uuent»'taining $ but as we are fenilblc with what 

contempt 
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contempt thefe little incidents will be received by the 
readeri if be happens to be a judge> a politician^ or aa 
alderman^ we (hall dwell no longer on theoi^ and bu6 
put an end to the chapter. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Defcribing the mferies of a garreteer poet. 

NOT long after this, as Lord Marmazct was fitting 
hi his ftudy, reading Tome paptrs of ftatcj wich 
our hero under his chair, Gulllaume entered the room* 

and inibimcJ him that Mr. Rhymer liie poet was below. 

* Curfe Mr. Rhymer tlie pcet, and you too, tor aa 

* egregious- blockhead !' cries his lorcUhip, ' Why th« 

* devil did you let the fellow in ? Tell him his laic po- 

* litical pamphlet Is execrable nonfenfe^ and xaninteiligi- 

* bie jargon, and I am not at leilurc to fee him this 

* morning.'' — * My lord/ replied the valet, ^ he begged 
< me to prefent,his huinble duty to your lordihlp, and 
^ lo inform yoU) iKat a fmall gratuity would be vciy 

* acceptable at prefent ; ibr it leems> his wife is ready 

* to lie-in, and tie lays he has not hxpcnce lo defray tli^ 

* expences oF her groaning.' — ' How!' criei his lc>id- 
/hip, * has that fellow the impudence lo b<;gtl chd^ 
^ dren? Thedog^etends to be liarvingt and yet har 

* the affurance to deal in procreation. — P^-'ythec, GuiU 

* laum'e, what fort of a woman is his wife? Haveycu 

* ever fcen her — * Yes, my ioul/- anlwcrtd the trully 
vaiet, * I have had the honour oi iceir.g the lady j but I 

* am afraid (he would h^ve no great ttmptatlor.s tor 
^ your lordihip 5 for the poor gentlewoman has the iuls- 

* fortune to fcjuint a little, which does not give a vci y 

* bewitching air to her ccununance j befiJcs sv'ucii, 

* ftie has the accomplifliment ot i cd ha.r into tlie bar- 
*. gain.' — * Weil, then/ cries the peer, ^ turn the hound 
\, cut of doors, and bid him go to devil. Pcx take 

* him f if he had a handllme wife I might be tempi td 

* to ciiCv:urage him a liitlej but how can he e>:pt4l:"t n.y 
^ f'uTcr.ri; without doing any thing to deitrvc ihcin — 

* Xkeu your lordlhip wca'[ be pLiafcd to fcrJi him a 

* * Ihtall 
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* finail acknowledgment/ faid tlie valet dc chambre.— ^ 

* No/ replied the peer/ have no money to fling 

* away on poets and hackney writers 5 let the fellow eat 

* his own woiks, if he is hungry. — Hold! — ftay! — I 
< have thought better of it— Here Guillaume,' take thia 

* little dogy iince my wife won't have hini» suid cany 

* him to the poet. My fervice to the gentleman, and 

* delire him to keep him for my fake/ 

Guillaume was a man of I'ome little humour, which ' 
had promoted him to the dignity of firft punp in ordi- 
nary to his lord/hip, and perceiving that his mafter had 
a mind to divert himfelf this morning with the miferies 
of an unhappy poet, he refolved that the joke fliould not 
be loll: in pafting through his hands. Taking the dog 
tlierefore from his lordihip, he made hade down ftairs^ 
and accofted the expe^ing bard in the following manner* 

* Sir, his lordfliip is very bufy this morning, and not 

* at leifure to fee you 5 but he fpeaks very kindly of you, 

* and begs you would do him the favour to accept of this 
« beautiful little Bologna lap-dog/—* Accept of a lap* 
« dog I' cried the poet with aftoniifament; ^blefsme! 
^ what is the matter? Surely there muft be fome mif^ 

* take, Mr, Guillaume ! lor I cannot readily conceive of 

* what ufe a Bologna lap-dog can be to me/ — *Sir/ re- 
plied the valet de chambre, * you may depend upon it 

* bis lordihip had fome reafon fctr making you this pre- 
^ fent, which it does not become us toguel* at»* * No,* 
feid the bard, * I would not prcfunie to dive into his 

lordfhip's councils 5 but rtrally now, Mr. Guillaume, 
a few guineas in preient cafli would be rather moi*e 
fenriceabl^ than this Bologna lap-dog, and more' com- 
fortable to my poor wife and children.* — * Sir,' faid 
the valet, * you muft not diftrurt his lordfhip's gene- 
rofity; great ftatefmen, Mr. Rhymer, always do things 
in a different manner from the reft of the world : there 
18 ufually fomething a little myfterious in their con- 
duft : but afliire yourfclf. Sir, this dog will be the • 
forerunner of a handfome annuity, and it woiild be 
th? greateft aftVont imaginable not to receive himv— « 

« You 
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? You muft never refuie any thing which the great ef- 

* teein a favoui*, Mr. Rhymer, on any account; even 

* though it (hould involve you and your family in cver- 

* lafting ruin. His ioidihip delired that you would 

* keep the dog for his fake, Sir ; ;uid therefore you may 

* be iuie he has a particular regard for you, when iie 

* fends you fuch a meinoriai of his affe£lion.* 

The unhappy poet, finding he could extort nothing 
from the unfeeling hands of his patron, was obliged to 
retire with the dog under his arm, and climbed up in 
a diiconfolate mood to his garrety where he foui>d \x\b 
virile cooking the fcrag end of a neck of mutton tor din- 
fler* The manltons of this ion of Apollo weie very con^ 
traiiled, and one would have thought it impoflible ibr 
one fmgle room to have ferved fo many domelUc pui po- 
les § but good houfcwifery finds* no difficulties, and pe- 
nui'y has a thoufand inventions which zxt unknown u> 
eafe and wealth. In one comer Qf tbei'e poetical apart- 
ments ftood a flock-bed, and underneath it a green jor^ 
dan prefcnted itl'elf to the eye, which had colledecl tiic 
nofturnal urine of the whole iauiily, confiding of Mr* 
RhymeT) his wife, and two daughters, Thi^ee rottea 
chairs and a half leeined to ftand like traps in vai ious 
. parts of the room, threatening downfals to unwary lh*anr 
gers y and one Iblitary table in the middle of this -dc* ial 
garret, lerved to held the different treafures of the whole 
iamily. There were now lyuig upon it the hrti acl of «i 
comedy, a pair of yellow ftays, two political pamphletst 
aplateof bread ana butter, three dirty night -caps, and 
a volume of mifcellany poems. The lady of the houlc 
was drowning a neck oi mutton, as we before obltrvcd, 
in meagre ibup, and die two daughters fat in the win« 
dow mending their father*s brown flock In gs with blue 
worfted. Such were the manfions of Mr. Rhymer the 
poet, which I heartily recommend to the repeated pei*u- 
lal of thofe unhappy gentlemen who teel in tlicmlelves a 
growing inclinatioji to tliat miichievous, daauublc, and 
4ieftru£live iicience. 

As ibon as Mr» Khymer entei*ed the chamber, hit 

wile 
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vnk delerted her cookery to inquire the iuccefs of his vi- 
fit. on which the comforts of her lying-in fo much de- 
pended: and feeing a dog under her hufband's arm — • 
^ £ler« me, my dearP iaidibe^ ' why do you bring 

* home that filthy creature to eat up our victuals? 
< Thank heaven, we iiave got more mouths already than 

* we can fa^isfy, and I am fure we want no addition to 

* our family.' — ^ Why, my dear/ anl'weitd the poet, 
' his lordihipdid me the favour to prefent me this mom- 
^ ing with this beautiftil little Bologna lap-dog.*— 
^ Pi*efent you with a lap-dog !^ cried the wife» interrupt* 
jng him, * what is it you mean, Mr. Rhymer F — But, 

* however, I am glad his lordlhip was in fo bountiful a 

* humour, for 1 am fure then he has given you a purle 
' of guineas to maintain the dog. Well, I vow it wasr 

* a ver)' genteel way of making a preient, and I (hall 

* love the little fool for his mafter^s fake. Gitat men 

* do things with to mucii addrcfs alwaj's, that one is 

* tranl'ported as much with their politenefs as their ge- 

* nerohty.' Here the unhappy bard fliook bis head, and 
Iboii undeceived his wiie^ by informing her of all that, 
had palled in his morning's vifit. ' How T faid fhe> <no 

* money with tlie dog ? IVfr. R/jyf;ier, I am amazed that 

* you would fubmit to fuch ulage. Don't you lee that 
« they make a fool, and an afs, and-a laughing-ltock of 

* you ? I'll have his brains daihed out this moment \ 
« Mr. Rbjmefi if you had kept on your tallow- chand* 

* ki i> (hop, I and mine fliould have had wherewithal to 

* live : but you muil court the draggle-tail mufes for- 
« footh, and a line provifion they have maje for you I 

* —Here I expe£l to be brought to bed evei7 day, and 

* you have not money to buy pap ai;id candle. — O curie 

* your lords and your political pamphlets I I am fure 

* I have rtnl'on to repent the day that ever I married a 

* poet.' — ' Madam,' faid Rhymer, exafperated at his 
wile's €Qnveriation> * you ought rather to blefs the day 

* that married you to a gentleman wbofe foul defpii'es 

* mtc'iiinical tra 'es, and is devoted to the nobleft fci- 

* cno; in tae_uii>\ci:l. Poetry, Madman, like virtue. 
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* is its own reward ; but you have a vulgar notioii of 

* things, you have an illibiieral attachment to money $ 

* and had rather be frying grcal'e in a tallow-chandler's 

* fliop, than liftening to the divine rhapibdies of the 
^ Heliconian m^ds. 'Tis true. Madam, bis iordihip 

< has not recompenied my labours according to expec-* 
^ tation this moming : but what, of that ? he bid me 
^ proceed in the execution of my defign 5 and lindoubt«> 

* edly means to reward me. Lords are often deiiitute 

* of caih as well as poets: and peihaps I came upon 
f him*a little unieaibnably, wlien hiscotfers were empty s 

* but I aufpiciate great things from his prefentofa 
^ dog — A dog, Madam, is the emblem of fidelity.*™ 

* The emblem of a fiddle-ftick T cried his wife, inter- . 
i*uptiag him^ * I tell you, Mr. Rhymer, you are a 

« tool, and have mined your family by your ienieleis 

< whims and projeSs. A gentleman, quotha I Yes, 

* forlboth, a very fine gentleman truly, tliat has hardly 

* a Ihirt to his back, or a pair of flioes to his feet.-— 
^ Look at your daughters there in the window, and 
^ fee whether they look like gentleman's daughters 5 and> 

* for my part, I have not an under-petticoat that I can 

* wear. You have had three plays damned, Mr. Rhy«» 

* mer 5 and one wo\ild think that might have taught 

* you a little prudence j but, deuce ietch me, if you 

* fhall write any more ; for I II burn all this nonlenic 
^ that lies upon the table.' So faying, (he flew like a 
Bacchanal tury at his works, and with fiva^ hands 
was going to commit them to the flames, had (lie not- 
been interrupted by her hulband's voice, crying out 
with impatience — ' See, lee, fee, my dcai* i the pot 
^ boils over, and the broth is all running away into the 
' fire V This luckily put an end to their altercation, 
and poftponed the lacrifice that was going to be made ; 
they then fat down to dinner without a table-cloth, and 
made a wretched meal, envying one another every mor- 
lei tliat efcaped their own mouths. And *tis highly 
probable poor Pom pey would foon have fallen aiiicrifice 
to hungv-r, and been ia ved up at Mr» Rhymer's poeti- 
cal 
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cal ta^ltp had not an accident lockily happened, to re- 
lieve him from this fcene of mifery, Iquallidne&t and 
poely. ^ 

CHAP. iX. 

A poetical ftio/i, and fquahhle of authors. 

AFTER dinner was ovei*, Mr. Rhymer fat himlelf 
, down to an epic poem, which was then on the an- 
vil 5 and his head not being cloiuied with any fumes of 
indigeftion^ he worked at it veiy laborioully till eight or 
' nine o'clock in the evening. Then he took his hat, and 
went out to meet a club of autboi*8| who aflembled every 
Monday night at a little dirty dog-hole ot a tavern in 
Shire-Lane, to eat tripe, drink porter, and pals their 
judgments on the books of the preceding week. Pom«- 

S)ey waited on his mafter; for as Mrs. Rhymer had refo- 
utely Vowed his deltniAtoni the good-natiuxd bard did 
not chufe to leave him at her mercy. 

On their arrival in the club-room, they found there 
aflembled a free-thinking writer of moral cflays, a no- 
thinking fcrlbbler of magazines, a Scotch trandator of 
Greek and Latin authors, a Grub-ftreet bookfelier^ and 
a Fleet parfbn. Thelewoithy gentlemen immediately . 
furrounded Mr. Rhymer with great vociferation, and 
began to curfe him for (laying lb long, declaring It 
V^ould be entirely his fault it the tripe was fpoiled, which 
they very much feai^d. To prevent which, however, 
they now ordered it to be ferved up with all poflible' cx- 
pedition, and on its appearance fell to work with the 
quickeft dil'patch/ The reader will believe that little or 
no converlation pafl'ed among them at table, their mouths 
being much too bufily employed to have any leifure for 
difcour/e ; but when the tripe was quite ccnfumed, and 
innumerable flices of toafted cheefe at the end of it, they 
thenbeg*an to exercil'e their tongues as readily as they had 
before done their teeth* 

By odd luck, eveiyoneof tliefe great advancers of 
modem literature happened to have a dog attending htm \ 
^das thegeutkmen drew round the fire after fupper in 

M a ring 
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a nng, the dogs likcwife made an Interior femlch'cif , 
fitting betweeo the legs of tlieir reipedtivemafters. This 
could not efcape the oblervation of the company, and 

many trite rcflt^ilions began to be made on their fidciity, 
tlicir atlachnient to man, and above all, on the felicity 
ot the r coadltion j tor a dog fleeping before a fii*e, is by 
all people efteemed an emblem of complete happlnefs* 
At length they ftruck into a higher converfatfon* ' Oen- 

* tiemeni' fays the free-thmlcer, * I fliould be glad to 

* hear vour i'entiments concerning: reaibn and inftincl. 

* I have a curious treatik now by me, which 1 dcuga 

* very loon to ailonifli the world v. ith. 'Tis upon a 
^ fubje£l perfe£lly new, and thofe dogs there put me in 

* the head of it. The clergy I know will be up inarms 

* againllme, but no mattery Til publifli my opinion in 

* ipiteof all the priefts in Europe/ 

Here the Fleet parion, thinking himfelf concerned^ 
took his pipe from his mouth with gieat deliberation^ 
and faid— I don^t know what your opinions may be, 

* but I liope you don't defign to publifli any thing to 

* the difae^vanraiye oi that iacrtd order to which I belong: : 
' if you do, Sir, I believe you will iind pens enough 

* ready to anfwer you.' 

* Yes, Sir, nodoubtl fhall,^ replied the free-thinker ; 

* and who cares for that ? Perhaps you. Sir, may do me 

* the honour to be my antagonill : but I defy you all ; 

* I defy the whole body of the priciihood. Sir, I love 
^ to advance a paradox i I love a paradox at my hearty 

* Sir; and I'll fiicw you fome fport very (bortly/ 

* What do you mean by fport, Sir?* cries thedo6lor« 

* If you write as you taiic, I hope you'll be fcL intlie 

* pillory for your fport.* 

* You are blotxly complaifant, Sir,' returned the free- 
thinker $ but I'd have you to know we are not come to 

* fuch a pafs yet in this country, as to perfecute people 

* for fearchln?^ after truth. You prieU s, I know, would 
^ be crl.icl to keen us all in ic:norance ; bat the ape won't 

* be priclt ridticn any longer. There is a noble i'puit 
' and & eedom of in<}uiry now fubliliing in the nation | 
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• * people are determined to canvais things freely » and go 

< to tlie (jpttoni^f all fubje£ls, without regarding bale 

* prejudices of education. The fliops abound with a 

* number of fine trea tiles vvrittLn every day againft i'e- 

* ligion, to the lipnour and glory ot the nation.* 

' To it^s fliame and damnation luther," cries the Fleet 
parfon. < But what is your paradox. Sir 

< Why this is my paradox, Sii-,' replied the free- 
thinker : ^ I undertake to prove that brutes think, and 

* have intellectual faculties. That perhaps you^ll lay is 

* no novelty, becauie many others have alierted tiieiame 

* thing before me ; but I g3 faither, Sir 5 and maintain 

< that they are reafonable creatures, and moral agents»* 

* And I will maintain that they are mere machuiLS,* 
cries the parlbn, * againft you, and all the athcifts in the 

* world. Sir, you may be aftiamed to proftitute the 
' noble fsiculty ot realbn to the beaits ot the field 

. Don^t tell me of reafon,* laid the free-thinker 3 ^ I 
' don^t caie one halfpenny for realbn* What is reafon, 
« Sir?' 

* What is reafon, SirV refumed thedoftorj * why 

* reafon. Sir, is a moft noble faculty of the ibul, the 
^ noblett gf all the faculties. It dilcems and abftra£ls« 
' and compares and compounds, and all that.' 

* And roafts eggs too, does it not ? you forget one of 

* its noble faculties," cries the other : ^ but I will main- 
^ tain that brutes are capable of realbn, and they have 
^ given maaiieit proofs of it. Did you never hear of 

< Mr* Locke's parrot, Sir, that held a very rational 

* converiation with prince Maurice for half an hour to- 

* gether? What fay vou to that, §ir?' 

* By my taitli, gentlemen," laid the Scotch tranflator^ 
interrupting them, * upon my word you are got here 
^ iilto a very deep myfteriou» queftion, which I do not 
' very well underlland what to make of 5 but by my 
^ faith I have always thoug;ht brutes to have fomcthing 

* particular in the intellectual faculties of their fouls, 

* ever fince I i-ead what d'ye-cail um there— The Ro-« 

* man biftorian | for why ? you know he tells us how the 
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' ge^ie difcovered to the Romans that the Gauls were 
^ coining to plunder the CapltoL Now^ bymy&ul> 
< they muft have been a d«— mn'd fenfible flock of gede, 

* and very great lovers of their country too, which let 
' me tell you is the greatelt virtue under heaven. Be- 
^ fides, doth not Horner teach us, that Uiyi&ft's dog 

* Argus knew his old mafter at his return home^ after 

* he had been abfent ten or twelve years at the iiege of 

* Troy ? Now, by Jove, he was a plaguy cunning dog, 

* and had a devilifti good memory, othervvile he could 

* not have remembered his old chrony fo long.* 
Before the Scotchman had iiniflied his fi^eech, the two 

other difputants, whofe fpirits were kindled with con- 
troverfy, refumcd their argument, and fell upon one ano- 
ther as^ain with lb much impetuofity, that no voices could 
be heard but their own. The fcene which now enfued 
confided chiefly of noife andfcolding, equal to any thing 
that pafles among the oratoi*8 at Robin Hood's ale-houfe« 
In ftiorty thei*e was not a fcurrilous term in the Engliih 
language, which was not vented on this occafion ; till 
at length, the Fleet parfon, heated with rage and beer, 
flung his pipe at his antagonifl:, and was proceeding t6 
blows^ had he not been retrained by the reft of the com- 
pany. The feftivity of thc^ evening being by this means 
deftroyed, the club foon afterwards broke up, and the 
fcveral members of it retired to their feveral garrets. 

As Mr. Rhymer was walking l>omeinapenfivemood, 
wrapped up in contemplation on the ftars ot heaven, and 
perhaps forgetting for a few moments that he had but 
three-pence halfpenny in his pocket, two young gentle- 
men of the town, who were upon the hunt after amorous 
game, followed clofe at his heels. They quickly fmoaked 
him for a queer flfh, as the phrafe is, and began to hope 
for fome diveriion at his expence* The moon now iflione 
very bright ; and Mr. Rhymer, whofe eyes were fixed 
with rapture on that glorious luminary, began to apof. 
trophizc lui in lome poetical ftrains from Milton, which 
he repeated with great emphafis aloud. In the midit of 
tbiS| the two gentlemen broke opt into a profufe fit of 

laughter. 
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laughter, at which the bard turned round in (urprife ; 
but foon recovering himfelf, he cafl: a moft contemptuous 

look at them for their ignoi ance and want of talte. How^ 
ever, as the chain of ideas in his mind was by this means 
dlftiuhed, he thought it moft adviieable to mnkethe beft 
of his way home, and for that purpofe called Pompey to 
follow him. Pompey indeed made many eiforts, and 
fcemed defirous to obey; but In vain the poet called, in 
vain the dog endeavoured to follow ; and it was a long ' 
while before Mr* Rhymer, wlioic tlioughts were a little 
muddled with contemplation and porter, found out tha& 
the two gentlemen had tied a handkerchief round his neck. 
Hethen flopped todemand his property, but finding him- 
felf pretty roughly handled, he began to think his own 
perfon in danger. Taking to bis heels, therefore, he ran 
awav with the utmoft precipitation, and left his dog be-^ 
hina him ; who on his part wa3 not at all forry to de- 
livered from fuch a mafter. 

CHAP. X. 

Our hero goes to the uni'-jcrjlty of Cambridge. 

FROM the ftreet, where this fray happened, our hero 
was introduced to a bagnio, where the two young 

gentlemen, his new maftcrs, Ipent their night in the de- 
- liofhts of love : and the next niornini^ he fet out wicll one 
ot them lor the univerfity of Cambridge. 

The young Cantab, who now took poilelFion of him, 
had come np to £ondon upon a Icheme, as it is called, 
to treat hinifelf with a mafquerade and other diverilons 
of the towii : for being a geniemanoi a lively, entei'priz- 
ing temper, he could not brook the dull reltraints of a 
collegiate lite, and feldom relided there above thi*ee or 
four days at a time. 

He had received the firft part of his education at Weft- 
minfter Ichool, where he had acquired what is uiuaJy 
called ' a very pretty knowledge of the townj' that is to- 
iky, had been introduced, at tne age of thirteen, into the 
. moft notetl bagnios, was acquainted with the molt cele- 
brated women of plealure, and could drink hi^ two bot* 
* M 3 tbs» 
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tics of olaret in an evening, without being greatly dit 

ordered in his undcrftandinor. At the age of Seventeen, it 
was judged proper for him, merely out of falbion, and 
to be like other young gentlemen of his acquaintance, to 
take lodgings at an univcrfity j whither he went with a 
hearty contempt for the place, and a detemuned rdblu- 
tion never to receive any profit from it. 

He had been admitted under a tutor, who knew no 
more of the world than if he had been bred uu lar.tortAp 
and whofe four pedantic genius was ill qualified to cope 
with the vivacity and fpuit of a young gentlemani warm 
in the pursuit of pleafure, and one who required much 
addreis, and very artful management, to make any kind 
of rclhaint palatable and eafy to him. 

He had been admitted into the rank of a fellow-commcn- 
er, whichi according to the definition given by a mem. 
bcr of the univerfity in a court of juftice, is one who fits 
at the fame table, and enjoys the converfitlon of the fel- 
lows. It differs from what is called a gentleman- com- 
moner at Oxford, not only in the name, but alio in the 
greater privileges and licences indulged to the members 
of this order ; who do not only * enjoy the converiktion 
* of the fellows,' but iikewifc a fi'ill libcrtv of foIlowin<r 
their own imagination^ in every thing. For as tutors 
and governors of colleges have ufually pretty fagacious 
nofes after preferment, they think it impolitic to croft 
the inclinations of young gentlemen who are heirs to- 
great eftates, and from whom they expeft benefi- 
ces, and dignities hereafter, as rewards for their * want 
of care of them," while they were under their proteftibu. 
From hence it comes to pafs, that pupils of this rank 
are excufed from all public exsrcifes, and allowed to zh^ 
fent themfelves at pleafure from the private lefhires in 
^heir tutor's rooms, as often as they have made a party 
for Imnting, or an engagement at the tennis-court, or are 
not well recovered from their evening's debauch* And 
whilft a poor unhappy foph, of no foitune, is often ex- 
pelled for the moft trifling offences, or merely to humour 
the capricious rcfcntmeuL of his tuior, who happens to 

diUike 
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diflike his face ; young noblemen , and heirs of great 

eftates, may commit any illegalities, aiid, it they pleafe, 
overturn a college with impunity. 

There is nothing lb wild and ungovernable as a boy 
juft broke loofe from fchool^ and taking his firft flight of 
liberty at an univeriity. This is the cafe with thofe who 
have been bred up at private fchools under lomerefh dint ; 
but as to Pompey's mailer, his ichool- education had let 
him very forward in the world, and he came to Cambridge 
much riper than other people leave it. From the firft mo- 
ment he diftinguiihed himi'elf for his intrepid iplrit, and 
was quickly chofen captain general by his comrades, in all 
their parties of pleailue and expeditions of jollity. Many 
pranks are recorded of his performing, which made the 
place iielbund with his name 3 but one ot his exploits 
being attended with circumftances of a very 4roll nature 
we cannot forbear relating it. 

There was, in the fame collecre, a younp- mafter of 
arts, Williams by name, who had been defied m the 
ibciety, in preference to one of greater genius and learn- 
ingy becaufe he ufed to make a lower bow to the fellows, 
whenever he pafled by them, and was not likely to dif* 
gi ace any of his feniors by the luperiorlty of his parts. . 
This gentleman concluding now there was no fartiier oc- 
calion of fludy, after he had obtained a fellowfliip, which 
had l<Hig been the objeft of his ambition, gave himielf 
over to purfiiits more agreeable to his temper, and fpeilt 
the chief of his time in drinkino; tea vvithbarber^s dau^ch- 
ters, and other young ladies of faflilon in the univci lity, 
who there take to tlieniielves the name of Milfes, and re- 
ceive amorous gownfmen at their ruelles* For nothing 
more is neceflary to accomplifh a young lady at CvluX'^ 
bridge than a fecond-liand capuchin, a white wafhing« 

. gown, a pair of dirty filk-fhoes, andionsT muilin rufllcS ; 

. in which drefs they take the air in public- walks every 
Sunday, to make conquefts, and receive their admii'ers 
all the reft of the week at their tea-tables. Now Wil- 
liams, havinga great deal of dangluig good-nature about 
him, was very fuccefsfui in winning the aifeCUons of 
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thefe academical miiTcs^ and had a large acquaintance 
among them. The three Mifs Hlg^ins's, whole mo- 
ther kept the Sun Tavern ; Mifs Polly Jackfon, a ba- 
ker'' i> daugiiter J the celebrated Fanny Hill, Ible heirefs 
i)\ a taylor 5 and Mil's Jenny of the coftce-houic j were 
all great admirers of our coUege^gallant j and Fame r«- 
portedy that he had admifllon to ibme of their bed-cham- 
bers, as well as to their tea-tables* Upon tlits prefump- 
tion, our young fellow commoner laid his head together 
wirli other young gcntlem;:n, his comrades, to play him 
a trick, which we now proceed to difclofe. ^ 

About this time, a hed maker of the college was nn* 
fortunately brouglitto-bed, without having any huiband 
to father the chlU j and ai our mafter of arts was fuf- 
pc61ed, among others, to have had a fhare in the gene- 
ration of tlic new-born infant, being a gentleman of an 
amorous nature, it occurred to our iellow-commoner to 
make the following experiment upon him. 

As Mr. Williams was coming out of his chamber one 
morning eeiriy to go to chapel, he found a balket ftand- 
ing at his door, on the top of his ftair-cale, with a di- 
rection for himfelf, and a letter tied to the handle of the 
baiket. flood f^me little time gueiHng frcMU whom 
fuch a prefent cottid come ; but as he had expeded a par- 
cel from Lcr.tiun by tin. coacli for a weeic bctore, henatu- 
r. liy concludeii this to be the fame, and that it had been 
bi ought by a porter from the inn, nnd left at his door 
before he was awake in the morning. With this 
thought be opened the letter, and read to the tollowing 

« HONOURABLE SIR. 

^ AM fm-prizcd ilionld ufe mc in fuch a manner ^ have 

* never fe«u one fartiiino; of your money fince- was 
^ brought to-bed, which is a (hame, and a wicked fin. 

* Wherefore have fent you your own baftard to provide 

* iur I and am your dutiiui i;.rv:\nt to command, tell 

* death. ' BEiTY trollop/' 
'i'he aaonifhment which fci/etl our matter of aits at 

the periifal of this letter may cafiiy be imagined, but not 
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fo eafily defcribed ! he turned pale, daggered^ and looked 
like Banquo^s ghoft in the phy, but as his confcience 
excufed him from the crime laid to hkcharge, he refolv- 

ed, as foon as his confufion would fuffer him to relblve, 
to make a public example of the wretch that had dared, 
to lay her iniquities at his door. To this end, as ibon 
as chapel was over^ he defired the mafter of the college 
to convene all the fellows in the common-room ; for, he 
faid, he had an affair oi' great confequence to lay before 
them. When the reverend divan was met according to 
his deiire, he produced the baiket, and with an audible 
voice read the letter which had been annexed to it : after 
whichj he made a long oration on the unparalleled im* 
pudence of the harlot who had attempted to Tcandalize 
him in this audacious manner 5 and concluded with de- 
firing the moll exemplaiy puniftiment might be inflifted 
on her ^ for, he faid^ unlefs they difcouraged fuch 
piece of vilbmy with proper feverity, it might hereafter 
be their own lots, if they were remifs in punirtiing the 
prefent offender. They all heard him with great alto- 
nifliment, and many of them feemed to rejoice inwai'dly 
that the baflcet had not travelled to theii' doors 5 as think* 
ing) perhaps^ it would have beten imfatherly and unna- 
tural to have refufed it admittance. At length, it was 
ordered to be unpacked j which was performed by the 
butler of the college, in,preience of the whole fraternity^ 
when lo 1 inftead of a child puling and crying for its 
father^ out leaped P<»npey, the little hero of' this.littJe 
hiftory j who had been inclofed in that ofier confinement 
by his young mafter, and conveyed very early in the 
morning to Mr. Williams'*s chamber door. The grave 
alTembly were aftoniihed and enraged at the diibovery, 
finding themielves convened only to be ridiculed 3 and all 
of than gazed on oiur hero with the fame kind of afpeft, 
as did the daughters of Cecrops on the deformed Erich- 
thonius, when their curio fity tempted them to peep into 
the baiket which Minerva had put into their ha] ids with 
pofitive commands to the contiwy* CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 
Adfventuresat Cambridge. 

WILLIAMS, though much afhamed and out of 
countenance, was yet in his heart very glad to 
tc relieved f rem the apprehcnfions of maint^hiing a baf- 
tardf which he imagined would add no great luftre to 
his reputation as fellow of a college. When, there{bre» 
little rompey efcapfed out of his wicker prifon, he was 
in reality plcaicd with the difcovery, which put an end 
to his tears, and feigning hiu.feJf diverted with the 
thing, took the little dog home to his own chambers. 

This was an adventure of the comic kind, attoided 
with no ill confequences to our hero ^ but we now pro* 
ceed to relate one of a very tragic natiu'e indeed, which 
Fortune feems to have referved in ftoie, as the utmoft^ 
ftretch of her malice^ to complete the mileries of his un* 
kappv life. 

rbere flouriihed in this college, or nether was begin- 
ning to flourifli, a young phyiician, who now ftood can- 
didate for fame and praiUce. He had equipped himfelf 
with a gilt-headed cane, a black, fuit of cloaths, a wife 
mvfieriuus face, a full-bottomed flowing peruke, and 
all other externals of.his proteffion: fo that if, accord«i 
ing to the mimttable Swift, the various members of a 
commonwealth are only fomany different fuits of cloaths, 
this gentleman was amply qualified for the difcharge of 
his ohice* But not chufmg to rely totally on his drefa 
to introduce him into bufinefsy he was^ willing to add to 
it a fupplementali and| as many think, Aiperfluous know- 
'Icdge ot his ait. 

About this time, a member of the unlverfity died in 
*great torments of the liiiac paflion, ami Ibme peculiari- 
ties in his cafe made a noiie among the faculty at Cam- 
bridge. The theory of this terrible diforder^ cauied by 
the ceflktion of the periftaltic motion of the guts, our 
young dcitor very well underftood : but not contenting 
nimiclf with theory only, he refolved to goailep farther, 
and for this purpole caft his cjres about after fome dog j 
intending to difleft him alive for the iatisfa6Uon of his 
curiofity. A dog 
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A dog might have been the emblematir aminal of £l- 

culapius or Apollo, with as much propriety as he was 
of Mercury j tor no creatures, I believe, have been of 
more eminent fti*vice to the healing^ tribe than dogs. In» 
credible is the number of thcfe animals who have been 
iacrificed from time to time^ at the (hrines of phyfic and 
furgery. LeAnres of anatomy fubfift by their deftnic- 
tion : Ward (l:\ys Mi . Pupc) tried his drop on puppies 
and the pooi j and, in general, ail new medicines and 
experiments of a doubt tul naurre are fare to be made in 

^ the firft place on the bodies of theie unfortunate animals. 

^O^heir very ordure is one of the chief articles of the Ma- 
teria Ivl.dica 3 and I am perfuaded, if the old Egyp- 
tians had any pliyiician rjnong them, they certainly de- 
Icribed him by the liieroglyphic of a dog. ^ 

But/ not to fpend too much time in thclc conje£tures, 
our young doSlor bad no iboner refolved to fatisfy him- 
ftlf conccrrilng the peri ftalric motion of the guts, than 
unluckily, in an evil hour^ Poinpe) prel'enred hiinfclf to 
his eye. More unluckily for him ftiU, neither hismaf- 
ter, Mr. WUliams^ nor any other of his coliege-friendst 
happened to be prelent* or within view, at this moment. 
Machaon, therefore, very boldly feized him as a viftim, 
aiiJ conveyed him into a litcle dark place near his loom, 
which he called his cellar, and in which he kept his 
wiiie. There he (hut h m up three or four days in the 
condemned hole, while he prepared bis chirurgical in- 
ftruments, and invited fome other young praAitiouers in 
phyfic of his ac(^uaintance to be prefent at cur hero's 
diileSlion. 

The day being foon appointed for his deaths the com* 
pany aflfeaibled at their hiend's room in the motning at 
breakfaft, where much fapient difcourli^ poflTed among 
them concerning the operation in hand, not material to 
bsT now rcl.ittd. At lti]g:h cries the hero of the partv^ 
* Come, gentlemen! wefeem* I think, to have fimihed 

our breakfalts 5 let us now pioceetl to biillnefs.' i^f- 
ter v/Uich> the tea- things v^cre removed^ %h$; inftn]mcn(s 

of 



Digitizea by 



• 344 POMPEY THE LITTLE. 

of difleflion placed on the table, and the doftor went to 

his cellar to bring forth the unhappy viftira, 

Aiul hcie, good-natured reader, I^am fine it moves 
thy compaflion to think that^poor Pompey, after fuffer- 
ing already To many misfortunes, muft at laft bediiiefled 
alive to iatisfy a phyficianccmcerningthe jperiftaltic mo- 
tion of the guts. The cafe would, indeed, be lamenta- 
ble, ii" it had happened ; but when the do6lor came to 
call him forth to execution, to his great furprife, no dog 
was thereto be iound. He found, however, fomething 
dfe not entirely to his fatisfa^tion i and that was^ his 
wine ftreaming in great profufion about liis cellar* The. 
truth is, our hero, being grown defperate with hunger, 
had, in his ftruggles for liberty, broke all the bottles, 
and at lail forcibly gnawed his way through a deal-board 
that compofed one fide of the cellar. The danger, how- 
ever, which he had been in, made him fick oi* univerfi- 
ties j and he wiftied earneftly for an accident, which foon 
haj)pcned, to relieve him from an academic iiie. 

CHAP. XIL 

7lje cbarafler of a tnafter of arts at an uuiverfuy* 

ABOUT this time, three ladies and agx^ritleman hap- 
pened to he returning out of the north j and having 
never I'een Cambridge, were inclined to make it in their. 
w;iy to London. The gentleman whom they had been ' 
viHting in the country, knowing this refolution^ fent a 
letter before-hand to Mr. Williams, who had been his 
tcllow-coikgiatc, in which he advcrtifed him of the ar- 
rival of the p'»rty, and dehred him to be afiiftant in 
fliewing them tne curiofitles of Cambridcre. And this 
gives us an oppoiturity of explaining fome farther par- 
ticulars in that gentleman's charaaer, being not an 
uncomnion one, I believe, in either of our univerfities. 

If we were in a hurry to defcribe him, it might be 
^done efte£lually in two or three words, by calling him a 
inoft egregious trifleri but as we haveleifuretobe a little 
more cu*cumftantial, the reader (hall be troubled with a' 
day's jounul of his aftions* Mr. 



Digitized by Google 



POMPEY THE LITtLE- t4f 

Mr.- Williams was, in the firll place, a man of the 
nod pundliliousneatnefs | his (hoes were always blacked 
in the niceft nianiier> hit wigs were powdered with the 
ffxnfieft delicacy, and be wotJid icold his laundrefs for m 

whole morning together, if he dH'covercd a wry plait in 
the (leeve of his fliirt, or the lead fptck of Aitt on any 
part of his linen. He rofe condaiitly to chapel, and 
proceeded afterwards^ with great impoPCaBcey to break* 
faftyWhlch, moderately 1'peak.ing, took Uj? two hours of hia 
morning. When this was over, he amuTed himfelf either 
in paring his nails, or watering two or thrte orange- 
trees, which he kept in his chaoiber ^ or in tilling a little 
fpot of ground, about fix feet fquare, which he called hi? 
garden : or in changing the fitvatton of the few books in 
his ftydy. The Spectators were removed into the plact 
of the Tatlers, and the Tatlei s into rTie place of the Spec- 
tators, But generally fpeaking he drew on bis boots imme* 
diately after breakfaft^ and rode out for the air^ having 
been told thjat a fedentary life is deftru£live of the conftitu- 
tion, and that too much ftudy impairs the health. At his 
return home, he had barely time to wafh his hands, clean 
his teeth, and pot on a tre(h powdered wig, before the 
college bell fummoned him to dimier in the public hall. 
His afternoons were ipent in drinking tea with the young, 
ladies abovementioned, who aU efteemad him a prodigious 
genius, and were ready to laugh at his wit before he 
cpened his mouth. In thefe agreeable vifits he remained 
tiil |he time of evening ch^peli after which fupper fuc* 
ceeded to find -him frafii fimployment} from whence be 
repaired to the coffee . houfe^ and then to fome engage- 
ment at a friend^s room, for the remaining part of the 
evening. By this account of his day^s tranfuilions, the 
reader will i'ee how very impoiTible it was for him to find 
leifure for ftudy in the midft of fo many important avo- 
cations ; yet, notwithftanding this great variety of buii" 
nefs, he made a fliitt fometimes to play half a tune on 
the German flute in a morning; and, once in a quarter 

of a year took the pains to tranfcribble a iermon out of 
iracious attthors. 

N Another 
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Another part at his character was a great aflTeflatioit 
' €»f poUteneis, which is more pretended to in umverfities^ 
where fels of it is praftifed than in any other part of the 
kingdom* Thus Mr. Williams was always talking of 
genteet life; Co which end he was plentifully provided 
with ((ories by- a female cauiin, who kept a milliners (hop 
in London* snd never fatledto let him know, by letters^ 
wHat paATed among ehe'great ; though (he frequently miT- 
took the names of people, and attributed fcandal to one 
lord, which was the property of another. Her coufin, 
however, did not find out the miftakesi but retailed her 
blunders about the colleges^ with great confidence and 

But nothing pleafcd him more than (hewing the uni- 
vcrfity to ftrangers, and efpecially to ladies, which, he 
thought, gairehim an air of acquaintance with thegen* 
•teel ^orid^ and on fuch occafions he would affevl to 
niake cxpeafivie entertainments, whioh neither hj|||^pri^ 
vate forcunet or the income of bis fellovlbip could 
afford. 

To this gentleman the party we have before fpoken of 
^as recommended ; and he had lif ed in expeflation of 
iheir coming for feveral days together, in confequence of 
ills firtend^s letter. At length they arrived, and Tent him 
a meffage from their iun, defiring the favour of his 
<:ompany at fupper. This he no fooner received th^n 
<hc pofted away with all imaginable difpatch, and with 
^ many academical compliments welcomed, them to'Cam* 
abridge. Nor did he depart to his college till he ha<l 
•made tiiem protnife todiiic with him at his chambers the 
ibcceeding day. 

Early then the nsxt morning he rofe with the lark; 
:and held a confultation with the college cook concern- 
ing the entertainment $ for, as he had never yet been 
honoured with company of io high a rank, he refolvcd to 
Jo what was handlbme, and fend them away with an 
opinion of his politeneis* Among many other devices 
(he had to be genteel, one very well deferves mentioning, 
hting of a TCiy academical nature indeed, for he was at 

the 
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the expense of ptirchafing « China vafey of a certain. 
1hapt> which^ibmetifnes paflet binder a more vulgar Aame, 

to iiet in his bed-chamber ; that, if the ladies ftiould rhoofc 
1o retire after dinner, for the fake of looking at the pat- 
ten) of his bcdy or to i*t:e the proi*pe£i out oi his window^ 
cr from any other motive of cuiiofity, they might have 
the pleafiire of being, ferved in China. 

When thefe affairs were I'ettled, he drcffed himfelf in 
his beft array, and went to bid the ladies good morrow. 
As foon as they had breakfafttd he conducted them 
about the univerfityi and Ihewcd them allHhe rarities of 
'Cambridge. They obferved that fndi a thing wis ver^ 
grand, that another thing was very neat, and thatthere 
were a great many books m the libraries, which tliey 
thought it impoiTible fcr any man to read through^ tbd^ 
he was to live as Ion? as Metlnifalah. 

* \^en their cinriofity was fiitisficdy and Williams had 
inddlled every wiih ot vanity, in being feen to efcort 
ladies about the univerfity, and to hand them out of 
their coach, they all retired to his chambers to diimer. 
Much converfation pailed, not worth recording, and 
when ^ cloth was taken away little Pompey was pro-> 
dticed on the t^ble for the ladies to admire him. They 
were greatly ftruck with his beauty 5 and one of them 
took courage to alk him as aprefent, which the complai- 
•fent Matter of Arts, in his great civility complied with^ 
and immediately delivered htm into the lady's hands. 
He Itkewife related the ftory how he came into his pof* 
feflion, which another perlon perhaps would have fup- 
•prefTed ; but Williams was fo tranfported with his 
company, that he was hjalt out his wits with joy j 
and his ponverfatimi was as ridiculous aa bis beha* 
viour^ 

CHAP. xiir. 

Pcmpry returns to London^ and occafions a remarkable 

Difpute in the MalU \ 

* /^NCE more then our hero let out for the metropolis 
' of* Great Britain, and after an eafy journey of tvfo 
idays arrived at a certain fquare, where his miftrefles kept 

$J z their 
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tlieir courts To thde ladies, not improperly, might bt 
applied the quelUon wl^cli Archer alks in the play— 

* Pray» which of you three is the old lady ?' the mother 
being full as youtnfal and airy as the daughters^ aad the 
flang^htt:! s ahiioll as ancient as the mother. 

Now, as torture often difpofcs things in the mod: 
ivhimfical and furpriiing manner, fo it happened that 
one of his miftreibs took him wiih her juie morning 
into St. James's Park^ and ict him down on his legs almoft 
in tlie very lame part of the Mall from whence he had 
formerly made his efcape from Lady Tcmpel!:, near 
weight years before, as is recorded in the iirft part of his 
biftory. Her Ladyftiip was walking this morning for 
the air> and happened to pafs by almoft at the very 
inftant that the little adventurer was fet on his legs to 
take his diverfion. She efpled him in a moment, with 
great quicknefs of dilceinment» and immediately recol- 
lecting her o!d acquaintance, caught him up in herarmsy 
and fell to kiiiing him with the higheft extravagance of 
joy. His prefent owner perceiving; this, and thinking 
only that the lady was pleafed witli the beauty of her 
dcg, arid-iiad a mind to compliment him with a few 
•kiiles, pafTed on without interrupting her $ but when (he 
faw her ladyihip preparing to carry him out of the Mall 
SB her arms, (he advanced haftily towards her, and re- 
demanded her favourite, in the following terms : — 

* Pray, Madam, what is your ladyihip going to do with 

* that dog — Lady Tempdlrepiied--^ Nothing in the 
f Mrorki, Madam, but take him home with me/— < And 

* pray, Madam, what right has your ladyfhip to take a 
^ dog that belongs to me — * None, my dear,' anfwered 

* L:uiy 1\ mpeft ; • but I take him, child, becaufe he 

* belongs to me/ — *Tis falfe V faid the other hdy j * I 
< aver it to be falfe I Hi was j^ven me by a sentlemaii 

* of Cambridge ; and I infift upon your ladyniip^a 

* replacing him upon his legs this individual moment !* 
To this lady 7'empeft replied only with a Iheer, and was 
v/aiking off with our hero ; which io greatly aggravated 
the rage of her antagoni& that ihe now loft all patknce^ 

and 
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ixH began to exert hcrlelf in a mcrcb higher kejr. < Ma^ 
^* clam/ (kid ft>e, * I wobtd have you to know. Madam* 

* that I am not to be treated in this fuperlative manner ! 

* Your lady/hip may affefl to fneer, if you pleafe. Ma* 
' damy and ihew a contempt. Madam, which is more 
« due to your own aftiont than to roe. Madam | for, 
^ thank Hesfcn, I have ibme regafd to decency in my 

* aflions !' — < Dear Mifs, don't be in a paffion I' replied 
Lady Temptft, * it will fpoil your complexion, child, 
^ and perhaps ruin your fortune! But will you be 
^ pleaftd to know, my dear, that I loft this dog eight 
^ yeai*s* ago, in the Mall, and advertifed him in all the 
^ newfpapers 5 though you, or your friend at Canr>- 

* bridge, who did me the favour to fteal him, were not 

* fo obliging as to reftore him ? And will you be pleafe4 
to know, likewife, young lady, that I have a right to 

* take my property wherever | find it Vyr** Tis impof* - 

* fible !* cried the other lady, < *ti8 impoilible to remem- 

* bcra dog after eight years' abfence. I aver it to be im- 

* pofltblej and nothing (hall perfuade me to believe itT— 
^ I proteft, my dear,' anfwered Lady Tempeft, ^ I 

kncfVr not what fort of a memory you may be blefled 
withf but really I can remember things of a much 

* longer date 5 and, as a frefti inftance of my memorv, 

* 1 think, my dear, I remember you reprefenting the 

* chamber of a young lady for near thefe twenty years 

* about town/—* Madam,^ returned the lady of infew 
iTor rank, now enflamsd with the htgheft indignation, 

* you may remember yourfelf. Madam, reprefenting a 

* much worfe character. Madam, for a greater number 
' ol* yeai'S* It would be well, Madam, if your me« 

naory was not altogether fo good. Madam, muefs j^ut 

* aAions were better.* . . ^ ' 
The war of tongues now began to rage with the great'i* 

ejft violence, and nothing was fpared that wit could 
^jfuggeft* on the one Mde, or malice on the other* The 
beaux and belles, and witlings, vi^ho were walking tha 
morning in the Mall, affembled round the comba tanta 
it £r(t out of curiofity, and for the fake of entertainment 

1^3 K 
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]ouc tliey foon began to take fidui m the difputey tUl at 
length it became one continued Tcene of wrangle ; and W9 
caufe in Weftmtnfter Hall was ever more puzzled by th^ 
multitude of voices, all contending at once for the vie* 
lory. At laft Lady Tempeft, fcorning this ungenerous 
altercation, told her adverfary — * Wejl^ Madam, if you 
pleafe to fcold tor the public diverfion, pray continue 
but for my part, I Ibali 00 longer make myfelf a fpec* 
f tacle of a mobr And, fo (aying, (he walked coura* 
geoufly off, with little Pompey ujider her arm. It 
was impoflible for her rival to prevent her, who likewifc 
immediately after quitted the Mali, and flew homOf 
j?eady tobuirft with fliamey fpite, and iodignation. 

Lady Tempeft bad not been long at her toilettei be-* 
fore the following little fcroU was brought to her; and 
. Ihe was infoi mcd that a footman wp.itcd below, in a grca( 
Imrry, for an aniwer* The nota was fo this tSc&m 

« MADAM, 

* tP It was poiBble for me to.wonder at any of your 

i ^ aflions, I (hould be aftoniflied at your behaviour 
' of this morning. Reltore my dog by the bearer of 

• this letter^ or> by the living G^d, | will immedi- 
f ately commence a profeGution agalnft yo|| iii Cban* 

♦ eery, ami recover him by force of law. * . 

* Your^s - i ■ 
Lady Tempefi", without any hefuation, returned the 
following an fwer : 

MADAM, 

< T HAVE lauehed moft heartily at your ingcaboe 
^ *' epiftle; and am prodigioufly diverted with ypur 

^ menaces of a law-fuit. Pompey fliall he ready to put 
^ in his anfwer as foon as he hears your bill is fded againtl 
^ him i<i Chancery* i am, dear Mifs, your's, 

CHAP. XIV. 

jl ierrihU Misforiiuie happens to our Hero, wh^b brings 

hh Hijlory to a Conclufion. 

THIS letter enflamed the lady ib puch. that (lie im*. 
mediately 4>rdercd her coach, and drove away xa 
^ ' - ' Lin- 
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Liiicoln^s Tnn, [to coitfuU twr folicitor« She found him 
in his chambers, (iirroiinded with briefs, and haranguing 
to two gentlemen, who Iiad iTiade him arbitrator in a 
very important controverfy concerning the dilapidations 
of a pig-%e» On the arrival of our lady, the man of law 
ftarted from hii^ chair, and condu£^ed her with much ci- 
vility to a fettte, which ftood by his fire-iide : then turn- 
ing to his two clients, whom he thought he had already 
treated with a proper quantity of eloquence — * Well, 
^ gentknficn,' faid he, ' when your refpe£Vive attornie^ 
'"have drawn up your feveral cafes, let them be fent to 
^ me, and 1*11 give determination upon them with all 

* poiTible difpatch/ This fpeech had the defired efFeft 
jn driving tliem away ; and, as ioon as they were gone, 
addreiling himfelf with an affectation of much poUtencfa 
to the miiircis of little Pompey, he began to enquire 
Ufter the good lady her mother, and the good lady her 
lifter; but our heroine was (b impatient to open her 
fcaufe, that (he hardly allowed herfelf time to anfwer his 
queftions before (he began in the following manner:—* 

'* Sir, I was walking this morning in the Mall, when a 

* certain extraordinary lady, wbofe a£li(ms are always 
^ of a very extraordinary nature, was pleafed, in amoft 

peculiar manner, to fieal my lap-dog from me.'— • 
** Steal your lap-dog from you, Madam!" faid the man 
' bf law 5 * I proteft a very extraordinary tranfaSlion in- 
i deed ! And pray. Madam, what could induce her 

< to be guilty ot fdcha mtfcehavtour * Induce her,^ 
cried the lady eagerly ; * Sir, flie wants no inducement 

< to be guilty of any thing that is audacious and im- 

< pudent. But, Sir, I defire you would immediately 

* commence a Aiit againfi: her in Chancery, and pulb^ 

< the affair on with ad.l poflible rapidity ; for I am re- 

< folved to recovei* the dog, if it cofts me ten thoufand 

* pounds/ 1 he counfellor fmiltd, and commended her 
reiblutioQS ; but paufed a little, and feemtd puzzled at 
the novelty of the cafe. * Madam,' faid he^ * un- 

* doubtedly your larlyflup docs right to aflert your pro* 

* periy^ tor we ihouid Ibo^^ ^e reduced to a ftate of. 

• ' nature' 
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^ nature, if there were no courts of law, and therefore 

« your ladylhip is highly to be applaiufed. But there 
^ is fomething very peculiar in the nature of dogs, 

• There is no queftion. Madam, but they are to be con- 
^ fidered under the denomination of property, and not 

< to be deemed fetdt naturm^ things or no value^ as 

< ignorant people itioUftily imagine. But I lay, Madam^ 
there is fomething very peculiar in their nature, Ma- 

• dam J their prodigious attachment toman, incline^ 

* them to follow any body that calls them \ and that 

< makea it fo difficult to fix a theft. Now, if a man 
^ caila a fteep, or calls a cow; or calls a horfe, why he 

• might call long enough before they would come, be- 
' caufethey are not creatures of a following nature, and 

* therefore our penal laws have made it felony with rc- 

< fpeft to thoie animals : but dogs. Madam, have a 
^ ftrangeundiftinguifhed pronenefs to run after people^e 

< heels/ — * Lord blcfs me, SirP faid the lady, fome- 
what angry at the oratory's declamation, * what do you 
^ mean, Sir, by following people's heels ? I do proteit 
f and aifeverate, that Ihe took him up in her arms, 
^ and carried him aw^y in defiance of me ; and the whole 
f Mall was witnefs of the thcft/*^* Very well, Madam^ 

very well,"* replied the counfellor: * I was only ftatinj 
I the c^fe fully on defendant's fide, that you might have 
« a coniprchenfive view of the whole affair, before wc 
f conie to unravel it all again, and (hew the ad van- 
^ tages on tlie fide of plaintiff. Now, though a dog be 
f of a following nature, as I obferved, and may be 

* fometimes tempted, and feduced, and inveigled away, 

< in fuch manner as makes it difficult — do you obierve 
f me-— makes it^difficult, I fay. Madam, to fix a theft 

♦ on the perfon feduotng^ yet, wherever property is ' 

* difcovered and claimed, if the pofleflbr refufes to re- 
' * ftore it on demand — on demand, I fay, becaufe demand 

^ mud be made — refuies to reftore it, on demand, to 

♦ the proper, lawiul owner, there an a£iion lies ; aod« 

♦ under this predicaifnent, we (hall recover otir lap-dog.* 
^he lady ieeming pleafed \yjith this harangue, the 

oratoi' 
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orator continued in the folluwuig manneD; * If, tht-rcr- 

• fore, Madam^ this lady— whoioever llie iS} orfi^ 

• or any name ferves oiir piirpofe — if, I fay, this ex- 
^ traordinary lady^ as }our ladylhip juft now defcribed 
^ Her, took your dog before witnefles, and refwfcd to 

• l eftofe it on demand, why th'::n we have a lawful ac- 

• tion, and'lhall recover deimages. Pray, Madam, do 

• you think you can IWcar to the identity of the dog» 

• if he fhould be produced in a court of Juftice?"* 
TThc tady anfwered) Yes 5 (he could fwcar to hinu amonglt 
a million, for there never was i'o remarkable a creature. 

• And you firft became poficfftd of liim, you lay, - 

• Madam, at the univerlity of Cambridge. Pray, 

• Madam, will the gentleman, wito invefted you with 
^ him, be ready to teft&fy the donation ?^ She anfwered 
affirmatively. * And pray, Madam, what is the colonr 

• of your clog ?' * Black and white, Sir/ — * A male or fc- 

• male, Madam To this the lady replied, (he pofuively 
could not tell 5 whereupon the counfellor, with a mod fa.- 
pient aiped, declared he would ftarch his books for a pre- 
cedent, and wait on her, in a few days, to receive her fi- 
nal determinations ; but advifcd her, in the mean while^ 
to try the effe£l of another letter upbn her ladyibip, and 
once more threaten her with a profecution. He then 
waited upon her to her chariot, obferved that it was a 
very fine day, and promifed to ufe his utmoft endeavours 
10 reinftate her in the polTefTion of her lap dog. 

This was the ftate of a quarrel between two ladiea 
for a dog ; and it feemed as if all tlie mouths of the 
law would have opened ,on this important affair, (for 
Lady Tempeft continued obftinate in keeping him) had 
not a nwi\ unlucky accident happened to baulk thofe 
honourable gentlemen of their fees, and dil'appointed 
them of fo hopeful a topic for (hewing their abilities. 
This unfortunate ftroke was* nothing lels than the 
death of our hero, who was rei2ed with a violent phthi- 
fick ; and, after a week*s iHnefs, departed this lile 011 
the fecond of June 1744^* and v/aa gathered to the lap- 
dogs of antiquity* ' From 



Digitized by 



tS+ P4>M*1Y THE LITTLE. 

From the moment that he fell iick, his miftr^trs fparel 
no expence for his recovery, and had hitn attended by • 
the moft eminent phyficiins of London ; who, I am 
afraid, rather haftened than delayed his exit, aocordiag . 
to the immemorial cuftom of that right venerable fratejr- 
nity. The chamber-maids took it by tum« to fit up 
,with him every night during his illnefs ; and her lady- 
&ip was fcarce ever away from him in the day-time s 
but, alas ! his time wa« come, his hour gla£& was run 
out, and nothing could lave him from paying a vilit to 
the Plutonian regions. 

It is difficult to fay, whether her ladyftiip's forrow 
DOW, or when (lie formerly loft him in the Mall, moft 
^ceeded the bounds of reafon. He lay in ftatc three 
days after \m death $ and her ladyfliip* at iirft, took a 
refolution of having him embalmed 5 ttit ks her phyfici* 
ans informed her the art was loft, (he was obliged to 
give over that chimfi;rical projefl j otherwife our pofte- 
rity might have feen him, lome centuries hence, erected 
in a public library at an univerfity : and who know* 
but fome antiquary of profound erudition might have 
uadertaken to prove, with quotations from a thoufimd 
authors, that he was formerly the Egyptian Anubis? 

However though her ladyftiip could not be gratified 
in her defire$ of embalniing him, flie had him buried 
iBfith great folemnity in her garden, and tr^ed over 
him an elegant marble monument, which was infcribed 
with the following epitaph, by one of thpgreateft elc- 
|[iac poets of the prelenc age. 

King of the garden, bjooining rofc! 

Which fprang*ft from Venus' heavenly woefi 

When, weeping for a Adonis flain. 

Hit pearly tears bedew'd the plain 

Here now thy precious dews diftil, 

Now mourn a greater beauty's iU«^ 

Ye lilies f hang your drooping heads. 

Ye myrtles, weep ! for Pdmpey dead, 

]Light lie the turf upon his breaft, 

f eace to his fliade| apd jgcntle. reft. CHA7« 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Conclujion. 
IJAVING thtaa. traced our hero to the fourteenth 
year of his age, which may be reckoned the three- 
Icone and tenth of a lap-dog, nothing novtr remains but 
to draw his charafter, for the benefit and information 
ofp ofterity. In fo doing we imitate the greateft and 
moil celebrated hiftorians, Lord Clarendon, Dr. Mid- 
dleton, and others; who, when they have put a period 
to the life of an eminent perfon, (and fuch undoubtedly 

^ was our hero) fini(h all with a deicriptton of his morals 
his religion, and private charafler : nay, many biogra- 
phers go lb far as to record the colour of their hero's 
complexion, the Aiade of his hair, the height of his'fta- 
ture, die manner of his diet, when he went to bed at 
night, at what hour he rofe in the -morning, and other 
equally important particulars ; which cannot fail to 
convey the greateft fatisfaftion and improvement to 
their readers. Thus a certain painter, who obliged 
the world with a life of Milton, informs us, with ait 
air of great importance, that he was a Ihort, thick man \ 

' and then recoUefting himfclf, informs us a fecond time, 
upon maturer deliberation, that he was not a fliort, thick 
man, but if he had been a little (hojter, apd a little 
thicker he would have been a diort, thick man ; which 
prodigious exa£^nefs, in an affair of fuch corifequence^ 
can never be fufficicntly applauded. 

Now, as to the defcription of our hero''s perfon, for that 
we (hall refer to the Engravings which accompany this 
work, and proceed to his religion, his morals . his amours^ 
&c« in confcnrmity to the prs^ice of other hiftorians. 

Let it be remembered, in the firft place, to his credit, 
that he was a dog of the moft courtly manners, ready 
to fetch and carry at the command of all his mafters, 
without ever confidering the fervice he was employed in, 
or the perfon from whom he received bis direckioa. He 
would faWh likewtfe with the greateft humility on peo* 
pie who treated him with contempt, and was always 
particularly oiSicious ia his ^Ktal, whenever he expelled 

anevr 
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a new collar, or ftood candidate for a ribband with< other 

de'/^s, who made up the retinue of the family. 

Far be it from us to deny, that in the firft part of\ns 
life, he gave ' himfeif an unlimited freedom in his 
amovirs^ and was extravagantly licentious, not to fay 
debauched, in his morals t but whofoevtr coiifiders thait 
he was born in thehoufe of an Italian courtezan, ttn* 
lie made the grand tour with a young gentleman of for- 
tune, and afterwards lived near two ycai's with a lady of 
quality, will have more reafon to wonder that his 
rals were not entirely corrupted,' than that they were m 
little tainted by the ill effeAs of fitch dan geroiss^xafnples* 

As to religion, we muft ingenuoufly confefs tliat he 
had none ; in which rei^^ect he had the honour to b^ar 
anexad: refemblance to' all the well bred people of 
prefent age, who haxre long iince difcarded religion, »s 
a needlefs and trobbleibme invention, calculated only 
to make people wife, virtuous, and unfaftiionabie ^ and 
whoever will be at the pains of perufing the lives and 
a^lions of the great world) will find tiiem, in all poiat^, 
conformable to fuch prodigious principles. 

In politics it is difficult to fay whether he was m 
Whig or a Tory ; for fo great v/as his caution, that 
he never was heard on any occafion to open Ills moutii 
on thok fubjecks : and therefore each of ttioie illuttrioius 
clans of men may be allowed to lay claim to faim, 
lefs perhaps they &ould both concur, as is fometimct 
the cafe, to defpife him for obferving a neutrality. 

For the latter part of his life, his chief araufemoit 
was to ileep before the fire j and indoknce grew upo3| 
him lb much, as he advanced in age, that he feldosBi 
tared to be difturbed in his flumbers, even to eat lus 
meals : his eyes grew dim^ his limbs failed him, his 
teeth dropped out of his heaxi, and, at length, a phihi- 
ficic came very feafonably to relieve him from the pains 
and calamities of long life. 

Thus periihed Little Pompey, or Pompey the UoxU ; 
having his difconfolate miftrefs to bemoan his £sl«« afid 
luc to write his eventful hiiloj-y. 

FINIS, * 
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